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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The present edition of the Golden Gboye has 
been pAted from that published in 1680 (the twelfth), 
and carefully collated with the first edition published 
in 1655> with the folio coj^ of 1657, and with some 
later editions. The Scripture references have been 
verified ; and an endeavour has been made to restore 
the whole, as nearly as possible, to those editions pub- 
lished during the life of the Author, and which con- 
tain his last corrections. 

The title. Golden Grove^ has by some been sup- 
posed to be imaginary. It was selected by the 
Author doubtless from the place in which his treatise 
was completed — the Golden Grove in Carmarthen- 
shire — ^the seat of the loyal and liberal Richard 
Vaughaur Earl of Carbery, who, upon the decline of 
the Royal cause, and the dispersion of the friends and 
adherents of Charles the First, afforded Taylor an 
asylum, and (as Bp. Heber tells us) whose boimty and 
hospitality, during several years, appear to have been 
his chief dependence and comfort. 

" During this year (1654)," says Bp. Heber, " he 
expanded his Catechism for Children into the beauti- 
ful Manual, which, in honour of the hospitable man- 
sion of Lord Carbery, he has entitled, The Golden 
Geove." 

Nov. 24, 1836. 
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PIOUS AND DEVOUT READER. 



In this sad declension of religion, the seers, who 
are appointed to be the watchmen of the Church, can- 
not but observe, that the supplanters and underminers 
are gone out, and are digging down the foundations ; 
and having destroyed all public forms of ecclesiastical 
government, discountenanced an excellent Liturgy, 
taken off the hinges of imity, disgraced the Articles of 
Religion, polluted public assemblies, taken away all 
cognizance of schism, by mingling all sects, and giving 
countenance to that against which all power ought to 
stand upon their guard. There is now nothing left, 
but that we take care that men be Christians; for 
concerning the ornament and advantages of religion, 
we cannot make that provision we desire ; Incertis de 
salute, de gloria mmime certandum. For since they 
who have seen Jerusalem in prosperity, and have for- 
gotten the order of the morning and evening sacrifice, 
and the beauty of the temple, will be tempted to neg- 
lect so excellent a ministration, and their assembling 
themselves together for peace and holy offices, and be 
content with any thing that is brought to them, though 
it be but the husks and acorns of prodigals and swine, 
so they may enjoy their lands and their money with 
it ; we must now take care that the young men who 
were bom in the Captivity, may be taught how to 
worship the God of Israel after the manner of their 
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TO THE HEADER. \ 

forefathers, till it shall please God that religion shall 
return into the land, and dwell safely, and grow pros- 
perously. 

But never did the excellency of Episcopal govern- 
ment appear so demonstratively and conspicuously as 
now. Under their conduct and order we had a Church 
so united, so orderly, so governed, a religion so settled. 
Articles so true, sufficient, and confessed. Canons so 
prudent and so obeyed, devotions so regular and con- 
stant. Sacraments so adorned and ministered, churches 
so beauteous and religious, circumstances of religion 
so grave and prudent, so useful and apt for edification; 
that the enemies of our Church, who serve the Pope 
in all things and Jesus Christ in some, who dare 
transgress an institution and ordinance of Christ, but 
dare not break a canon of the Pope, did despair of 
prevailing against us and truth, and knew no hopes 
but by setting their faces against us to destroy this 
government, and then they knew they should triumph 
without any enemy. So Balaam the son of Bosor was 
sent for, to curse the people of the Lord, in hope that 
the son of Zippor might prevail against them that had 
long prospered under the conduct of Moses and 
Aaron. 

But now instead of this excellency of condition and 
constitution of religion, the people are fallen under the 
harrows and saws of impertinent and ignorant preach- 
ers, who think all religion is a sermon, and all ser- 
mons ought to be libels against truth and old govern- 
ors ; and expound chapters that the meaning may 
never be understood ; and pray, that they may be 
thought able to talk, but not to hold their peace, they 
casting not to obtain any thing but wealth and victory, 
power and plunder. And the people have reaped the 
fruits apt to grow upon such crabstocks : they grow 
idle and false, hypocrites and careless; they deny 
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VI TO THE •RT!AT> -Bnt. 

theinselves nothing that is pleasant, they despise refi. 
gion, forget government, and some never think of 
heaven ; and they that do, think to go thither in such 
paths which all the ages oi the Church did give men 
warning of, lest they should that way go to the deylL 
But when men have tried all that they can, it is to 
be supposed they will return to the excellency and 
advantages of the Christian religion, as it is taught by 
the Church of England ; for by de8tro3ring it, no end 
can be served but of sin and folly, faction, and death 
eternal. For besides that, no Church that is enemy 
to this, does worship God in that truth of propositions, 
in that unblameable and pious Liturgy, and in preach, 
ing the necessities of holy life, so much as the Church 
of England does; besides this, I say, it cannot be 
persecuted by any governor that understands his own 
interest, unless he be first abused by false preachers, 
and then prefers his secret opinion before his public 
advantage. For no Church in the world is so great a 
friend to loyalty and obedience, as she and her sisters 
of the same persuasion. They that hate Bishops have 
destroyed Monarchy; and they that would erect an 
ecclesiastical monarchy, must consequently subject 
the temporal to it And both one and the other would 
be supreme in consciences ; and they that govern 
there, with an opinion that in all things they ought to 
be attended to, will let their Prince govern others, so 
long as he will be ruled by them. 

And certainly, for a Prince to persecute the Pro- 
testant religion, is as if a physician should endeavour 
to destroy all medicaments, and fathers kill their sons, 
and the master of ceremonies destroy all formalities 
and courtships, and as if the Pope should root out all 
the ecclesiastic state. Nothing so combines with 
government, if it be of God's appointment, as the re- 
Mgion of the Church of England, because nothing 
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TO THE BEADEB, vb' 

does more adhere to the word of God, and disregard 
the crafty advantages of the world. If any man shall 
not decline to tiy his title by the word of God, it is 
certain there is not in the world a better guard for it 
than the true Protestant religion, as it is taught in our 
Church. But let things be as it please God ; it is 
cei*tain, that in that day when truth gets her victory, 
in that day we shall prevail against all God's enemies 
and ours, not in the purchases and perquisites of the 
world, but in the rewards and returns of holiness and 
patience, and faith and charity ; for by these we wor- 
ship God, and against this interest we cannot serve 
any thing else. 

In the mean time we must by all means secure the 
foundation, and take care that religion may be con- 
veyed in all its material parts, the same as it was, but 
by new and permitted instruments. For let us secure 
that our young men be good Christians, it is easy to 
make them good Protestants, unkss they be abused 
with prejudice, and suck venom with their milk ; they 
cannot kave our communion, till Uiey have reason to 
reprove our doctrine. 

There is therefore in the f(^owing pages a compen- 
dium of what we are to believe, what to do, and what 
to desire. It is indeed very little; but it is enough to 
begin with, and will serve all persons so long as they 
need milk, and not strong meat. And he that hath 
given the following assistances to thee, desires to be 
even a door-keeper in God's house, and to be a ser- 
vant of the meanest of God's servants, and thinks it a 
worthy emplo3rment to teach the most ignorant, and 
make them to know Christ, though but in the first 
rudiments of a holy institution. This only he affirms, 
that there is more solid comfort and material support 
to a Christian spirit in one article of faith, in one 
period of the Lord's Prayer, in one holy lesson, than 
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in all the disputes of impertinent people, wlio take 
more pains to prove there is a purgatory, than to per- 
suade men to avoid hell : and that a plain Catechism 
can more instruct a soul, than the whole day's prate 
which some daily spit forth, to bid men get Christy 
and persecute His servants. 

Christian religion is admirable for its wisdom, for 
its simplicity ; and he that presents the following 
papers to thee, designs to teach thee as the Church 
was taught in the early days of the Apostles ; to be- 
lieve the Christian faith, and to understand it ; to re- 
present plain rules of good Ufe; to describe easy 
forms of prayer ; to bring into your assemblies hymns 
of glorification and thanksgiving, and psalms of prayer. 
By these easy paths they lead Christ's little ones into 
the fold of their great Bishop : and if by this any 
service be done to God, any ministry to the soul of a 
child or an ignorant woman, it is hoped that God will 
accept it : and it is reward enough, if by my ministry 
God will bring it to pass, that any soul should be in- 
structed, and brought into that state of good things, 
that it shall rejoice for ever. 

But do thou pray for him that desires this to thee, 
and endeavours it. 

Jeb. Tayloh. 
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CEEDENDA, 

OR, 

WHAT IS TO BE BELIEVED. 



Q. In ichat does true religion consist ? 

A. In the knowledge of the one true God^ and whom 
He hath sent, Jesus Christ^, and in the worshippings 
and serving them. 

Q. What dost thou believe concerning God ? 

A. 1. That there is a God** : 2. That He is OneS 
3. Eternal^ 4. Alm%hty«: 5. That He hath made 
all the world': 6. That He knows all things^: 7. 
That He is a Spirit ; not of any shape or figure, or 
parts, or body ^ : 8, That He is present in all places*: 
9. That His seat is in heaven, and He governs aU the 
world, so that nothing happens without His order and 
leave^ : 10. That He is the Fountain of justice*, II. 
of mercy*, 12. of bounty or goodness™: 13. That He 
is unalterably happy, and infinitely perfect ° : 14. That 
no evil can come near Him^ : 15. And He is the Re- 
warder of them that diligently seek Him p. 

* John xvii. 8 ; 1 John u. 23. * Dent. vi. 2. 
" £xod. XX. 2, 3 ; Isaiah xliv. 0. 

* Rev. L 4; Psalm xc. 2; 1 Tim.i. 17. • Gen. xvii. 1. 
f Gen. i. 1 ; Exod. xx. 11 ; Heb. iU. 4 ; Isaiah zl. 12. 

f Job xlii. 2, 3 ; Psalm cxxxix. 1 ; cxlvii. 5. 

k Exod. xxxiv. 5 ; 1 Tim. vi. 1&, 16 ; John iv. 24. 

* 1 Kings viii. 27 ; Psalm cxxxix. 8, 9. 

' Amos iii. 6; Acts vii. 48, 49; Ps. ii.4; ciiL 19; cxv. 3; Isa.xli. 4. 
Dent, xxxii. 39. ^ Job is. 4. * Dent, xzxii. 4. 

» Exod. xxxiv. 7; Psalm ciii. 8. ■ Psalm xxv. 8; Ixxxvi. &; 

James i 17. • Psalm L 12. • Jamwi. 13. r Heb. xL 6. 
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2 A GXriDE TO DEVOTION. 

Q. What other mystery is revealed concerning God? 

A. That God being One in nature, is also Three in 
Person, expressed in Scripture by the names of Father^ 
Son, and Holy Spirit^. The first person being known 
to us by the name of the Father of our Lord Jesus 
CJirist^, The second person is called the Son, and the 
Word of the Father^, The third is the Spirit and 
promise of the Father^, And these are Three and 
One^ after a secret manner, which we must believe, 
but cannot understand. 

Q. What is this God tousf 

A. He is our Creator and Father, and therefore He 
is om* Lord; and we axe His creatures, His sons, and 
His servants^. 

Q. Wherefore did God create and make us ? 

A. That we might do Him honour and service, and 
receive from Him infinite felicities y. 

Q. How did God make man f 

A. By the power of His word, out of the slime of 
the earth, and He breathed into him the breath of life". 

Q. Was man good or bad when God made him ^ 

A. Man was made pure and innocent*. 

Q. How then did man become sinful and miserable^ 

A. By listening to the whispers of a tempting spirit^, 
and breaking an easy commandment, which God gave 
him as the first trial of his obedience. 

Q. What evils and changes followed this sin ? 

A. Adam, who was the first man and the first sin- 
ner, did both for himself and his posterity fall into the 

« Matt. xxviU. 19 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 14. ' John xiv. 16, 26 ; xv. 26. 

• Johni. 1; v. 18; ui. 16. 

« John xiv. 16 — ^26 ; xv. 26 ; 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6 ; Luke xxiv. 49 i 
Actt i. 4; U. 33. • 1 John v. 7. 

« Col. i. 16 ; Act! xvii. 24 ; 1 Cor. vi. 19 ; viii. 6 ; Gal. i. 4; PhU.ii. 22 ; 
Dan. u. 47 ; Zeoh. iv. 14 ; xiv. 9; Matt. xi. 25. 

7 Psalm cxlv. 10, 11 ; Acts xiv. 15. ■ Gen. ii. 7. 

• Eoclee. yU. 29 : Ecclui. xv. 14. ' » Gen. m.per tot. 
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A GXriDE TO DEVOTION. d 

state of death, of sickness and misfortunes, and dis- 
order both of body and soul*^ : we were thrown out of 
Paradise, and lost our immortahty. » 

Q. Was man left in these evils without remedy ? 

A. No ; but God, pitying His creature, promised, 
that of the seed of the woman He would raise up a 
Saviour and Redeemer**, who should restore us to' 
God's favour, and to the felicity which we lost. 

Q. How did God perform the promise? 

A. By sending Jesus Christ to take upon Him our 
nature, to die for our sins, to become our Lord, and 
the Author of holiness, and life, and salvation to man- 
kmd«. 

Q. Who is Jesus Christ? 

A. He is the Son of God, the second Person of the 
holy Trinity, equal with the Father, true God, with- 
out beginning of life or end of days'. 

Q. How then could He he our Redeemer^ and the 
promised Seed of the woman ? 

A. The Son of God in the fulness of time, by the 
miracles of His mercy, took upon Him human nature, 
and united it after a wonderful manner to His Godhead; 
80 that He was both God and Man^f. He was bom of 
a Virgin, who conceived Him not by any natural 
means, but by the power of the Holy Ghost**, and was 
called Jesus Christ; and His mother's name was Mary^ 
of the seed of Abraham^ of the family of King DavidK 
And all these things came to pass when Augustus 
Casar was lord of the Roman empire. 



• Bom. T. 12; Ui. 2S; vi. 20 ; Eph. iL 8. 

' Qtn. iU. 15 ; Gal. iv. 4 ; 1 Pet. i. 20 ; John Ui. 16 ; Heb. ii. 14, 15,fte. 

• John TiU. 25, 28; Heb. u. 9, 16, 17, 18; Lake i. 74, 75. 

' laa. ix. 6; 1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 John v. 20; laa. xxxv. 4, 5; Johni. 
S, 16; Tiii. 58; Ber. i. 8; Heb. ziii. 8; i. 8; Phil. ii. 6; Bom. ix. 5. 

I Gal. iT. 4; Bom. i. S; Acti ii. SO ; iii. 13, 22; Heb. i. 1 ; U. 11; 
Aetf xiii. 28; Dent, xriii. 15. • Matt. i. IQ. 

i Matt. L 21 ; Lnke U. 4, 5, Ac, 
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4 A GTTIDE TO DETOTIOW. 

Q. Hou) did Jesus Christ work this promised 
redemption for us ? 

A. By His holy and humble life, and His obedient 
d)ring a painful death for us upon the cross '^. 

Q. What benefits do toe receive by the Ufe and death 
of Jesus Christ? 

A. We are instructed by His doctrine, and, en- 
couraged by His excellent example, we are reconciled 
to God by His death ^; He hath giyen us an excellent 
law, and glorious promises, and Himself hath received 
power to make good all those promises to His servants, 
and fearfully to destroy them that will not have Him 
to reign over them. 

Q. What promises hath Jesus Christ made us in 
tJie Gospel? 

A. He hath promised to give us all that we need in 
this life™ ; that every thing shall work together for our 
good; that He will be with us in tribulation and 
persecution". He hath promised His graces and His 
Holy Spirit to enable us to do our duty ; and if we 
make use of these graces. He hath promised to give 
us m(»e°. He hath promised to forgive us our sins ; 
to hear our prayers ; to take the sting of death from 
u&; to keep our souls in safe custody after death; 
and in His due time to raise our bodies from the grave, 
and to join them to our souls, and to give us eternal 
life, and joys that shall never cease P. 

Q. How is Jesus Christ able to do all this for us ? 
A. When He had suffered death, and was buried 
thi-ee days, God raised Him up again, and gave Him 

k Heb. ii. 9, 10. 

* Bead the third, fbarth, and liflh chapters to the Hebrews : Eph. ii. 
13, Uy 15 ; Luke xix. 27 ; Todr. 46, 47. " Matt. ri. S5, Ac. 

* Rom. fiii. 28 ; Joh:t » i. 33 ; Acts xiv. 22 ; 2 Cor. i. 4. 

o Matt. viii. 11, 12; xii. 20; 21 ; John yi. 44, 45 ; 2 Pet. i. 3, 4 ; 
Acts ii. 38; iii. 19; Luke xriii. 7 ; Matt. viL 7. 

P Col. ii. 13; 1 Cor. xv. 64, 55, 57; Rev. MT. 13; 1 Cor. XT. 22, 
▼i. 14; 2 Cor iv. 14; John vi. 40. 
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all power in heaven and earth, made Him Head of the 
Church, Lord of men and angels, and the Jndge of 
the quick and dead*i. 

Q. By what means doth Jesus Christ our Lord 
convey aU these Uessings to us? 

A. Jesus Christ had three offices, and in all He was 
Mediator between God and man : He is our Prophet, 
our Priest, and our King'. 

Q. WJhU was His office^ as He was a Prophet ? 

A. This office He finished on earth; beginning 
when He was thirty years old to preach the Gospel of 
the kingdom, faith and repentance". 

Q. When began His priesUy office^ and wherein does 
it consist ? 

A. It began at His death ; for He was Himself the 
Priest and the Sacrifice, offering Himself upon the 
altar of the cross for the sins of aU the world*. 

Q. Did His priestly office then cease ? 

A- No: He is a Priest for ever^, that is, unto the 
end of the world, and represents the same sacrifice to 
God in heaven, interceding and praying continually 
for us in the virtue of that sacrifice, by which He 
obtains relief of all our necessities. 

Q. WhatdothCkristinheaDen pray for onourhehailf? 

A. That our £dns may be pardoned, our infijinittes 
pitied, our necessities relieved, our persons defended, 
our temptations overcome, that we may be reconciled 
to Gkxl, and be saved \ 

Q. How is Jesus Christ also our King f 

A. When He arose &om the grave, and had for 

% Matt. zxviH.^, 18 ; Plul. ii. 9,^.; Heb, i. 8 ; ii. 9 ; v. 9 ; Titni ii. 
IS, 14 : Eph. ui. 14, 15, 20 ; 1 Cor. zi. 3 ; Eph. t. 23 ; Col. ii. 10 ; Acts 
X. 42; 2 Tim. iv. I, 8, 17, 18; 1 Pet. iv. 5. 

' 1 Tim. ii. 5; Heb. viii. 6 ; iz. 15 ; xii. 24. 

■ John i. 18 ; Lake iai. 23 ; John v. 43 ; Luke xxir. 19 ; KcH iii. 23, Ac. 

« Heb. T. 5, 7, 8, Ac; Heb. yu. per tot. • Heb. viL 24, 25. 

' Rom. Tiii. 33, 34 ; 1 John ii. 1 ; Heb. i^. 14, 15, 16. 
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6 A GUIDE TO DEVOTION. 

forty days together conversed with His disciples, 
sheunng Himself alive hy many infallible tokens^ He 
ascended into Heaven, and there sits at the right hand 
of God, all things being made subject to Himy, angels, 
and men, and devils, heaven and earth, the elements, 
and all the creatures; and over all He reigns, comfort- 
ing and defending His elect, subduing the power of the 
devil, taking out the sting of death, and making all to 
serve the glory of God, and to turn to the good of His elect. 

Q. How long must His kingdom last f 

A. Till Christ hath brought all His enemies under 
His feef, that is, till the day of judgment : in which 
day shall be performed the greatest acts of His kingly 
power"; for then He shall quite conquer death, 
triumph over the devils, throw His enemies into hell- 
fire, and carry all His elect to never-ceasing glories**: 
and then He shall deliver up the kingdom to His 
Father, that God may be all in all. 

Q. How is Christ a Mediator in all these offices ? 

A. A Mediator signifies one that stands between 
God and us*. As Christ is a Prophet, so He taught 
us His Father's wip, and ties us to obedience : as He 
is a Priest, He is our Redeemer, having paid a price 
for us, even His most precious blood; and oui 
Advocate, pleading for us, and mediating our pardon 
and salvation : as He is a King, so He is our Lord, 
our Patron, and our Judge ; yet it is the kingdom of 
a Mediator, that is, in order to the world to come, but 
then to determine and end*. And in all these He hath 
made a covenant between God and us of an everlasting 
interest. 

Q. WJiat is the covenant which Jesus Christ our 
Mediator hath made between God and us ? 

y Hob. i. 3, 8 ; Pg. ex. 1 ; 1 Thess. i. 10; Acts i. 3; Luke xxiv. 51 ; 
I. 33; 1 Pet. iii. 22. . Pgalm ex. 1. 

» 1 Cor. XV. 24, 25, 28. b Matt. xxv. 34, 41. 

• Gal. iii. 20; Heb. viii. 6; ix. 15; xii. 24. * 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
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A GUIDE TO DEVOTION. 7 

A. That God will write His laws in our hearts, and 
will pardon us, and defend us, and raise us up again at 
the last day, and give us an inheritance in His kingdom^. 

Q. To what conditimis hath He hound us on our parts f 

A. Faith and repentance^. 

Q. When do we enter into this covenant ^ 

A. In our baptism, and at our ripe years, when 
we understand the secrets of the kingdom of Christ, 
and imdertake willingly what in our names was 
imdertaken for us in our infancy^. 

Q. What is the covenant oj faith lohich we enter 
tnto in baptism ? 

A. We promise to believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Messias, or He that was to come into the world ; that 
He is the Anointed of the Lord, or the Lord's Christ; 
that He is the Son of God, and the Son of the Virgin 
Mary^; that He is God incarnate, or God manifested 
in the Jflesh^; that He is the Mediator between God 
and man ; that He died for us upon the cross, and 
rose again the tlurd day, and ascended into heaven, 
and shall be there till the day of judgment ; that then 
He shall be our Judge; in the mean time He is 
the King of the world, and Head of the Church. 

Q. What is the covenant of repentance ? 

A. We promise to leave all our sins^, and with a 
hearty and sincere endeavour to give up our will and 
affections to Christ, and do what He hath commanded^, 
(according to our power and weakness). 

Q. How if we fail of this promise through infirmity, 
and commit sin .^ 

A. Still we are within the covenant of repentance™, 

• Heb. Tui. 6 ; X. 13; x. 16; xii. 24; Jer. xxxi. 81. 
' Mark xvi. 16 ; Matt. iv. 17; Acti viii. .37 ; ii. 81. 
f Acti ii. 88, 41 ; iu. 19. »• 1 John iii. 9 ; Matt. xvi. 16 ; i. 18. 

« 1 Tim. iii. 16; Rom. xiv. 9; Acti i. 9 ; iu. 21 ; xrii. 31 ; Rer. i. 5; 
XTii. 14. k Loke i. 75 ; Tit ii. 11, 12. 

» 1 Pet. U. 1, 2, 8; 2 Pet. i. 4, Ac; Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
» 1 John ii. 12- v. 16, 17 ; Gal. vi. 1 ; t. 24, 25. 
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that is, within the promise of pardon, and possibility 
of returning from dead works and mortifying our 
lusts: and though this be done after the manner of 
men, that is, in weakness, and with some failings; 
yet our endeavour must be hearty, and constant, and 
diligent, and our watchfulness and prayers for pardon 
must be lasting and persevering. 

Q. What ministries Iiath Christ appointed to help us 
in this duty ? 

A. The ministry of the Word and Sacraments, 
which He will accompany with His grace and His 
Spirit". 

Q. What is a Sacrament? 

A. An outward ceremony ordained by Christ, to 
be a sign and a means of conveying His grace unto us. 
Q. How many Sacraments are ordained by Christ ^ 
A. Two: Baptism, and the Supper of our Lord**. 
Q. What is Baptism ? 

A. An outward washing of the body in water, in 
the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost p : in 
which we are buried with Christ in His death, after a 
sacramental manner, and are made partakers of 
Christ's death, and of His resurrection, teaching us 
that we should rise from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness. 

Q. What is the Sacrament o/tJie Lords Supper? 
A. A ceremony of eating bread and drinking wine, 
being blessed or consecrated by God's minister in 
public assemblies, in remembrance of Christ's death 
and passion^ 



B Rom. X, 15 ; Eph. U, 20; W. 11, 12 ; 1 Cor. xfa. 28; 2 Cor. v. 20; 
Matt, xxriii. 20. ° Blatt. xxviii. 19 ; xxvL 26 ; 1 Cor. xi. 24. 

r Gal. iii. 27 ; Eph. ▼. 26; 1 Cor.xii. IS; Col.ii. 11,12; Bom. yi.4; 
Acts ii. 88; John in. 5; Acts xzii. 16; Tit. iii. 5; Heb. x. 22; 
1 Pet. iii. 21. 

« 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25 ; Matt. xxvi. 26 : Mark xi7. 22 ; Luke xxu. 19. 
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Q. W%ai he$ie/lis are done unto us hy this Sac7xt^ 
ment? 

A. Our souls are nourished by the Body and Blood 
of Christ' ; our bodies are sealed to a blessed resur- 
rection, and to immortality; our infirmities .are 
strengthened, our graces increased, our pardon made 
more certain : and when we present ourselves to God, 
having received Christ's Body within us, we are sure 
to be accepted, and all the good prayers we make to 
God for ourselves and others are sure to be heard. 

Q. W7io are Jit to receive this Sacrament? 

A. None but baptized Christians, and such as re- 
pent of their sins, and heartily purpose to lead a good 
Ufe«. 

Q. What other ministries hath Christ ordained in 
His Church to help ws, and to bring so many great 
purposes to pass? 

A, Jesus Christ hath appointed ministers and am- 
bassadors of His own to preach His word to us, to 
pray for us, to exhort and to reprove, to comfort and 
instruct*, to restore and reconcile us, if we be overtaken 
in a fault, to visit the sick, to separate the vile from 
the precious, to administer the Sacraments, and to 
watch for the good of our souls. 

Q. What are we tied to perform towards them ? 

A. To pay them honour and maintenance^, to obey 
them in dd things according to the Gospel, and to 
order ourselves so that they may give account of our 
souls with cheerfulness and joy. 

Q. Which are the commandments and laws of Jesus 
Christ? 

A. They are many, but easy; holy, but very 
pleasant to all good minds, to such as desire to live 

» 1 Cor. T. 16; Matt. xxvi. 28. • 1 Cor. xi. 27, 28, 29. 

• 8 Cor.v. 18; Acts xx. 28; 1 Pet. v. 2; Gal. i. 16; James v. 14. 

• Gal. Ti. 6 ; 1 Tim. v. 17 ; Heb. xiu. 17. 
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10 A GUIDE TO DEVOTION. 

well in this world, and in the world to come : and they 
are set down in the Sermons of our hlessed Lord, and 
of His Apostles; hut especially in the fifUi, sixth, and 
seventh chapters of St. Matthew ▼. 

* Read alao Rom. xii ; Eph. t. and vi ; 1 Then. ▼. 
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AN EXPOSITION 

OF THE 



/ believe in God, 

I BELIEVE that there is a God, who is one, true, 
supreme, and alone, infinitely wise, just, good, free, 
eternal, immense, and blessed, and in Him alone we 
are to put our trust*. 

The Father Almighty, 

I believe that He is 1. the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and 2. of all that believe in Him, whom He 
hath begotten by His Word, and adopted to the in- 
heritance of sonsy: and because He is our Father, He 
wiU do us all that good to which we are created and 
designed by grace ; and because He is Almighty, He 
is able to perform it all ; and therefore we may safely 
believe in Him, and rely upon Him. 

Maker of heaven and earth. 

He made the sun and the moon, the stars, and all 
the regions of glory ^ : He made the air, the earth, and 
the water, and all that live in them; He made angels 

« Lnke vi. 35 ; Dent. x. 17 ; vi. 4; Mark xii. 29, 82 ; 1 Cor. viii. 4 ; 
John xvii. 3; 1 Thess i. 9 ; Psalm xc. 2; xviii. 2; Ixxvii. 13 ; xcv. 3; 
cxItU. 5 ; Bom. xvi. 27 ; 1 Tim. i. 17 ; 2 Chron. xix. 7 ; Psalm cxix. 137 ; 
1 Chron. xvi. 34 ; Psalm xxxiv. 8; cxxxv. 6 ; Exod. xxxiii. 19 ; 1 Tim. i. 11 . 

T John viii. 38; Rom. viii. 29, 32; 1 Cor. viil. 6; xv. 24. ^ 
Matt. xxiv. 36 ; Heb. ii. 1 1 ; 1 Pet. i. 23 ; Gal. iv. 4. 

> Isaiah Ixv. 17 ; Ixvi. 22 ; Acts iv. 24. 
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12 A GUIDE TO DETOTION. 

and men*: and He who made them does, and He only- 
can, preserve them in the same being, and thrust them 
forwards to a better. He that preserves them, does 
also govern them, and intends they should minister to 
His glory: and therefore we are to do worship and 
obedience to Him in all that we can^, and that He hath 
commanded. 

And in Jems CJirist, 

I also believe in Jesus Christ, who is, and is called, 
:a Saviour*', and the Anointed of the Lord, promised to 
the patriarchs, whom God anointed with ike Holy 
Spirit^, and with power to become the ^eat Prophet, 
and Declarer of His Father's will to all the world ; 
telling us how God will be worshipped and served : 
He is anointed to be the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and our High-Priest^, reconciling us to His Father by * 
the sacrifice of Himself; and to be the great King of 
all the world. And by this Article we are ChrisHant, 
who serve and worship God the Father through Jesos 
Ohi-ist. 

His mdy Son, 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, He alone, of Him 
alone^. For God by His Holy Spirit caused Him to 
be bom of a Virgin; by His power He raised Him 
from the dead, and gave Him a new birth or being in 
the body: He gave Him all power, and all excellency. 
And beyond all this, He is the express image of His 
Person, the brightness of His glory i, equal to God, 
beloved before the beginning of the world, of a nature 

* Psalm xxxvL 7, 8; Matt. tL 26 ; z. 29, 80. 

b Bev. ziv. 7 ; Matt. iv. 10. « Matt. L 21 ; John uL 34. 

d Acts X. 32 ; iu. 22, 23. 

• Heb. xii. 24 ; L 8; vi. 16, 20; Bev. L 5; Acts xi. 26; xxri. 98 ; 
I Pet. iv. 19. 

r Luke i. 32 ; Bom. i. 3, 4 ; 1 John v. 9, Ac. ; iv. 15 ; v. 5. 
s Heb. i. 3, 5; John i. 18: Col. i. 17,18; John v. 19* PhU. iL t\ 
John iii. 35 ; Col.il. 9, 10 ; John xvii. 24 
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A OiriDE TO DETOTIOir. 13 

perfectly divine ; very God by essence, and very man 
by assumption: as God^ all one in nature with the 
Father ; and as man^ one Person in Himself 

Our Lord; 

Jesus Christ, God's only Son, is the Heir of all 
things and persons in His Father^s house ^ : all angels 
and men are His servants, and all the creatures obey 
Him. We are to believe in Him, and by faith in Him 
only and in His Name we shall be saved. 

Who was conceived hy the Holy Ghost j 

I believe that Jesus Christ was not begotten of a 
man, nor bom by natural means, but that a divine 
power from God (God's Holy Spirit) did overshadow 
the Virgin-Mother of Christ*, and made her in a 
wonderful manner to conceive Jesus in her womb ; 
and by this His admirable manner of being conceived. 
He was the Son of God alone, and no man was His 
father. 

Bom of the Virgin Mary^ 

Though God was His Father, and He begat Him 
by the power of the Holy Ghost ^, and caused Him 
miraculously to begin in the womb of His mother ; 
yet from her He also derived His human nature, and 
by His mother He was of the family of King David, 
and called the Son of man; His mother being a holy 
person, not chosen to this great honour for her wealth 
or beauty, but by the good will of God*, and because 
she was of rare exemplary modesty and humility : and 
she received the honour of being a mother to the Son 
of God™, and ever a virgin, and all generations shall 
call her blessed. 

h Matt, xxviu. 18; Aeti ii. 36; Pgalm U. 6, 7, &c.; 1 Cor. tUL 6; 
Heb. i. 6, 8, 10 ; 1 Pet. i. 21. ' Luke i. 85 ; Oal. iv. 4 ; Lake i. 33. 

k Luke i. 26, Ac. ; Matt. i. 18. ^ Luke i. 45, 48. - Matt. i. 25. 
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Suffered under Pontius PUate^ 

After that Jesus passed through the state of infancy 
and childhood, being subject to His parents", and 
working in an humble trade to serve His own and His 
mother's needs. He grew to the estate of a man : He 
began to preach at the age of thirty years®, and having 
for about three years and a half preached the Gospel, 
and taught us His Father's will, having spoken the 
Gospel of His kingdom, and revealed to us the secrets 
of eternal life, and resurrection of the dead^, regene- 
ration, and reneunng hy the Holy Spirit, perfect re- 
mission of sins, and eternal judgment; at last, that He 
might reconcile the world to His Father, He became 
a sacrificer for all our sins, and suffered Himself to be 
taken by the malicious Jews, and put to a painful and 
shameful death <J ; they being envious at Him for the 
number of His disciples, and the reputation of His 
person, the innocence of His life, the mightiness of 
His miracles, and the power of His doctrine: and this 
death He suffered when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judwa. 

Was crucified, 

Jesus Christ, being taken by the rulers of the Jews, 
bound and derided, buffeted and spit upon, accused 
weakly and persecuted violently'; at last, wanting 
matter and pretences to condemn Him, they asked Him 
of His person and office ; and because He affirmed 
that great truth, which all the world of good men 
longed for, that He was the Messias, and designed to 
sit at the right hand of the Majesty on high, they 
resolved to call it blasphemy, and delivered Him over 

■ Luke u. 51. • Luke ui. 23. 

p John iii. 4, &c. ; Acta xiii. 89 ; Matt. xzr. 31, 32. 

4 Lake xxii. 63, Ac. ; John xviii. 4, 12, Ac. ; Matt. zzri. ftnd zxvii. 

' Matt, zzvii.; Mark xv.; Luke zxiii. ; John xix. 
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to FUaie, and by importunity and threats forced him, 
against his conscience, to give Him up to be scourged, 
and then to be crucified. The soldiers, therefore, 
mocking Him with a robe and reed, and pressing a 
crown of thorns upon His head, led Him to the pkce 
of His death ; compelling Him to bear His cross, to 
which they presently nailed Him : on which for three 
hours He hanged in extreme torture, being a sad 
spectacle of the most afflicted aiyl the most innocent 
person of the whole world. 

Deadj 

When the holy Jesus was wearied with tortures, 
and He knew all things were now fulfilled, and His 
Father's wrath appeased towards mankind. His Father 
pitying His innocent Son' groaning under such into^ 
lerable miseries, hastened His death; and Jesus, com- 
mending His Spirit into the hands of His Father S 
cried with a loud voice, bowed His head, and died, 
and by His death sealed all the doctrines and revelations 
which He first taught the world, and then confirmed 
by His blood. He was consecrated our mercijvl High^ 
Priest^, and by a feeling of our miseries and tempta- 
tions, became <ible to help them that are tempted^; 
and for these His sufierings was exalted to the highest 
throne, and seat of the right hand of God 3^; and hath 
shewn, that to heaven Qiere is no surer way than 
suffering for His name*; and hath taught us wfilingly 
to suffer for His sake, what Himself hath already 
suffered for ours. He reconciled us to God by His 
death*, led us to God, drew us to Himself, redeemed 
as from all iniquity, purchased us for His Father, and 

> Ibid. < John xiz. SO ; PhU. ii. 8. • Col. L SC. 

> Inaiah liii. 10. r Heb. vii. 2S ; iz. 12 ; ii. 17, 18 ; xr. 15. 
' Luke xxU. 46 ; John x. 17, 18; zu. SS ; sL 51 

* Eph.u, 18,14j Heb. U. 10. 
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16 A GUIDE TO DEVOTIOX. 

for ever made us His servants and redeemed ones^, 
that we being dead unto sin, might live imto God«. 
And this death, being so highly beneficial to us, He 
hath appointed means to apply to us<^, and to represent 
to God for us in the holy Sacrament of His last supper*. 
And upon all these considerations, that cross which 
was a smart and shame to our Lord, is honour to us^ 
and as it turned to His glory, so also to our spiritual 
advantages. 

And buried. 

That He might suffer every thing of human nature, 
He was by the care of His friends and disciples, by the 
leave of Pilate, taken from the cross, and embalmed, 
(as the manner of the Jews was to bury,) and wrapped 
in linen, and buried in a new grave, hewn out of a 
rock^. And this was the last and lowest step of His 
humiliation. 

He descended into hell. 

That is, He went down into the lower parts of the 
earth\ (as Himself called it,) into the heart of the 
earth^; by which phrase the Scripture understands the 
state of separation, or of souls severed from their bodies. 
By this His descending to the land of darkness^, where 
all things are forgotten. He sanctified the state of death 
and separation, that none of His servants might ever 
after fear the jaws of death and hell^; whither He 
went, not to suffer torment, (because He finished all 
that upon the cross,) but to triumph over the gates of 
hell™, to verify His death, and the event of His suffer- 

» Col. i. 21, 22. • Tit. ii. 14. < John ri. 51. 

• 1 Pet. a. 24 ; iv. 18. ' 2 Tim. U. 11 ; Gal. vi. 14. 

t Matt.xxTit.57, &e.; Mark xv. 42, &c. b Eph. iy. 9. 

1 Matt zii. 40 ; Acts iL 87. k Ho«. xUi. 14. 

I 1 Cor. XT. 54, Ac. ; Rer. xx. IS, 14. ■ Matt. xyi. 18. 
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ings, and to break the iron bai's of those lower prisons'*, 
that they may open and shut hereafter only at His 
command. 

The third day He rose again fr(m% the dead. 

After our Lord Jesus had abode in the grave the 
remaining part of the day of His Passion®, and all the 
next day, early in the moming upon the third day, by 
the power of God, He was raised from death and hell 
to light and lifeP, never to return to death any more, 
and is become the first-bom from the deadi, the first- 
fruits of them that slept: and although He was jtm^ to 
death in the flesh, yet now, being quickened in the 
Spirit, He lives for ever\ And as we all die in Adam, 
so in Christ we all shall be made alive*; but every 
man in his own order : Christ is the first ; and we, if 
we follow Him in the regeneration, shall also follow 
film in the resurrection. 

He ascended into Heaven, 

When our dearest Lord was risen from the grave. 
He conversed with His disciples for forty days together^, 
often shewing Himself alive by infallible proofs, and 
once to five hundred of His disciples at one appearing". 
Having spoken to them fully concerning the affairs of 
the kingdom, and the promise of the Father ; leaving 
them some few things in charge for the present, He 
solemnly gave them His blessing, and in the presence 
of His Apostles was taken up into heaven by a bright 
cloud*, and the ministry of angels, being gone before 
us, to prepare a place for us above all heavens^, in the 

• Rev. i. 17, 18. • Mark xvi. 1 ; Acts x. 40. 

I* Rom. xiv. 9 ; Actf y. 30, &c. i Col. i. 18 ; Matt, zxviii. 1. 

' 1 Pet. iu. 18; i. 8; Bph. i. 17. • 1 Cor. xv. 20, &c. 

« Luke xxiv. 45, 50. • Matt. xxi. 17 ; John xx. and xxi.; 1 Cor. Tt. 6. 

■ Acts i. ». y Heb. vi. 19, 20. 
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presence of His Father, and at the feet of the throne 
of God. From which glorious presence we cannot be 
kept by the change of death and the powers of the 
grave*, nor the depth of hell, nor the height of heaven; 
but Christ being lifted up shall draw all His servants 
unto Him. 

And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty, 

I believe that Jesus Christ sitteth in heaven above 
all principalities and powers*, being exalted above 
every name that is named in heaven and earth, that is, 
above every creature above and below ; all things 
being put under His feet. That He is always in the 
presence of His Father, interceding for us^, and 
governs all things in heaven and earth, that He may 
defend His Chmch, and adorn her with His Spirit, 
and procure and effect her eternal salvation. There 
He sits and reigns as King, and intercedes as our 
High-Priest. He is a Minister of the sanctuary, and 
of the true tabernacle tohich God made, and not man, 
the Author and Finisher o/our/aith*^, the Captain of 
€mr confession, the great Apostle of our religion, the 
yreat Bishop of our souls, the Head of the Church ; and 
the Lord of heaven and earth. And therefore to Him 
we are to pay divine worship, sei-vice, and obedience**; 
and we must beHeve in Him, and in God by Him, and 
rely entirely on the mercies of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

From thence He shall come 

In the clouds, shining, and adorned with the glory 
of His Father®, attended by millions of bright angels, 

• Bom. viii. 88, 39 ; 1 John iii. 2. • Phil. ii. 8, 9, 4c. ; Eph. i. 17, 22. 
*• Rom. viii. 34 ; Heb. vii. 27 ; 2 Pet. i. 4. « Heb. xii. 2. 

* 1 Pet. i. 20, 21 ; Heb. i. 6. • John xiv. S ; Matt. xxir. 30. 
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with the voice of an archangel^, and a shout of all the 
heavenly army, the trump of God; and every eye 
shall see Him?, and they that pierced His hands and 
His feet shall behold His majesty, His terror, and His 
glory : and all the families of the earth shall tremble 
at His presence, and the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken, and the whole earth and sea shall be broken 
in pieces and confusion ; for then He shall come to 
put an end to this world, and 

To judge the quick and the dead, 

For the Father judgeth no man, hut hath given all 
judgment to the Son^, And at this day of judgment, 
the Lord Jesus shall sit in the air in a glorious throne : 
and the angels having gathered together God's elect 
from the four comers of the world ^ and all the kin- 
dreds of the earth being brought before the judgment- 
seat, shall have the records of then- conscience laid 
open, that is, all that ever they thought, or spake, or 
did, shall be brought to their memory, to convince the 
wicked of the justice of the Judge in passing the fear- 
ful sentence upon them, and to glorify the mercies of 
God towards His redeemed ones : and then the right- 
eous Judge shall condemn the wicked to the portion of 
devils for ever^, to a state of torments, the second, 
and eternal, and intolerable death; and the godly, 
being placed on His right hand, shall hear the blessed 
sentence of absolution, and shall be led by Christ to 
the participation of the glories of His Father's king- 
dom for ever and ever. Amen, 

I lelieve in the Holy Ohost [or, the Holy Spirit"] ; 
Who is the third Person of the holy, undivided, 

' 1 Thc» ir. 1«. I Rer. i. 7 ; Acti i. 11 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

k Jolm T. 22, 28 ; 1 Thew. iy. 16, 17. * Matt. xxr. 32 ; Acts x. 34, 

>> Matt xxy. 84, Ac. 
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ever-blessed Trinity, which I worship, and adore, and 
admire, but look upon with wcmder, and am not in a 
capacity to understand. I believe that the Holy 
S|Hrit, into whose name, as of the Father and the Scm, 
I was baptized', is the heavenly Author, the Captain, 
the Teacher, and the Witness of all the truths of the 
Gospel™: that as the Father sent the Son, so the Son 
from heaven sent the Holy Sprit, to lead the Church 
into all truth, to assist us in all temptations", and to 
help us in the purchase of all virtue. This Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father^ ^ and our Lord Jesus re- 
ceived Him from His Father, and sent Him into the 
worid ; who receiving the tldngs oi Christ, and de- 
claring the same excellent doctrines, speaks whatso- 
ever He hath heard from Him; and instructed the' 
Apostles P, and builds the Church, and produces faith, 
and confirms our hope, and increases charity. And 
this Holy Spirit our Blessed Lord hath left with His 
Church for ever^l, by which all the servants of God 
are enabled to do all things necessary to salvation, 
which by the force of nature they cannot do : and we 
speak by the Spirit, and work by the Spirit, when by 
His assistances any ways imparted to us we speak or 
do any thing of our duty. He it is who enlightens 
our understanding, sanctifies our will, orders and com- 
mands our afiTections ; He comforts our sorrows, sup- 
ports our spirits in trouble, and enables us by promises, 
and confidences, and gifts, to suffer for the Lord Jesus 
and the Gospel. And all these things God the Father 
does for us by His Son, and the Son by the Holy 

> Mstt zzriii. 19. 

» Jokn rf. 36 ; zvi. 13 ; y'u 45 ; vii. 16, 17 ; t. 87 ; Acta xv. 32; ii. 
33, 38 ; xiii. 1, 2, 3 ; xx. 28. 

■ Lukn xii. 12. • John xvii. 3; xiv. 16 ; xvi. ; xiii. 8. 

p Matt. X. 19 ; Eph. i. 17 ; iii. 16. 

< 1 Cor. li. 10, 11, 12; Rom. yiii. 14, 15, 16; iv. 17; xv. 13, 19; 
lThMi.i.6. 
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Spirit, and f^e Holy Spirit by all means within and 
without, which are operative upon and proportionable 
to the nature of reasonable creatures. This is He 
who works miracles, gives the gifts of prophecy and of 
interpretation, that teaches us what and how to pray, 
tliat gives us zeal and holy desires; who sanctifies 
children in Baptism, and confirms them with His grace 
in Confirmation, and reproves the world, and conse- 
crates Bishops and all the Ministers of the Gospd, 
and absolves the penitent, and blesses the obedient, 
and comforts the sick, and excommunicates the re- 
fractory, and makes intercesaon for the saints ; that 
is, the Church, and those whom He hath blessed, ap- 
pointed, and sanctified to these purposes, do all these 
ministries by His authority, and His commandment, 
and His aids. This is He that testifies to our spirits 
that we are the sons of God, and that makes us to cry, 
Abba, Father; that is, who inspires into us such 
humble confidences of our being accepted in our 
hearty and constant endeavours to please God, that 
we can with cheerfulness and joy call God our Father, 
and expect and hope for the portion of sons both here 
and hereafter, and in the certainty of this hope, to 
work out our salvation with fear and reverence, with" 
trembling and joy, with distrust of ourselves, and 
mighty confidence in God. By this holy and ever- 
blessed Spirit, several persons in the Church, and 
every man in his proportion, receives the gifts of 
wisdom, and utterance, and knowledge, and interpre- 
tation, and prophecy, and healing, and government, 
and discerning of spirits, and faith, and tongues, and 
whatsoever can be necessary for the Church in several 
ages and periods, for her beginning, for her continu- 
ance, for her in prosperity, and for her in persecution. 
This is the great promise of the Father^ ^ and it is the 

r Luke xxir. 49 ; iv. 18 ; Acis u. 83, S8. 
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gift of Gody which He wUl give to all them that ask 
Him, and who live piously and chastely, and are 
persons fit to entertain so divine a grace. This Holy 
Spirit God gives to some more', to some less, accor- 
ding as they are capahle. They who obey His motions \ 
and love His presence, and improve His gifts, shall 
have Him yet more abundantly : but they Qiat grieve 
the Holy Spirit^, shall lose that which they have; and 
they that extinguish Him^, belong not to Christ, but 
are in the state of reprobation ; and they that blas- 
pheme this Holy Spirit y, and call Him the spirit of the 
devil, or the spirit of error, or folly, or do malicious 
despites to Him, that is, they who on purpose, con- 
sidering and choosing, do Him hurt by word or by 
deed, (so far as Ues in them,) shall for ever be sepa- 
rated from the presence of God and of Christ*, and 
shall never be forgiven in this world, nor in the world 
to come. Lastly, this Holy Spirit seals us to the day 
of redemption ; that is, God gives us His Holy Spirit 
as a testimony that He will raise us again at the last 
day*, and give us a portion in the glories of His king- 
dom, in the inheritance of our Lord Jesus. 

The Holy Catholic Church; 

I believe that there is and ought to be a visible 
company of men, professing the service and discipline^, 
that is, the religion, of the Gospel, who agree together 
in the belief of all the tiniths of God revealed by Jesus 
Christ, and in confession of the Articles of this Creed, 
and agree together in praying and praising God 
through Jesus Christ*, to read and hear the Scriptures 
read and expounded, to provoke each other to love 
and to good works <^, to advance the honour of Christ, 

• Eph. iv. 7, 80. X 1 Cor. iU- 16; Eph. i. 13. « Acta rii. 51. 
> 1 TheM. T. 19. 1 Rom. u. 14. • Mark iii. 29. 

• % Cor. i. 22 ; V. 5. * 1 Tun. Ui. 15. « Eph. iii. 21. 
« Heb.ii. 12; x. 24. 
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and to propagate His faith and worship. I believe 
this to be a holy Church, spiritual^, and not civU and 
secular, but sanctified by their profession, and the 
solemn rites of it, professing holiness ^, and separating 
from the evil manners of heathens and wicked persons, 
by their laws and institutions. And this Church is 
Catholic^; that is, it is not confined to the nation of 
the Jews, as was the old reHgion, but it is gathered 
out of all natiohs, and is not of a difibring faith in 
differing places, but always did, doth, and ever shall, 
profess the faith which the Apostles preached^, and 
which is contained in this Creed; which whosoever 
believes is a Catholic and a Christian^ and he that 
believes not is neither. This Catholic Church I 
believe, that is, I believe whatsoever all good Chiis- 
tians in all ages and in all places did confess to be the 
Catholic and Apostolic faith. 

Ihe communion of saints ; 

That is, the communion of all Christians; because 
by reason of their holy faith they are called saints in 
Scripture^, as being begotten by God into a Hvely 
faith, and cleansed by believing : and by this faith, 
and the profession of a holy life in obedience to Jesus 
Christ, they are separated from the world, called to the 
knowledge of the truth, justified before God, and 
endued with the holy Spirit of grace, foreknown from 
the beginning of the world ^, and predestinated by God 
to be made conformable to the image of His Son, here 
in holiness of life, hereafter in a life of glory ; and 
they who are saints in their belief and profession, 
must be so also in their practice and conversatioD, 

• 1 Cor. xiv. 26, *c. f Malt, xviii. 17, 18. 

> Acts xU. 5 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 14. k Gal. i. 8, 9. 

iCol. ii.8,9; Heb.xui.8,9. 

k Acts xxvi. 10; ix. 18, 82, -41; 1 Cor. vi. 11 ; i. 2; Matt. xxU. 14. 

» 1 Pet. I. 2, 14, 15, 16; 2 Pet. Ui. 11. 
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tliat so they may make their calling and election sure, 
lest they be saints only in name and title, in their pro- 
fession and institution, and not in manners and holi- 
ness of living ; that is, lest they be so before men, 
and not before God. I believe that all peo|de who 
desire the benefit of the Gospel are bound to have a 
feUowship and society with these sarnie'*, and com- 
municate with them in their holy things, in their ^at^, 
and in their hape^, and in their sacraments, and in 
their prayers °, and in their public assemblies, and in 
their ffovemmetit; and must do to them all the acts of 
•charity 9 and mutual help which they can and are re- 
-quired to: and without Uiis conununion of saints, and 
a conjunction with them who believe in God thrcHigh 
Jesus Christ 4, there is no salvation to be expected ; 
wliich communion must be kept in inward things 
always, and by all persons, and testified by outward 
acts always, when it is possible, and may be done upon 
just and holy conditions. 

The forgiveness of sins, 

I believe that all the sins I committed before I came 
to the knowledge of the truth', and all the slips of 
human infirmity, against which we heartily pray, and 
watch, and labour, and all the evil habits, of which we 
repent so tunely and effectually, that we obtain their 
contrary graces, and live in them, are fully remitted 
by the Blood of Christ*; which forgiveness we obtain 
hj faith and repentance, and tiierefore are not justified 
by the righteousness of works, but by the righteousness 
of faith: and we are preserved in the state of fbrgive- 

•" Matt. zviU. 17, 18. ■ Heb. x. 25. • 1 Cor. zi. 23, Ac 

P Eph. iT. 13 ; v. 6, 7, 21 ; Ti. 18. 

«» PhU. u. 4 ; L 27; Bom. xri. 16, 17 ; 1 John iii. 18; 1 Pet. i. 22. 

' Bom. ui. 28; Acts ii. 38 ; xiu. 38 ; 1 John u. 1, 2, 12. 

* Oal. Ti. 1 ; John xx. 23 ; Mark xvi. 16 ; 2 Pet. i. 5, &e. ; £ph. i. 13 ; 
1 Pet. i. 1ft, 16, 17, 18; Jamet ii. 17, 20, Ac; 1 John iii. 21, Ac; 
Beh. xu. U, 1ft, 16. 
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ness or justification by the fruits of a Kvely faith, and 
a timely active repentance. 

The resurrection of the hody, 

I believe that at the last day all they wJiose sins are 
forgiven, and who lived and died in the communion of 
saints, and in whom the Hohj Spirit did dweU, shall 
rise from their graves*, their dead bones shall live, 
and be clothed with flesh and skin, and their bodies 
together with their souls shall enter into the portion 
of a new life : and that this body shall no more see 
corruption, but shall rise to an excellent condition" ; 
it shaJl be spiritual, powerful, immortal, and glorious, 
like unto His glorious Body, who shall then be our 
Judge, is now our Advocate, our Saviour, and our 
Lord* 

And the life everlasting. 

I believe that they who have their part in this re- 
surrection shall meet the Lord in the air, and when 
the blessed sentence is pronounced upon them, they 
shall for ever be vrith the Lord y in joys unspeakable, 
and ftiU of glory; God shall wipe all tears from their 
eyes ; there shall be no fear or sorrow, no mourning 
or death* ; a friend shall never go away from thence, 
and an enemy shall never enter; there shall be frdness 
without want*, light eternal brighter than the sun, day 
and no night, joy and no weeping, difference in degree 
and yet all frill; there is love without dissimulation, 
excellency without envy, multitudes without confrision, 
music without discord ; there the tmderstandings are 
rich, the will is satisfied, the affections are all love and 

• 1 Cor. zv. 29, Ae.i Matt. zxii. 31. 

• Bom. TiiL 11, 28; John Ti. 39; PhU. iiL SO. « 2 Cor.ty. 14. 
7 1 Tbe«f. iy. 17 ; Bev. xxi. 4. > Ber. zxii. 5. 

• Matt. zzy. 84. 
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all joy, and they shall reign with God and Christ for 
ever and ever. 

Amen, 

This is the Catholic faith, which except a man 
believe faithfully, he cannot be saved. 



TertuU, de velandis Virgin. 

" Regula quidem fidei, una onmino est, sola immo- 
bihs et irreformabilis, credendi, scilicet, in unicum 
Deum Oninipotentem, &c. Hac lege fidei manente, 
csetera jam disciplinse et conversationis admittimt 
novitatem correctionis, operante, soil, et proficiente 
usque in finem gratia Dei." 

The rule of faith is wholly one, unalterable, never to 
be mended, never changed ; to wit, / believe in God, 
Sfc, This law of faith remaining, in other things you 
may increase and grow. 

S, Aug, de Fide et Symh, 

*'H8BC est fides, quae paucis verbis tenenda in 
symbolo novellis datur. , Quae pauca verba fidelibus 
nota sunt: ut credendo subjugentur Deo, subjugati 
recte vivant, recte vivendo cor mundent, corde mundo 
quod credunt, intelligant.'* 

This is the faith which in few words is given to 
novices. These few words are known to all the foith- 
ful ; that by believing they may be subject to God, by 
this subjection they may Uve well, by living well they 
may purify their hearts, and with pure hearts they 
may [relish and] understand what they do believe. 

Max, Taurin, de Tradit, Synth, 

" Symbolum tessera est et signaculum, quo inter 
fideles, perfidosque secemitur." 
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This Creed is the badge or cognizance by which 
the faithful are discerned from unbelievers. 

Leo M, ad Pulcheriam Attg, 

" Hujus Catholic! Symboli brevis et perfecta con- 
fessio, quse duodecim Apostolorum totidem est signata 
sententiis, tarn instructa sit in munitione coelesti, ut 
omnes hsereticorum opiniones solo possint gladio 
detruncari." 

This short and perfect confession of this Catholic 
Creed, which was consigned by the sentences of 
twelve Apostles, is so perfect a celestial armour, that 
all the opinions of heretics may by this alone, as with 
a sword be cut in pieces. 



\.'V 
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AGENDA, 

OR, 

THINGS TO BE DONE. 

THE DIART, OR A RULE TO SPEND EACH DAY RELIGIOUSLY. 



Sect. I. 

1. Suppose every day to be a day of business: 
for your whole life is a race, and a battle ; a merchan- 
dise, and a journey. Every day propound to yourself 
a rosary or a chaplet of good works, to present to God 
at night. 

2. Rise as soon as your health and other occasions 
shall permit ; but it is good to be as regular as you 
can, and as early. Remember, he that rises first to 
prayer, hath a more early title to a blessing. But he 
that changes night into day, labour into idleness, 
watchfulness into sleep, changes his hopes of blessing 
into a dream. 

3. Never let any one think it an excuse to lie in 
bed, because he hath nothing to do when he is up ; 
for whoever hath a soul, and hopes to save that soul, 
hath work enough to do to make his calling and elec- 
tion sure, to serve God, and to pray, to read, and to 
meditate, to repent, and to amend, to do good to others, 
and to keep evil from themselves. And if thou hast 
little to do, thou oughtest to employ the more time in 
laying up for a greater crown of glory. 
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4. At your opening your eyes, enter upon the day 
with some act of piety. 

1. Of thanksgiving for the preservation of you the 
night past. 

2. Of the glorification of God for the works of the 
• creation, or any thing for the honour of God. 

5. When you first go off from your bed, solemnly 
and devoutly bow your head, and worship the holy 
Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

6. When you are making ready, be as silent as you 
can, and spend that time in holy thoughts ; there being- 
no way left to redeem that time firom loss but by medi- 
tation and short mental prayers. If you choose to 
speak, speak something of God's praises, of His good- 
ness, His mercies, or His greatness : ever resolving, 
that the first-fruits of thy reason and of all thy faculties 
shall be presented to God, to sanctify the whole harvest 
of thy conversation. 

7. Be not curious nor careless in your habit, but 
always keep these measures. 

1 . Be not troublesome to thyself or to others by un- 
handsomeness or uncleanness. 

2. Let it be according to your state or quality. 

3. Make religion to be the difference of your habit, 
so as to be best attired upon holy or festival days. 

8. In your dressing, let there be ejaculations fitted 
to the several actions of dressing : as at washing your 
hands and face, pray God to cleanse your soul from 
sin; in putting on your clothes, pray him to clothe 
your soul with the righteousness of your Saviour ; and 
so in all the rest. 

For reHgion must not only be the garment of your 
soul, to invest it all over ; but it must be also as the 
fringes to every of your actions, that something of re- 
ligion appear in every one of them, besides the innor 
cence of all of them. 

c 
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9. As soon as you are dressed with the first prepa- 
ration of your clothes, that you can decently do it, 
kneel and say the Lord's Prayer ; then rise from your 
knees, and do what is necessary for you in order to 
your further dressing, or afiairs of the house, which is 
speedily to he done; and then finish your dressing 
according to the foregoing rules. 

10. When you are dressed, retire yourself to your 
closet, and go to your usual devotions; which it is 
good that at the first prayers they were divided into 
seven actions of piety. 

1. An act of adoration. 

2. Of thanksgiving. 

3. Ofohlation. 

4. Of confession. 

5. Of petition. 

6. Of intercession. 

7. Of meditation, or serious, deUherate, useful read- 
ing of the holy Scriptures. 

11. I advise that your reading should be governed 
by these measures*. 

1. Let it be not of the whole Bible in order, but 
for your devotion use the New Testament, and 
such portions of the Old as contain the precepts 
of holy life. 

2. The historical and less useful part, let it be read 
at such other times which you have of leisure from 
your domestic employments. 

3. Those portions of Scripture which you use in 
your prayers, let them not be long : a chapter at 
once, no more. But then what time you can 
afford, spend it in thinking and meditating upon 
the holy precepts which you read. 

4. Be sure to meditate so long, till you make some 

• OvK i(m rivh ffwOriycu fi^ avy^x^s ityayy^atvs &iroA.a^orra 
nytvfiarucTis. S. Chrys. Horn. 3. de Lazaro. 
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act of piety upon the occasion of what you medi- 
tate: either that you get some new arguments 
against a sin, or some new encouragements to 
virtue ; some spiritual strength and advantage, or 
else some act of prayer to God or glorification 
of Him. 
5. I advise that you would read your chapter in the 
midst of your prayers in the morning, if they be 
divided according to the number of the former 
actions; because little interruptions will be apt 
to make your prayers less tedious, and yourself 
more attent upon them. But if you find any 
other way more agreeing to your spirit and dis- 
position, use your liberty without scruple. 

12. Before you go forth of your closet, after your 
prayers are done, set yourself down a little while, and 
consider what you are to do that day, what matter of 
business is like to employ you or to tempt you ; and 
take particular resolution against that, whether it be 
matter of wrangling, or anger, or covetousness, or vain 
courtship, or feasting ; and when you enter upon it, 
remember upon what you resolved in your closet. If 
you are likely to have nothing extraordinary that day, 
a general recommendation of the afiairs of that day to 
God in your prayers will be sufficient ; but if there be 
any thing foreseen that is not usual, be sure to be 
armed for it by a hearty, though a short, prayer, and 
an earnest prudent resolution beforehand, and then 
watch when the thing comes. 

13. Whosoever hath children or servants let him or 
her take care that all the children and servants of the 
family say their prayors before they begin their woric. 
The Lord's Prayer and the Ten Commandments, with 
the short verse at the end of every Commandment, 
which the Church uses, and the Creed, is a very good 
office for them, if they be not fitted for more regular 
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offices. And to these also it were good that some 
proper Prayer were apportioned, and they taught it. 
it were well if they would serve themselves of this 
form set down at the end of this Diary. 

14. Then go ahout the affairs of your house and 
proper employment, ever avoiding idleness, or too 
much earnestness of affection upon the things of the 
worid : do your business prudendy, tempenUefyy dUi" 
ffentfy, humbly, charitably, 

15. Let there be no idle person in or about your 
family, of beggars or unemployed servants, but find 
them all work and meat; call upon them carefully; 
reprove them without reproaches or fierce railings. 
Be a master or a mistress, and a friend to them, and 
exact of them to be faithful and diligent. 

16. In your servants suffer any offence against 
yourself rather than against God; endure not that 
they should swear, or lie, or steal, or be wanton, or 
curse each other, or be railers, or slanderers, or tell- 
tales, or sowers of dissension in the family, or amongst 
neighbours. 

17. In all your intercourse with your neighbours 
in the day, let your affairs be wholly matter of busi- 
ness or civility, and always managed with justice and 
charity ; never let it be matter of curiosity or enquiry 
into the actions of others ; always without censuring 
or rash judgment, without backbiting, slandering, or 
detraction : do it not yourself, neither converse with 
them that do. He or she that loves tale-bearers, shall 
never be beloved, or be innocent. 

18. Before dinner and supper, as often as it is con- 
venient or can be had, let the public prayers of the 
Church, or some parts of them, be said publicly in the 
family, and let as many be present as you can. The 
same rule is also to be observed for Sundays and Holy- 
days for their going to church. Let no servant be 
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always detained, but relieved and provided for by 
changes. 

19. Let your meal be temperate and wholesome, 
according to your quality and the season, begun and 
ended with prayer : and be sure that in the course of 
your meal, and before you rise, you recollect yourself, 
and send your heart up to God with some holy and 
short ejaculation ; remembering your duty, fearing to 
offend, or desiiing and sighing after the eternal supper 
of the Lamb. 

20. After meal, use what innocent refreshment yon 
please to refresh your mind or body, with these 
measures. 

1. Let it not be too expensive of time. 

2. Let it not hinder your devotion, nor your 
business. 

3. Let it be always without violence or passion. 

4. Let it not then wholly take you up when you 
are at it ; but let your heart retire with some 
holy thoughts and sober recollections, lest your 
mind be seized upon by it, and your affections 
carried off from better things : secure your affec- 
tions for God, and sober and severe emplojrment. 
Here you may be refreshed, but take heed you 
neither dwell here, nor stn here. It is better never 
to use recreation, than at any time to sin by it. 
But you may use recreation, and avoid sin, and 
that is the best temper : but if you cannot do both, 
be^nore careful of your soul than of your refresh- 
ment; and that is the best security. But then, 
in what you use to sin, carefully avoid it, and 
change your refreshment for some other instance 
in which you can be more innocent. 

21. Entertain no long discourses with any, but, if 
you can, bring in something to season it with religion : 
as God must be in all your thoughts, so, if it be posa- 
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ble, let Him be in all your discourses, at least let Him 
be at one end of it ; and when you cannot speak of 
Him, be sure you forget not to think of Him. 

22. Towards the declining of the day, be sure to 
retire to your private devotions. Head, meditate, and 
pray : in wh»ch I propound to you this method. On 
the Lord's Day meditate of the glories of the creation, 
the works of God, and all His benefits to mankind, and 
to you in particular. Then let your devotion be, humbly 
upon your knees to say over the 8th and 19th Psalms, 
and sometimes the 104th, with proper Collects which 
you shall find or get : adding tiie Form of Thanks, 
giving, which is in the Rule o/Hofy Living, page 378, 
in the manner as is there directed ; or some other of 
your own choosing. 

I Monday \ (\, Death. 
Tuesday ( ©n ) ^* Judgment 
Wednesday ( j 3. Heaven, 
Thursday ) \A, HeU. 
Saying your usual prayers, and adding some ejacula- 
tions or short sayings of your own, according to the 
matter of yom: devotion. 

On Friday, recollect your sins that you have done 
that week, and all your lifetime, and let your devotion 
be to recite humbly and devoutly some penitential 
Litanies, whereof you may serve yourself in the B^de 
of Holy Living, p. 373. 

On Saturday, at the same time, meditate on the 
Passion of our Blessed Saviour, and all the mysteries 
of our redemption, which you may do and pray 
together, by using the forms made to that purpose in 
the Rule of Holy Living , p. 391 . In all your devotions 
begin and end with the Lord's Prayer. 

Upon these two days and Sunday, you may choose 
some portions out of the Life of Christ, to read 
and help your meditation, proper to the mysteries 
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you are appointed to meditate, or any other devout 
books. 9 

23. Read not much at a time, but meditate as much 
as your time and capacity aiid disposition will give 
you leave : ever remembering, that little reading and 
much thinking, little speaking and much hearing, fre- 
quent and short prayers, and great devotion, is the 
best way to be wise, to be holy, to be devout. 

24. Before you go to bed, bethink yourself of the 
day past: if nothing extraordinary hath happened, 
your conscience is the sooner examined ; but if you 
have had any difference or disagreeing with any one, 
or a great feast, or great company, or a great joy, or 
a great sorrow, then recollect yourself with the more 
diligence : ask pardon for what is amiss ; give God 
thanks for what was good. If you have omitted any 
duty, make amends next day ; and yet if nothing be 
foimd that was amiss, be humbled still aiid thankful, 
and pray God for pardon if any thing be amiss that 
you know not of. If all these things be in your offices 
for your last prayers, be sure to apply them according 
to what you find in your examination : but if they be 
not, supply them with short ejaculations before you 
begin your last prayers, or at the end of them. Re- 
member, also, and be sure to take notice of all the 
mercies and deliverances of yourself and your relatives 
that day. 

25. As you are going to bed, as often as you can 
conveniently, or that you are not hindered by company, 
meditate of death, and the preparations to your grave. 
When you lie down, close your eyes with a short 
prayer, commit yourself into the hands of your faith- 
ful Creator ; and when you have done, trust Him with 
yourself, as you must do when you are dying. 

26. If you awake in the night, fill up the intervals 
or spaces of your not sleeping by holy thoughts and 
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aspirations, and remember the sins of your youth : and 
sometimes remember your dead, and that you shall 
die ; and pray to God. to send to you and all mankind 
a mercy in the day of judgment. 

27. Upon the holydays observe the same rules; 
only let the matter of your meditations be according 
to the mystery of the day. As upon Christmas-day^ 
meditate on the birth of our Blessed Saviour, and read 
lliat story and considerations which are in the Life of 
Christ : and to your ordinary devotions of every day 
add the prayer which is fitted to the mystery, which you 
shall find in the Life of Christy or in the Ride of Holy 
Living, Upon the day of the Annunciation, or our 
Lady-day^ meditate on the incarnation of our Blessed 
Saviour ; and so upon all the festivals of the year. 

28. Set apart one day for fasting once a week, or 
once a fortnight, or once a month at least ; but let it 
be with these cautions and measures. 

1. Do not choose a festival of the Church for your 
fasting-day. 

2. Eat nothing till your afternoon devotions be 
done, if the health of your body will permit it : 
if not, take something, though it be the less. 

3. When you eat your meal, let it be no more than 
ordinary, lest your fasting-day end in an in- 
temperate evening. 

4. Let the actions of all the day be proportionable 
to it ; abstain from your usual recreations on that 
day, and from greater mirth. 

5. Be sure to design beforehand the purposes of 
your fast, either for repentance^ or for mortifcation^ 
or for the advantages of prayer; and let your 
devotions be accordingly. But be sure not to 
think fasting, or eating fish, or eating nothing, of 
itself to be pleasing to God, but as it serves to 
one of these purposes. 
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6. Let some part of that day extraordinary be set 
apart for prayer, for the actions of repentance, for 
confession of sins, and for begging of those graces- 
for whose sake you set apart that day. 

7. Be snre that on that day you set apart something 
for the poor; for fasting and alms are the winffs 
of prayer, 

8. It is best to choose that day for your fast which, 
is used generally by all Christians, as Friday and 
Saturday ; but do not call it a fasting-day, unless 
also it be a day of extraordinary devotion and 
of alms. 

29. From observation of all the days of your life,, 
gather out the four extraordinaries. 

1. All the great and shameful sins you have com- 
mitted. 

2. All the excellent or greater acts of piety which 
by God's grace you have performed. 

3. All the great blessings you have received. 

4. All the dangers and great sicknesses you have 
escaped : and upon all the days of your extra- 
ordinary devotions, let them be brought forth, and 
produce their acts of virtue. 

1. Repentance and prayers for pardon. 

2. Resolutions to proceed and increase in good' 
works. 

3. Thanksgiving to God. 

4. Fear and watchfulness, lest we fall into worse, 
as a punishment for our sin. 

30. Keep a little catalogue of these, and at the foot 
of them set down what promises and vows you have- 
made, and kept or broken, and do according as you 
ajre obliged. 

31. Receive the blessed Sacrament as often as you 
can : endeavour to have it once a month, besides the 
solemn and great festivals of the year. 

c2 
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32. Confess your sins often, hear the word of God, 
make religion the business of your life, your study, and 
chiefest care ; and be sure that in all things a spiritual 
guide take you by the hand. 

Thou shalt always rejoice in the evening, if thou 
dost spend the day virtuously. 
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VIA PACIS. 

A SHORT METHOD OF PEACE AND HOLINESS, 

WITH A 

MANUAL OF DAILY PBAYERS, 

FITTED TO THE DATS OF THE WEEK. 



SUNDAY. 

The First Decade. 

1. It is the highest wisdom, hy despising the world 
to arrive at Heaven ; for they are hlessed whose daily 
exercise it is *to converse with God hy prayer and 
obedience, by hve Bud patience, 

2. It is lie extremest folly to labour for that which 
will bring torment in the end, and no satisfaction in the 
little enjoyment of it : to be unwearied in the pursuit 
of the world, and to be soon tired in whatsoever we 
begin to do for Christ. 

3. Watch over thyself, counsel thyself, reprove thy- 
self, censure thyself, and judge thyself impartially: 
whatever thou dost to others, do not neglect thyself. 
For every man profits so much as he does violence tc 
himself. 

4. They that follow their own sensuality, stain their 
consciences, and lose the grace of God ; but he that 
endeavours to please God, whatever he suffers, is be- 
loved of God. For it is not a question, whether we 
shall or shall not suffer : but, whether we shall suffer 
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for God, or for the world ; whether we shall take pains 
in religion, or in sin, to get Heaven, or to get riches. 

5. What availeth knowledge without the fear of 
God ? A humble ignorant man is better than a proud 
scholar, who studies natural things, and knows not 
himself. The more thou knowest, 3ie more grievously 
thou shalt be judged. Many get no profit by their 
labour because they contend for knowledge rather than 
for holy life ; and the time shall come, when it shall 
more avail thee to have subdued one Ituty than to have 
known all mysteries. 

6. No man truly knows himself, but he groweth 
daily more contemptible in his own eyes. Desire not 
to be known, and to be little esteemed of by men. 

7. If all be well tviihin, nothing can hurt us from 
without: for from inordinate love and vain fear comes 
all unquietness of spirit and distraction of our senses. 

8. He to whom all things are one, who draweth all 
things to one, and seeth all things in one, may enjoy 
true peace and rest of spirit. 

9. It is not much business that distracts any man, 
but the want of purity, constancy, and tendency towards 
God. Who hinders thee more than the unmortified 
desires of thy own heart ? As soon as ever a man de- 
sires any thing inordinately, he is presently disquieted 
in himself. He that hath not wholly subdued himself, 
is quickly tempted and overcome in small and trifling 
things. The weak in spirit is he that is in a manner 
subject to his appetite, and he quickly falls into indig- 
nation, and contention, and envy, 

10. He is truly great, that is great in charity, and 
little in himself. 
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MONDAY. 
The Second Decade, 

11. Wb rather often believe and speak evil of others, 
than good. But they that are truly virtuous, do not 
easily credit evil that is told them of their neighbours. 
For if others may do amiss, then may these also speak 
amiss, Man is frail and prone to evil, and therefore 
may soon fail in words. 

12. Be not rash in thy proceedings, nor confident 
and pertinacious in thy conceits. But consult with 
him that is wise, and seek to be instructed by a better 
than thyself. 

13. The more humble and resigned we are to God, 
the more prudent we are in our affairs to men, and 
peaceably in ourselves. 

14. The proud and the covetous can never rest. 

15. Be not ashamed to be, or to be esteemed, poor 
in this world ; for he that hears God teaching him, will 
find that it is the best wisdom to withdraw all our 
affections from secular honour and troublesome riches, 
and to place them upon eternal treasures, and by 
patience, by humility, by suffering scorn and contempt, 
and all the will of God, to get the true riches. 

16. Be not proud of well-doing ; for the judgment 
of God is far differing from the judgment of men. 

17. Lay not thine heart open to every one, but vdth 
the wise, and them that fear God. Converse not much 
with yoimg people and strangers. Flatter not the rich, 
neither do thou willingly or lightly appear before great 
personages. Never be partaker with the persecutors. 

18. It is easier, and safer, and more pleasant, to live 
in obedience, than to be at our own disposing. 

19. Always yield to others when there is cause ; for 
that is no shame, but honour ; but it is shame to stand 
stiff in a foolish or weak argument or resolution. 

cd 
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20. The talk of worldly affairs hindereth much, 
although recounted with a fair intention: we speak 
willingly, hut seldom return to silence. 

TUESDAY. 
The Third Decade. 

21. Watch and pray, lest your time pass without 
profit or fruit. But devout discourses do greatly 
further our spiritual progress, if persons of one mind 
and spirit he gathered together in God. 

22. We should eiy oy more peace, if we did not husy 
omrselves with the words and deeds of other men, 
wfnch appertain not to our charge. 

23. He that esteems his progress in religion to con- 
sist in exterior observances, his devotion will quickly 
be at «n end. But to free ourselves of passions is to 
lay the axe at the root of the tree, and the true way of 
peace. 

' 24. It is good that we fom^^tm^^ be contradicted and 
iH thought of, and that we always bear it well, even 
when we deserve to be well spoken of. Perfect peace 
and security cannot be had in this world. 

^. All the saints have profited by tribulations; 
and they that could not bear temptations became 
jfeprobates, and fell from God. 

26. Think not all is well within when all is well 
mthout ; or that thy being pleased is a sign that God 
is pleased : but suspect every thing that is prosperous, 
unless it promotes piety, and charity, and humflity. 

27. Do no evil, for no interest, and to please no 
man, for no friendship, and for no fear. 

28. God regards not how much we do, but from 
how much it proceeds. He does much that loves 
much«- 
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29. Patiently sufier that fix)m others which thou 
canst not mend in them, xmtil God please to do it for 
thee; and remember that thou mend thyself, since 
thou art so willing others should not offend in any 
thing. 

30. Every man's virtue is best seen in adversity 
and temptation. 

WEDNESDAY. 

The Fourth Decade. 

31. Begin every day to repent, not that thou 
shouldest at all defer it, or stand at Uie door, but be- 
cause an that is past ought to seem little to thee, 
because it is so in itself: begin the next day with the 
same zeal, and the same fear, and the same humility, 
as if thou hadst never begun before. 

32. A little omission of any usual exercise of piety 
cannot happen to thee without some loss and con- 
siderable detriment, even though it be upon a consi- 
derable cause. 

33. Be not slow in common and usual acts of piety 
and devotion, and quick and prompt at singularities : 
but having first done what thou art bound to, proceed 
to counsels and perfections, and the extraordinaries of 
religion, as you see cause. 

34. He that desires much to hear news is never void 
of passions and secular desires, and adherences to the 
world. 

35. Complain not too much of hindrances of devo- 
tion ; if thou let men alone, they will let you alone ; 
and if you desire not to converse with them, let them 
know it, and they will not desire to converse with 
thee. 

36. Draw not to thjrself the affairs of others. 
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neither inyolve thyself in the suits and parties of great 
personages. 

37. Know that if any trouble happen to thee, it is 
what thou hast deserved, and therefore brought upon 
thyself. But if any comfort come to thee, it is a gift 
of God, and what thou didst not deserve. And re- 
member, that oftentimes when thy body complains of 
trouble, it is not so much the greatness of trouble, as 
littleness of thy spirit, that makes thee to complain. 

38. He that knows how to suffer any thing for Godj 
that desires heartily the will of God may be done in 
him ; that studies to please others rather than himself; 
to do the will of his superior, not his own; that 
chooseth the least portion, and is not greedy for the 
biggest; that takes the lowest place, and does not 
murmur secretly ; he is in the best condition and state 
of things. 

39. Let no man despair of mercy or success so long 
as he hath life and health. 

40. Every man must pass through fire and water 
before he can come to refreshment. 



THURSDAY. 

The Fifth Decade. 

41. Soon may a man lose that by negligence, which 
hath by much labour and a long time and a mighty 
grace scarcely been obtained. And what shall become 
of us before night, who are weary so early in the 
morning ? Woe be to that man who would be at rest, 
even when he hath scarcely a footstep of holiness ap- 
pearing in his conversation ! 

42. So think, and so do, as if thou wert to die to-day, 
and at night to give an account of thy whole life. 

43. Beg not a long life, but a good one ; for length 
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of days oftentimes prolongs the evil, and augments 
the guilt. It were well if that little time We live, we 
would live well. 

44. Entertain the same opinions and thoughts of 
thy sin and of thy present state, as thou wilt in the 
days of sorrow. Thou wilt then think thyself very 
miserahle and very foolish, for neglecting one hour, 
and one day of thy salvation : think so now, and thou 
wilt be more provident of thy time and of thy talent. 
For there will a time come, when every careless man 
shall desire the respite of one hour for prayer and re- 
pentance, and I know not who will grant it. Happy 
is he that so lives, that in the day of death he rejoices, 
and is not amazed ! 

45. He that would die comfortably, may serve his 
ends by first procuring to himself a contempt of the 
world, a fervent desire of growing in grace, love of 
discipline, a laborious repentance, a prompt obedience, 
self-denial, and toleration of every cross accident for the 
love of Christ, and a tender charity. 

46. While thou art well thou mayest do much good, 
if thou wilt ; but when thou art sick, neither thou nor 
I can tell what thou shalt be able to do : it is not very 
much, nor very good. Few men mend with sickness, 
as there are but few who by travel and a wandering 
life become devout. 

47. Be not troubled, nor faint in the labours of 
mortification, and the austerities of repentance : for in 
hell, one hour is more intolerable than a hundred years 
in the house of repentance : and try; for if thou canst 
not endure God punishing thy follies gently for a 
while to amend thee, how wilt thou endure His 
vengeance for ever to undo thee ? 

48. In thy prayers wait for God, and think not 
every hearty prayer can procure every thing thou 
askoBt. Those things which the saints did not obtain 
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without many prayers, and much labour, and showers 
of tears, and a long-protracted watchfulness, and in- 
dustry, do thou expect also in its own time, and by its 
usual measures. Do thou valiantly, and hope confi- 
dently, and wait patiently, and thou shalt find thou wilt 
not be deceived. 

49. Be careful thou dost not speak a lie in thy 
prayers, which, though not observed, is frequently 
practised by careless persons, especialty in the forms 
of confession, affirming things which they have not 
tiiought, professing sorrow which is not, making a vow 
they mean not. 

50. If thou meanest to be devout, and to enlarge 
thy religion, do it rather by increasing thy ordinary 
devotions than thy extraordinary. For if tbey be not 
regular, but come by chance, they will not last long. 
But if they be added to your ordinary offices, or made 
to be daily, thy spirit will by use and custom be made 
tender, and not willing to go less. 

FRIDAY. 

'The Sixth Decade. 

51. He is a truly charitable and good man, who, 
when he receives injuries, grieves rather for the malice 
of him that injures him, ^an for his own suffering ; 
who willingly prays for him that wrongs him, a^ 
from his heart forgives all his faults ; who stays not, 
but quickly asks pardon of others for his errors or 
mistakes ; who sooner shews mercy than anger; who 
thinks better of others than himself; who offers 
violence to his appetite, and in all things endeavours 
to subdue the fiesh to the spirit. This is an excellent 
abbreviature of the whole duty of a Christian. 

52, No man can have felicity in two states of things 
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If he takes it in God here, in Him he shall have it 
hereafter, for God will last for ever. But if he takes 
felicity in things of this world, where will his felicity 
be when this world is done ? Either here alone or 
hereafter must be thy portion. 

53. Avoid those things in thyself, which in others 
do most displease thee. And remember, that as thine 
eye observes others, so art thou observed by God, by 
angels, and hymen. 

54. He that puts his confidence in God only, is 
neither overjoyed in any great good things of this Hfe, 
nor sorrowful for a little thing. Let God be thy love 
and thy fear, and He also will be thy salvation and thy 
refuge. 

55. Do not omit thy prayers for want of a good 
oratory or place to pray in, nor thy duty for want of 
temporal encouhigements. For he that does both 
upon God*s account, cares not how or what he suffers, 
so he suffer well, and be the friend of Christ; nor 
where nor when he prays, so he may do it JrequenUyy 

Jervently^ and acceptably, 

56. Very often remember and meditate upon the 
wounds and stripes, the shame and the pain, the death 
and the burial, of om: Lord Jesus ; for nothing will 
more enable us to bear our cross patiently, injuries 
charitably, the labour of religion comfortably, and cen- 
€nring words and detractions with meekness and quiet-' 

1USS. 

57. Esteem not thyself to have profited in religion, 
Jtnless thou thinkest well of others, and meanly of thy- 
self : therefore never accuse any but thyself; and he 
that diligently watches himself, will be willing enough 
to be silent concerning others. 

58. It is no great matter to live lovingly with good- 
natured, with humble, and meek persons : but he that 
can do so with the froward, with the wilful and the 
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ignorant, with the peevish and perverse, he only hath 
true charity: always remembering, that our true solid 
peace, the peace of God, consists rather in complying 
with others, than in being complied with ; in suffering 
and forbearing, rather than in contention and victory. 

59. Simplicity in our intentions and purity of affec- 
tions are the two wings of a soul, investing it with the 
robes and resemblances of a seraphim. Intend the 
honour of God principally and sincerely, and mingle 
not thy affections with any creature, but in just sub- 
ordination to God, and to religion, and thou shalt have 
joy, if there be any such thing in this world. For 
tiiere is no joy but in God, and no sorrow but in an 
evil conscience. 

60. Take not much care what or who is for thee, or 
against thee. The judgment of none is to be regarded 
if God's judgment be otherwise. Thou art neither 
better nor worse in thyself for any account that is 
made of thee by any but by God alone : secure that to 
thee, and He will secure all the rest. 

SATURDAY. 

The Seventh Decade. 

61. Blessed is he that understands what it is to love 
Jesus, and contends earnestly to be like Him. No- 
thing else can satisfy, or make us perfect. But be 
thou a bearer of His cross, as well as a lover of His 
kingdom. Suffer tribulation for Him, or from Him, 
with the same spirit thou receivest consolation; follow 
Him as weU for the bitter cup of His Passion as for 
the loaves ; and remember, that if it be a hard saying. 
Take up My cross, and follow Me; it is a harder say- 
ing. Go, ye cursed, into everlasting fire. 

62. No man can always have the same spiritual 
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pleasure in his prayers ; for the greatest saints have 
sometimes suffered the banishment of the heart, some- 
times are fervent, sometimes they feel a barrenness of 
devotion : for this spirit comes and groes. Best there- 
fore only in God, and in doing thy duty : and know, 
that if thou beest overjoyed to-day, this hour will pass 
away, and temptation and sadness will succeed. 

63. In all afflictions, seek rather for patience than 
for comfort : if thou preservest that, this will return. 
Any man would serve God, if he felt pleasure in it 
always ; but the virtuous does it when his soul is full 
of heaviness, and regards not himself, but God, and 
hates that consolation that lessens his compunction^ 
but loves any thing whereby he is made more humble. 

64. That which thou dost not understand when thou 
readest, thou shalt understand in the day of thy visita- 
tion : for there are many secrets of religion, which are 
not perceived till they be felt, and are not felt but in 
the day of a great calamity. 

65. He that prays, despairs not. But sad is the 
condition of him that cannot pray. Happy are they 
that can and do, and love to do it. 

66. He that will be pleased in his prayers, must 
make his prayers his rule. All our duty is there set 
down, because in all our duty we beg the Divine 
assistance ; and remember, that you are bound to do 
all those duties, for the doing of which you have 
prayed for the IXvine assistance. 

67. Be doing actions of religion as often as thou 
canst, and thy worldly pleasures as seldom, that if 
thou beest surprised by sudden death, it may be odds 
but thou mayest be taken at thy prayers. 

68. Watch, and resist the devil in all his tempta- 
tions and snares. His chief designs are these ; to 
hinder thy desire in good ; to put thee by from thy 
spiritual employment, from prayers especially, from 
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the meditation of the Passion, from the remembrance 
of thy sins, from hmnble confession of them, from 
speedy repentance, from the custody of thy senses 
and of thy heart, from firm purposes of growing in 
grace, from reading good books, and frequent receiv- 
ing the holy Sacrament. It is all one to him, if he 
deceives thee by a lie or by truth ; whether he amaze 
or trouble thee by love of the present, or fear of the 
future. Watch him but in these things, and there 
will be no part left unarmed in which he can wound 
thee. 

69. Remember how the proud have fallen, and they 
who have presumed upon their own strength have 
been disgraced; and that the boldest and greatest 
talkers in the days of peace, have been the most de- 
jected and pusillanimous in the day of temptation. 

70. No man ought to think he hath foimd peace, 
when nothing troubles him ; or that God loves him, 
because he hath no enemy ; nor that all is well, be- 
cause every thing is according to his mind ; nor that 
he is a holy person, because he prays with great sweet- 
ness and comfort. But he is at peace who is recon- 
ciled to God ; and God loves him, when he hath over- 
come himself; and all is well, when nothing pleases 
him but God, being thankful in the midst of his afflic- 
tions ; and he is holy, who, when he hath lost his com- 
fort, loses nothing of his duty, but is still the same, 
when God changes His face towards him. 
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POSTULANDA, 

OB, 

THINGS TO BE PRAYED FOR. 



A FORM OF PRAYER, 

BY WAY OP PABAPHRASB EXPOUNDING 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 



Our Father y 

Meeciful and gracious, Thou gavest us beings 
raising us from nothing, to be an excellent creation, 
efforming us after Thy own Image, tenderly feeding 
us, and conducting and strengthening us all our days. 
Thou art our Father by a more excellent mercy, 
adopting us in a new birth to become partakers of the 
inheritance of Jesus. Thou hast given us the portion 
and the food of sons : O make us to do the duty of 
sons, that we may never lose our title to so glorious 
an inheritance. 

Let this excellent name and title, by which Thou 
hast vouchsafed to relate to us, be our glory and oui 
confidence, our defence and guard, our ornament and 
strength, our dignity, and the endearment of obedience, 
the principle of a holy fear to Thee our Father, and of 
love to Thee and to our brethren, partakers of the 
same hope and dignity. 

Unite every member of the Church to Thee in holy 
bands : let there be no more names of division, nor 
titles and ensigns of error and partiality : let not us 
who are brethren contend, but in giving honour to each 
other and glory to Thee, contending earnestly for the 
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faith, but not to the breach of charity, nor the denying 
each other's hope. But grant, that we may all join in 
the promotion of the honour of Thee our Father, in 
celebrating the name, and spreading the family, and 
propagating the laws and institutions, the promises and 
dignities, of our elder Brother; that, despising the 
transitory entertainments of this world, we may labour 
for and long after the inheritance to which Thou hast 
given us title, by adopting us into the dignity of sons. 
For ever let Thy Spirit witness to our spirit that we 
are Thy children, and enable us to cry, Abba, Father. 

Which art in Heaven; 

Heaven is Thy throne, the earth Thy footstool. 
From Thy throne Thou beholdest all the dwellers upon 
earth, and triest out the hearts of men, and nothing is 
hid from Thy sight. And as Thy knowledge is infi- 
nite, so is Thy power uncircumscribed as the utmost 
Orb of heaven, and Thou sittest in Thy own essential 
happiness and tranquillity, immovable and eternal. 
That is our country, and thither Thy servants are 
travelling ; there is our Father, and that is our inhe 
ritance ; there our hearts are, for there our treasure is 
laid up till the day of recompense. 

Hallowed be Thy Name; 

Thy Name, O God, is glorious, and in Thy Name is 
our hope and confidence. According to Thy Name, so 
is Thy praise tmto the world's end. They that love Thy 
Name shall be joyful in Thee; for Thy Name, which 
Thou madest to be proclaimed unto Thy people, is. 
The Lord^ The Lord God, merciful and yracious, long^ 
suffering y and abundant in goodness and truth ; keep- 
ing mercy for thousands ^forgiving iniquity, and trans- 
gression, and sin, and that tviU by no means clear the 
guilty. In this glorious Name we worship Thee, O 
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Lord ; and aU they that know Thy Name wiUput their 
trust in Thee, The desire of our soul is to Thy Name, 
and to the remembrance of Thee. Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, of honour, and praise, and glory, for ever and 
ever: we confess Thy glories, we rejoice in Thy 
mercies : we hope in Thy Name, and Thy saints like 
it well: for Thy Name is praised unto the ends of the 
world ; it is believed by faith, relied upon by a holy 
hope, and loved by a great charity. All Thy Church 
celebi-ates Thee mth praises, and offers to Thy Name 
the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving. 

Thou, O God, didst frame our nature by Thy own 
Image, and now Thou hast imprinted Thy Name upon 
us, we are Thy servants, the relatives and domestics 
of Thy family, and Thou hast honoured us with a gra- 
cious appellative of Christians, O let us never dis- 
honour so excellent a title, nor by unworthy usages 
profane Thy holy Name, but for ever glorify it. Let 
our life be answerable to our dignity ; that our body 
may be chaste, our thoughts clean, our words gracious, 
our manners holy, and our life useful and innocent; 
that men, seeing our good works, may glorify Thee, our 
Father, which art in Heaveti* 

Thy kingdom come ; 

Thou reignest in Heaven and earth ; O do Thou 
rule also in our hearts, advance the interest of religion, 
let Thy Gospel be placed in all the regions of the 
earth, and let all nations come and worship Thee, lay- 
ing their proud ^vills at Thy feet, submitting their im- 
derstandings to the obedience of Jesus, conforming 
their affections to Thy holy laws. Let Thy kingdom 
be set up gloriously over us, and do Thou reign in our 
spirits by Thy Spirit of grace ; subdue every lust and 
inordinate appetite, trample upon our pride, mortify 
all rebellion within us^ and let all Thine and our 
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enemies be brought into captiirity, and that sin may 
never reign in our mortal bodies ; but that Christ may 
reign in our understanding by faith, in the will by 
charity, in the passions by mortification, in all the 
members by a right and a chaste use of them. And 
when Thy kingdom that is within us hath flourished 
and is advanced to that height whither Thou hast de- 
signed it, grant Thy kingdom of glory may speedily 
succeed, and we Thy servants be admitted to the peace 
and purity, the holiness and glories, of that state, 
where Thou reignest alone, and art all in all. 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven : 

Thy vrill, O God, is the measure of holiness and 
peace ; Thy providence the great disposer of all things. 

Sing all events together, in order to Thy glory and 
e good of Thy servants, by a wonderful mysterious 
chain of wisdom. Let Thy will also be the measure 
of our desires : for we know, that whatsoever Thou 
sayest is true, and whatsoever Thou doest is good. 
Grant we may submit our vrills to Thine, being patient 
of evils which Thou inflictest, lovers of the good which 
Thou commandest, haters of all evil which Thotf for- 
biddest, pleased with all the accidents Thou sendest ; 
that though our nature is weaker than Angels, yet our 
obedience may be as humble, our conformity to Thy 
will may arise up to the degrees of unity, and theirs 
cannot be more; that as they in Heaven, so we on 
earth, may obey Thy will promptly, cheerfully, zeaU 
ously, ^nd with all our faculties: and grant, that as 
they there^ so all the world here, may serve Thee with 
peace and concord, purity and love unfeigned, with 
one heart and one voice glorifying Thee our heavenly 
Father. 

Grant that we may quit all our own affections, and 
suspect our reasonings, and go out of oiirselves, and 
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all our own confidences ; that Thou being to us all 
things, disposing all events, and guiding all our 
actions, and directing our intentions, and over-ruling 
all things in us and about us, we may be servants of 
Thy divine will for ever. 

Give as this day our daily bread; 

Thou, O God, which takest care of our souls, do 
not despise our bodies which Thou hast made and 
sanctified, and designed to be glorious. But now we 
are exposed to hunger and thirst, nakedness and 
weariness, want and inconvenience, yeW unto us neither 
poverty nor riches, hut feed us with food convenient for 
usy and clothe us with fitting provisions, according to 
that state and condition wherein Thou hast placed 
Thy servants : that we may not be tempted with want, 
nor made contemptible by beggary, nor wanton or 
proud by riches, nor in love with any thing in this 
world; but that we may use it as strangers and 
pilgrims, as the relief of our needs, the support of our 
infirmities, and the oil of our lamps, feeding us till we 
are quite spent in Thy service. Lord, take from Thy 
servants sad carefulness and all distrust, and give us 
only such a proportion of temporal things, as may 
enable us with comfort to do our duty. 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us: 

O dear God, unless Thou art pleased to pardon us, 
in vain it is that we should live here, and what good 
vnll our life do us ? O look upon us with much mercy, 
for we have sinned grievously against Thee. Pardon 
the adherent imperfections of our life, tlie weaknesses 
of our duty, the carelessness of our spirit, our affected 
ignorance, our indiligence, our rashness and want of 
observation, our malice and presimiptions. Turn Thine 
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eyes from our impiirities, and behold the brightness 
and purest innocence of the holy Jesus ; and under 
His cover we plead oui cause, not that Thou shouldest 
judge our sins, but give us pardon, and blot out all 
our iniquities, that we may never enter into the horri- 
ble regions where there are torments without ceasing, 
a prison without ransom, reproaches without comfort, 
anguish without patience, darkness without light, a 
worm that never dies, and afire that never goeth out. 

But be pleased also to give us great charity, that we 
may truly forgive all that trouble or injure us, that by 
this character Thou mayest discern us to be Thy sons 
and servants, disciples of the holy Jesus; lest our 
prayer be turned into sin, and Thy grace be recalled, 
and Thou enter into a final anger against Thy servants. 

Lead us not into temptation ; 

Gracious Father, we are weak and ignorant, our 
affections betray us, and make us willing to die ; our 
adversary the devil goeth up and doum, seeking whom he 
mag devour: he is busy and crafty, malicious and 
powerful, watchful and envious; and we tempt our- 
selves, running out to mischief, deUghting in the ap- 
proaches of sin, and love to have necessities put upon 
us, that sin may be unavoidable. Pity us in the midst 
of these disorders, and give us spiritual strength, holy 
resolutions, a watchful spirit, the whole armour of 
God, and Thy protection, the guard of angels, and the 
eonduct of Thy Holy Spirit, to be our security in the 
day of danger. Give us Thy grace to fly from all oc- 
casions to sin, that we may never tempt ourselves, nor 
delight to be tempted; and let Thy blessed Providence 
80 order the accidents of our lives, that we may not 
dwell near an enemy ; and when Thou shalt try us, 
and sufSsr us to enter into combat, let us al^vays be on 
Thy side, and fight valiantly, resist the devil, and en- 
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dure patiently, and persevere constantly unto the end,, 
that Thou mayest crown Thy own work in us. 

But deliver us from evil: 

From sin and shame, from the malice and fraud of 
the devil, and from the falseness and greediness of 
men, from all Thy wrath, and from all our impurities ; 
good Lord deliver Thy servants. 

Do not reserve any thing of Thy wrath in store for 
us ; but let our sins be pardoned so fully, that Thou 
mayest not punish our inventions. And yet if Thou 
wilt not be entreated, but that it be necessary that we 
suffer, Thy will be done : smite us here with a Father's 
rod, that Thou mayest spare us hereafter : let the sad 
accidents of our life be for good to us, not for evil ; 
for our amendment, not to exasperate or weary us, 
not to harden or confound us : and what evil soever it 
be that shall happen, let us not sin against Thee. For 
ever deliver us from that evily and for ever deliver us 
from the power of the evil one, the great «nemy of 
mankind ; and never let our portion be in that region 
of darkness, in that everlasting burning, which Thou 
hBsi prepared for the devil and his angels J^r ever. 

For Thine is the Tdngdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

So shall we Thy servants advance the mightiness of 
Thy kingdom, the power of Thy majesty, and the 
glory of Thy mercy, from generation to generation for 
ever. Amen. 



,y Google 



LITANIES 

FOR ALL TfflNGS AND PERSONS. 



O God, the Father of mercies, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, -have mercy upon Thy servants, 
and hear the prayers of us miserable sinners. 

O Blessed Jesus, the Fountain of peace and pardon, 
our wisdom and our righteousness, our sanctification 
and redemption, have mercy upon Thy servants, refuse 
not to hear the prayers of us miserable, sorrowful, and 
returning sinners. 

O holy and divinest Spirit of the Father, help our 
infirmities: for of ourselves we know not what to ask, 
nor how to pray ; but do Thou assist and be present 
in the desires of us miserable sinners. 

I. 

• FOR PARDON OF SINa 
Remember not. Lord, the follies of our childhood, 
nor the lusts of our youth, the wildness of our head, 
nor the wanderings of our heart ; the infinite sins of 
our tongue, and the inexcusable errors of the davs of 
vanity. 

Lord, have mercy upon us poor 
miserable sinners. 
Remember not, O Lord, the growing iniquities of 
our elder age, the pride of our spirit, the abuse of our 
members, the greediness of our appetite, the incon- 
stancy of our purposes, the peevishness and violence 
of all our passions and affections. 
Lord, have mercy, Spc, 
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Bemember not, O Lord, how we have been full of 
envy and malice, anger and revenge ; fierce and earn- 
est in the purchases and vanities of the world, and 
lazy and dull, slow and soon weary in the things of 
God and of religion. 

Lfyrd^ have mercy ^ Sfc, 
Bemember not, O Lord, our uncharitable behaviour 
towards those with whom we have conversed, our 
jealousies and suspicions, our evil surmisings and evil 
reportings, the breach of our promises to men, and the 
breach of all our holy vows made to Thee our God. 
Itord^ have mercy ^ Sfc. 
Bemember not, O Lord, how often we have omitted 
the several parts and actions of our duty; for our sins 
of omission are infinite, and we have not sought after 
the righteousness of God, but have rested in careless- 
ness and forgetfulness, in a false peace, and a silent 
conscience. 

Lordy have mercy, ^c. 
O most gracious Lord, enter not into judgment with 
Thy servants, lest we be consumed in Thy wrath and 
just displeasure ; from which 

Good Lord, deliver its, and preserve 
Thy servants /or ever, 

U. 

FOR DELIVERANCE FROM EVILS. 

From gross ignorance and stupid negligence, from 
a wandering head and a trifling spirit, from the 
violence and rule of passion, from a servile will and a 
commanding lust, from all intemperance, inordination, 
and irregularity whatsoever. 

Good Lord, deliver and preserve 
Thy servants for ever. 
From a covetous mind and greedy desires, from 
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lustful thougbts and a wanton eye, firom rebellious 
members and the pride and vanitj of spirit, from Ms& 
opinions and ignorant confidences, 

Good Lordy delivery S^c, 
From improvidence and prodigality, from envy and 
the spirit of slander, from idleness and sensiiality, 
from presumption and despair, from sinful actions and 
all vicious habits. 

Good Lordy ddiver, Sfc, 
From fierceness of rage and hastiness of spirit, 
from clamorous and reproachful language, from peevish 
anger and inhuman malice, from tiie spirit of conten- 
tion and hasty and indiscreet zeal. 

Good Lordy delivery Sfc, 
^rom a schismatical and heretical spirit, from 
tyranny and tumults, from sedition and fsu^tions, from 
envying the grace of God in our brother, from im- 
penitence and hardness of heart, from obstinacy and 
apostacy, from delighting in sin, and hating (jod and 
good men. 

Good Lordy delivery S^e, 
From fornication and adultery, from unnatural de- 
sires and unnatural hatreds, from gluttony and drunken- 
ness, from loving and believing lies, and taking 
pleasure in the remembrances of evil things, from 
delighting in our neighbour's misery and procuring it, 
from upbraiding others and hating reproof of our- 
selves, 

Good Lordy delivery Sfc. 
From impudence and shame, from contempt and 
scorn, from oppression and cruelty, from a pitiless and 
imrelenting spirit, from a churli^ behaviour and in- 
decent usages of ourselves or others. 

Good Lordy delivery Sfc, 
From famine and pestilence, from noisome and in- 
fectious diseases, from sharp and intolerable pains. 
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from impatience and tediousness <^ spirit, from a 6tate 
of temptation and hardened c<msciences. 
Good Lord, deliver, Sfc, 

From banishment and prison, from widowhood and 
want, from violence of pains and passions, from tem- 
pests and earthquakes, from the rage of fire and water» 
from rebellion and treason, from fretfulness and inor- 
dinate cares, from murmuring against God and dis- 
obedience to the divine commandment. 
Good Lord, deliver, Sfc. 

From delaying our repentance and persevering in 
sin, from false principles and prejudices, from unthank- 
fulness and irrehgion, from seducing others and being 
abused ourselves, from the malice and craftiness of 
the devil, and the deceit and lyings of the world, 
Good Lord, ddwer, ^c. 

From wounds and murder, from precipices and falls, 
from fracture of bones and dislocation of joints, from 
dismembering our bodies and all infatuation of our 
souls, from folly and madness, from uncertainty of 
mind and state,' and from a certainty of sinning. 
Good Lord, deliver, S^c, 

From thunder and lightning, from phantoms, spec* 
tres, and illusions of the night, from sudden and great 
changes, from the snares of wealth and the contempt 
of beggary and extreme poverty, from being made an, 
example and a warning to others by suffering sad 
judgment ourselves. 

Good Lord, deliver, 8fc, 

From condemning others and justifying ourselves,, 
from mis-spending our time and abusing Thy grace, 
from calling good evil and evil good, from consenting 
to folly and tempting others. 
Good Lord, deliver, ^e. 

From excess in speaking and peevish silence, from 
looser laughing and immoderate weeping, from givhi^ 

D 
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eyil example to others or following any ourselves, from 
giving or receiving scandal, from the horrible sentence 
of endless death and damnation, 

Good Lord, deliver, Sfc. 
From cm^ing and swearing, from uncharitable 
chiding and easiness to believe evil, from the evil spirit 
that walketh at noon and the arrow that flieth in dark- 
ness, from the angel of wrath and perishing in popular 
diseases. 

Good Lord, deliver, ^c. 
From the want of a spiritual guide, from a famine 
of the Word and Sacraments, from hurtful persecu- 
tion, and from taking part with persecutors, 

Good Lord, deliver, Sfc, 
From drowning or being burnt alive, from sleepless 
nights and contentious days, from a melancholic and 
a confused spirit, from violent fears and the loss of 
reason, from a vicious life, and a sudden and un- 
provided death. 

Good Lord, deliver, 8fc, 
From relying upon vain fancies and false founda- 
tions, from an evil and an amazed conscience, from 
sinning near the end of our life, and from despairing 
in the day of our death. 

Good Lord, deliver, 8cc, 

From hypocrisy and wilfulness, from self-love and 

vain ambition, from curiosity and carelessness, from 

being tempted in the days of our weakness, from the 

•prevailing of the flesh, and grieving the Spirit, from 

all TW wrath, and from all our sins, 

Gfood Lord, deliver, Sfc. 

III. 
FOR GIFTS AND GRACES. 
Hear our proper, O Lord, and consider our desire ; 
hearken unto us for Thy truth and righteousness' sake : 
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O hide not Thy face from us, neither cast away TJvy 
servants in displeasure. 

Give \mto us the spirit of prayer, frequent and fer- 
vent, holy and persevering : an imreprovable faith, a 
just and a humble hope, and a never-failing charity. 
Hear our prayers, Lord, and 
consider our desire. 

Give \mto us true humility, a meek and a quiet 
spirit, a loving and a friendly, a holy and a useful 
conversation, bearing the burdens of our neighbours, 
denying ourselves, and studying to benefit others, and 
to please Thee in all things. 
Hear our prayers, Sfc. 

Give us a prudent and a sober, a just and a sincere, 
a temperate and a religious spirit ; a great contempt 
of the world, a love of holy thmgs, and a longing after 
Heaven, and the instruments and paths that lead 
thither. 

JSear our prayers, ^c. 

Grant us to be thankful to our benefactors, righte- 
ous in performing promises, loving to our relatives, 
careful of our charges ; to be gentle and easy to be 
entreated, slow to anger, and fully instructed and 
readily prepared for every good work. 
Hear our prayers, ^c. 

Give us a peaceable spirit, and a peaceable life, free 
from debt and deadly sin ; grace to abstain from all 
appearances of evil, and to do nothing but what is of 
good report, to confess Christ and l£s holy religion, 
by a holy and obedient life, and a mind ready to die 
for Him when He shall call us and assist us. , 

Hear our prayers, Sfc. 

Give to Thy servants a watchful and an observing 
spirit, dihgent in doing our duty, inflexible to evil, 
obedient to Thy word, inquisitive after Thy will, pure 
and holy thoughts^ strong and religious purposes, and 
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Thy grace to perform faithfullj what we have pro. 
mised in the day of our duty, or in the day of our 
calamity. 

Hear our prayers^ ^c, 

O teach us to despise all yanity, to fight the battles 
of the Lord manfully against the flesh, the world, and 
the devil, to spend our time religiously and usefully, 
to speak gracious words, to walk dways as in Thy pre- 
sence, to preserve our souls and bodies in holiness, fit 
for the habitation of the Holy Spirit of God. 
Hear our prayers, ^c. 

Give us a holy and a perfect repentance, a well-in« 
structed \mderstanding, regular affections, a constant 
and a wise heart, a good name, a fear of Thy Majesty, 
and a love of all Thy glories above all the things in 
the world for ever. 

Hear our prayers, Sfc, 

Give us a healthful body and a clear understanding, 
the love of our neighbours, and the peace of ihe 
Church, the public use and comfort of Thy holy Word 
and Sacraments, a great love to aU Christians, and 
obedience to our superiors, ecclesiastical and civil, all 
the days of our Kfe. 

Hear our prayers, A'c, 

Give us spiritusd wisdom, that we may discern what 
is pleasing to Thee, and follow what belongs imto our 
peace ; and let the knowledge and love of God, and 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, be our guide and our por- 
tion all our days.- 

Hear our prayers, St, 

Give unto us holy mspositions, and an active in- 
dustry in Thy service, to redeem the time mis-spent ia 
vanity : for Thy pity's sake take not vengeance of us 
fcr our sins, but sanctify our souls and bodies in this 
Efe, and glorify them hereafter. 
Hear our prayers, Sfc, 

Our Father, &c. n \ 
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IV. 

FOR ALL STATES OF MEN AND WOMEN, 

ESPECIALLY IK THE CHBISTIAN CHUBCH. 

To he added to the former Litanies^ according as our devotions 
and time will suffer, 

O Blessed God, in mercy remember Thine inherit- 
ance, and forget not the congregation of the poor for 
ever ; pity poor mankind, whose portion is misery and 
folly, shame and death. But Thou art our Redeemer, 
and the lifter up of our head, and under the shadow 
of Thy wings shall be our help, until this tyranny be 
overpast. 

Have merer/ upon us, God, and hide 
not Thyself from our petition. 

Preserve, O God, the Catholic Church in holiness 
and truth, in unity and peace, free from persecution, 
or gbrious under it; that she may for ever advance 
the honour of our Lord Jesus, for ever represent His 
sacrifice, and glorify His Person, and advance His 
religion, and be accepted of Thee in her Blessed 
Lord ; that, being filled with His Spirit, she may par- 
take of His glory. 

Have mercy upon us, 8fc. 

Give the spirit of government and holiness to aU 
Christian kings, princes, and governors : grant that 
their people may obey them, and they may obey Thee, 
and live in honesty and peace, justice and holy reli- 
gion, being nursing-fathers to the Church, advocates 
for the oppressed, patrons for the widows, and a sanc- 
tuary for the nuserable and the fatherless : that they 
may reign with Thee for ever in the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Have mercy upon us, Sfc, 

Give to Thy servants the Bishops, and all the 
Clergy, the spirit of holiness and courage, of patience 
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and humility, of prudence and diligence, to preach 
and declare Thy will by a holy life and wise dis- 
courses ; that they may minister to the good of souls, 
and find a glorious reward in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Have mercy upon us, Sfc, 
Give to our relatives [our wives and children, our 
friends and benefactors, our charges, our family, &c.] 
pardon and support, comfort in all their sorrows, 
strength in all temptations, the guard of Angels to 
preserve them from evil, and the conduct of Thy Ho^y 
Spirit to lead them into all good ; that they doing 
their duty may feel Thy mercies here, and partake of 
Thy glories hereafter. 

Have mercy upon us, 8fc, 
Give to all Christian kingdoms and commonwealths 
peace and plenty, health and holy religion; to all 
families of religion and nurseries of piety, zeal and 
holiness, prudence and unity, peace and contented- 
ness ; to all schools of learning, quietness and in- 
dustry, freedom from wars and violence, factions and 
envy. 

Have mercy upon us, S^c. 
Give to all married persons faith and love, charita- 
ble and wise compliances, sweetness of society, and 
innocence of conversation ; to all virgins and widows 
great love of religion, a sober and a contented spirit, an 
xmwearied attendance to devotion and the offices of 
holiness ; protection to the fatherless, comfort to the 
disconsolate, patience and submission, health and spiri- 
tual advantages to the sick ; that they may feel Thy 
comforts for the days wherein they have suffered 
adversity. 

Have mercy upon us, 8fc, 
Be Thou a star and a guide to them that travel by 
land or sea, the confidence and comfort of them that 
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are in storms and shipwrecks, the strength of them 
that toil in the mines and row in the gsdleys, an in- 
structor to the ignorant ; to them that are condemned 
to die be Thou a guide unto death ; give cheerfuhiess 
to everr sad heart, spiritual strength and proportion- 
able comfort to them that are afflicted by evil spirits ; 
pity tie lunatics, give life and salvation to all to whom 
Thou hast given no understanding, accept the stupid 
and the fools to mercy ; give liberty to prisoners, re- 
denption to captives, maintenance to the poor, patron- 
ap and defence to the oppressed, and put a period to 
tfe iniquity and to the miseries of all mankind. 
Have mercy upon us, 8fc, 
Give unto our enemies grace and psirdon, charity to 
us, and love to Thee ; take away all anger from them, 
and all mistakes from us, all misinterpretations and 
jealousies ; bring all sinners to repentance and holi- 
ness, and to all Thy saints and servants give an in- 
creasing love, and a persevering duty ; bring all 
Turks, Jews, and Infidels, to the knowledge and con- 
fession of the Lord Jesus, and a participation of all 
the promises of the Gospel, all the benefits of His 
passion ; to all heretics give humility and ingenuity, 
repentance of their errors, and grace and power to 
make amends to the Church and truth, and a public 
acknowledgment of a holy faith, to the glory of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Have mercy upon us, 8fc, 
Give to all merchants faithfulness and truth ; to the 
labouring husbandman health and fair seasons of the 
year, and reward his toil with the dew of Heaven and 
the blessings of the earth ; to all artisans give dili- 
gence in their callings, and a blessing on their labours 
and on their families ; to old men piety and perfect 
repentance, a liberal heart, and an open hand, great 
•eligion, and desires after Heaven ; to young men give 
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aobriety and chastity, health and useMness, an early 
piety and a persevering duty ; to all fiimilics Tisited 
with the rod of God, give consolation, and a holy use 
of the afliiction, and a speedy deliverance ; to us all 
pardon and holiness, aiul life eternal, througl Jesus 
Christ Amen. 

TTie grace of our Lord Jestu Christy and the W of 
Gody and the communication of the Holy Spirit, bt\Dith 
us all for ever. Amen, 

A SHORT PRAYER TO BE SAD) EVERY 
MORNING. 

L 

O Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Ihe God of mercy and comfort ; with reverence and 
fear, with hiunble confidence and strong desires, I ap- 
proach to the Throne of grace, begging of Thee mercy 
and protection, pardon and salvation. O my God, I 
am a sinner, but sorrowftd and repenting : Thou art 
justly offended at me, but yet Thou art my Lord and 
my Fat?ier, merciful and gracious. Be pleased to blot 
all my sins out of Thy remembrance, and heal my 
soul, that I may never any more sin against Thee. 
Lord, open my eyes, that I may see my own infirmi- 
ties, and watch against them; and my own follies, 
that I may amend them ; and be pleased to ^ve 
me perfect understanding in the way of godliness, 
that I may walk in it all the days of my pUgrimagQ. 
Give me a spirit diligent in the works of my calling, 
cheerful and zealous in religion, fervent and frequent 
in my prayers, charitable and useful in my conversa- 
tion. Give me a healthful and a chaste body, a pure 
and a holy soul, a sanctified and an humble spirit ; and 
let my body and soul and spirit be preserved unblame- 
able to the coming of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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II. 



Blessed be Thy Name, O God, and blessed be Thy 
mercies, who hast preserved me this night from sin 
and sorrow, from sad chances, and a violent death, 
from the malice of the devil, and the evil effects of n^ 
own corrupted nature and infirmity. The outgoings 
of the morning and evening shall praise Thee, and 
Thy servants shall rejoice in giving Thee praise for 
the operation of Thy hands. Let Thy providence 
and care watch over me this day and all my whole life, 
that I may never sin against Thee by idleness ox folly ^ 
by evU company or private sins, by word or deed, by 
thought or desire ; and let the employment of »ay day 
leave no sorrow, or the remembrance of an evil con- 
science at night; but let it be holy and profitable, 
blessed, and always innocent : that when the days of 
my short abode are done, and the shadow is departed, 
I may die in Thy fear and favour, and rest in a holy 
hope, and at last return to the joys of a blessed resur- 
rection, through Jesus Christ : in whose Name, and 
in whose words, in behalf of myself and all my friends, 
and all Thy servants, I humbly and heartily pray. 

Our Father, S^c. 

A PRAYER FOR THE EVENING. 

Eternal God, Almighty Father of men and angels, 
by whose care and providence I am preserved and 
blessed, comlbrted and assisted ; I humbly beg of 
Thee to pardon the sins and follies of this day, the 
weaknesses of my services and the strength of my 
passions, the rashness of my words, and the vanity 
and evil of my actiops. O just and dear God, how long 
shall I confess my sins, and pray against them, and 
yet fall under them ! O let it be so no more ; let me 
never return to the follies of which I am ashamed, 
i>2 
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which bring sorrow and death, and Thy displeasure 
worse than death. Give me a command over my evil 
inclinations, and a perfect hatred of sin, and a love to 
Thee above all the desires of this world. Be pleased 
to bless and preserve me this night from all sin, and 
all violence of chance, and the malice of the spirits of 
darkness : watch over me in my sleep, and whether I 
«leep or wake, let me be Thy servant. Be Thou first 
and last in all my thoughts, and the guide and con- 
tinual assistance of all my actions. Preserve my body, 
pardon the sin of my soul, and sanctify my spirit. Let 
me always live holily, and justly, and soberly ; and 
when I die, receive my soid into Thy hands, O holy 
and ever-blessed Jesus, that I may lie in Thy bosom, 
and long for Thy coming, and hear Thy blessed sen- 
tence at doomsday, and behold Thy face, and live in 
Thy kingdom, sin^ng praises to God for ever and 
-ever. Amen, 
Our Father, Sfc, 

FOR SUNDAY. 

A PKAYEB AGAINST PBIDE. 
I. 

O eternal God, merciful and glorious, Thou art ex- 
alted far above all heavens ; Thy throne, O God, is 
glory, and Thy sceptre is righteousness ; Thy will is 
holiness, and Thy wisdom the great foundation of 
empire and government. I adore Thy majesty, and 
rejoice in Thy mercy, and revere Thy power, and 
confess all glory and dignity and honour to be Thine 
alone, and tieirs to whom Thou shalt impart any ray 
of Thy majesty, or reflection of Thy honour : but as 
for me, I am a worm and no man, vile dust and ashes, 
the son of corruption, and the heir of rottenness, seized 
upon by folly, a lump of ignorance and sin, and shame 
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and death. JFhat art Thou, Lord? The gi'eat 
God of heaven and earth, the fountain of holiness, and 
perfection infinite. But what am I? So ignorant^ 
that I know not what ; so poor, that I have nothing of 
my own ; so miserable^ that I am the heir of sorrow 
and death ; and so sinful, that I am encompassed witb 
shame and grief. 

11. 

And yet, O my God, I am proud ; proud of my 
shame, glorying in my sin, boasting my infirmities ;. 
for this is sJl that I have of my own, save only that I 
have multiplied my miseries by vile actions, every day 
dishonouring the work of Thy hands; my understand- 
ing is too confident, my affections rebellious, my will* 
refractory and disobedient ; and yet I know Thou re- 
sistest the proud, and didst cast the morning stars,, 
the angels, from heaven into chains of darkness, when 
they grew giddy and proud, walking upon the battle- 
ments of heaven, beholding the glorious regions that 
. were above them. 

III. 

Thou, O God, who givest grace to the humhle, do* 
something also for the proud man ; make me humble 
and obedient. Take from me the spirit of pride and 
haughtiness, ambition and self-flattery, confidence and 
gaiety ; teach me to think well, and to expound all 
things fairly of my brother, to love his worthiness, to 
delight in his praises, to excuse his errors, to give 
Thee thanks for his graces, to rejoice in all the good 
that he receives, and ever to believe and speak better 
things of him than of myself. 

IV. 
O teach me to love to be concealed, and little 
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esteemed; let me be truly humbled, and heartily 
ashamed of my sin and folly: teach me to bear re- 
proaches evenly, for I have deserved them ; to refuse 
all honours done unto me, because I have not deserved 
them ; to return all to Thee, for it is Thine alone ; to 
suffer reproof thankfully, to amend all my ffuilts 
speedily : and do Thou invest my soul with the hum- 
ble robe of my meek Master and Saviour Jesus ; and 
when I have humbly, patiently, charitably, and dili- 
gently served Thee, change this robe into the shining 
garment of immortaHty, my confusion into glory, my 
folly to perfect knowledge, my weaknesses and dis- 
honours to the strength and beauties of the sons of 
God. 

V. 

In the mean time, use what means Thou pleasest to 
conform me to the Image of Thy holy Son ; that I 
may be gentle to others, and severe to myself; that I 
may sit down in the lowest place, striving to go 
before my brother in nothing, but in doing him and 
Thee honour; staying for my glory till Thou shalt 
please in the day of recompenses to reflect Ught from 
Thy face, and admit me to behold Thy glories. Grant 
this for Jesus Christ's sake, who humbled Himself to 
the death aiid shame of the Cross, and is now exalted 
unto glory. Unto EBm, with Thee, O Father, be 
glory and praise for ever and ever. Amen, 



FOR MONDAY. 

A PBAYER AGAINST COVETOITSNDSS. 
I. 

' O Almighty God, eternal Treasure of all good 
-things, Thou fillest all things with plenteousness ; 
Thou dothest the lilies of the fields and feedest the 
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young ravens that call upon Thee : Thou art all-suffi- 
cient in Thyself, and all-sufficient to us. Let Thy 
providence be my storehouse, Thy dispensation of 
temporal things the limit of my labour, my own ne. 
cessity the measures of my desire : but never let my 
desires of this world be greedy, nor my labour im- 
moderate, nor my care vexatious and distracting ; 
but prudent, moderate, holy, subordinate to Thy wUl, 
the measure Thou hast appointed for me. 

II. 

Teach me, O God, to despise the world, to labour 
for the true riches, to seek the Jdngdom of Heaven and 
its righteousness, to be content with what Thou pro* 
videst, to be in this world like a stranger, with affec- 
tions set upon Heaven, labouring for and longing after 
the possessions of Thy kingdom : but never suffer my 
affections to dwell below ; but give me a heart com- 
passionate to the poor, Uberal to the needy, open and 
free in all my communications, without base ends, or 
greedy designs, or imworthy arts of gain ; but let my 
strife be to gain Thy favour, to obtain the blessedness 
of doing good to others, and giving to them that want; 
and the blessedness of receiving from Thee pardon and 
support, grace and holiness, perseverance and glory, 
through Jesus Christ our^ Lord. 



FOR TUESDAY. 

A PEAYEB AGAINST LUST. 

L 

O Eternal Purity, Thou art brighter than the sun, 
purer than the angels, and the heavens are not clean 
in Thy sight ; with mercy behold Thy servant, apt to 
be tempted with every object, and to be overcome by 
every enemy. I cannot, O God, fetand in the day of 
d3 
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battle and danger, unless Thou coTerest me with Thj 
shield, and hidest me under Thy wings. The fiery 
darts of the devil are ready to ccmsume me, unless the 
dew of Thy grace for ever descend upon me. Thoa 
didst make me after Thine image : be pleased to pre- 
«erve me so, pure aad spotless, chaste and clean, that 
my body may be a holy temple, and my sool a sanc- 
tuary to entertain Thy divinest Spirit, the Spirit of 
love and holiness, the Prince of purities. 

n. 

Reprove in me the spirit of fornication and unclean- 
ness, and fill my soul with holy fires, that no strange 
fire may come into the temple of my body, where 
Thou hast chosen to dwell. O cast out all tiiose im- 
clean spirits which have unhallowed the jdace where 
Thy holy feet have trod; pardon all my hurtful 
thoughts, all my impurities, that I, who am a memb»* 
of Christ, may not become the member of a harlot, nor 
the slave of the devil, nor a servant of lust and un- 
worthy desires : but do lliou purify my love, and let 
me seek the things that are above, hating the garmenta 
jotted with the flesh, never any more grieving 2%g Holy 
Spirit by filthy inclinations, with impure and fantastic 
thoughts ; but let my thoughts be holy, my soul pure, 
my body chaste and healthful, my spirit severe, devout, 
and religious, every day more and more ; that at the 
day of our appearing, I may be presented to God 
washed and cleansed, pure and spoUess, by the Blood 
of the holy Lamb, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 
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FOR WEDNESDAY. 

A PBAYEB AOAIN8T GLUTTONY AND DEUNXENNESS. 
I. 

O Almighty Father of men and angels, wto hast 
of Thy great bomity provided plentifully for all man- 
kind, to support his state, to relieve his necessities, to 
refresh his sorrows, to recreate his labours, that he 
may praise Thee, and rejoice in Thy mercies and 
bounty; be Thou gracious unto Thy servant yet more, 
and suffer me not by my folly to change Thy bounty 
into sin, Thy grace into wantonness. Give me the 
spirit of temperance and sobriety, that I may use Thy 
creatures in the same measures and to the same pur- 
poses which Thou hast designed, so as may best 
enable me to serve Thee, but not to make provision for 
the flesh, to fidfU the lusts thereof. Let me not, as 
Esau, prefer meat before a blessing ; but subdue my 
appetite, subjecting it to reason and the grace of God» 
being content with what is moderate and useful, and 
easy to be obtained, taldng it in due time, receiving it 
thankfully, making it to minister to my body, that my 
body may ibe a good instrument of tiic soul, and the 
soul a servant of Thy ^vine Majesty for ever and 
ever. 

II. 

Pardon, O God, in whatsoever I have offended Thee 
by meat and drink and pleasures ; and never let my body 
any more be oppressed with loads of sloth and delicacies^ 
or my soul drowned in seas of wine or strong drink ; but 
let my appetites be changed into spiritual desires, that 
I may hunger after ^efood of angels, and thirst for 
the toine of elect souls, and may account it meat and 
drmk and pleasure to do Thy wiU, O God. Lord, let 
me eat ai^ diink so, that my food may not become a 
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temptation, or a sin, or a disease ; but grant that with 
so much caution and prudence I may watch over my 
appetite, that I may in the strength of Thy mercies 
and refreshments, in the light of Thy countenance, and 
in the paths of Thy commandments, walk before Thee 
all the days of my life acceptable to Thee in Jesus 
Christ, ever advancing His honour, and being filled 
with His Spirit, that I may at last partake of His 
glory, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Zimen. 



FOR THURSDAY. 

A PEAYEB AGAINST ENVY. 



O most gracious Father, Thou Spring of an eternal 
charity, who hast so loved mankind that Thou didst 
open Thy bosom, and send Thy holy Son to convey 
Thy mercies to us ; and Thou didst create angels and 
men, that Thou mightest have objects to whom Thou 
mightest commimicate Thy goodness : give me grace 
to follow so glorious a precedent, that I may never 
€nvy the prosperity of any one, but rejoice to honour 
him whom Thou honourest, to love him whom Thou 
lovest, to commend the virtuous, to discern the pre- 
cious from the vile, giving honour to whom honour 
belongs ; that I may go to Heaven in the noblest way 
of rejoicing in the good of others. 

n. 

O dear God, never suffer the devil to rub his vilest 
leprosy of envy upon me ; never let me have the affec- 
tions of the desperate and damned ; let it not be ill 
with me, when it is well with others ; but let Thy 
Holy Spirit so over-rule me for ever, that I may pity 
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the afflicted, and be compassionate, and have a fellow^ 
feeling of my brother's sorrows, and that I may as 
much as I can promote his good, and give Thee thanks 
for it, and rejoice with them that do rejoice ; never 
censuring his actions cursedly, nor detracting from his 
praises spitefully, nor upbraiding his infelicities mali- 
ciously, but pleased in all things which Thou doest or 
giv«st ; that I may then triumph in spirit when Thy 
kingdom is advanced, when Thy Spirit rules, when 
Thy Church is profited, when Thy saints rejoice, 
when the devil's interest is destroyed, truly loving 
Thee, and truly loving my brother ; that we may all 
together join in the holy communion of saints, both 
here and hereafter, in the measures of grace and glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



FOR FRIDAY. 

A FBAYEB AGAINST WBATH ANB INOBDINATE ANGEK. 



O Almighty Judge of men and angels, whose anger 
is always the minister of justice, slow, but severe, not 
lightly arising, but felling heavily when it comes; 
give to Thy servant a meek and a gentle spirit, that I 
also may be slow to anger, and easy to mercy and for- 
giveness. Give me a wise and a constant heart, that 
I may not be moved with every trifling mistake and 
inconsiderable accident in the conversation and inter- 
course of others, never be moved to an intemperate 
anger for aay injury that is done or offered ; let my 
anger ever be upon a just cause, measured with mode- 
ration and reason, expressed with charity and pru- 
dence, lasting but till it hath done some good, either 
upon myself or others. 
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II. 

Lord, let me be ever courteous, and easy to be en- 
treated ; never let me fall into a peevish or contentious 
spirit, but follow peace with all men, o£fering forgive- 
ness, inviting them by courtesies, ready to confess my 
own errors, apt to make amends, and desirous to be 
reconciled. Let no sickness or cross accident, no 
-employment or weariness, make me angry or imgentle, 
and discontent or imthankful, or imeasy to them that 
minister to me ; but in all things make me like unto 
the holy Jesus. Give me the spirit of a Christian, 
charitable, humble, merciful and meek, useful and 
liberal, complying with every chance ; angry at no- 
thing but my own sins, and grieving for Ae sins of 
others : that while my passion obeys my reason, and 
my reason is religious, and my reUgion is pure and 
\mdefiled, managed with humility, and adorned with 
charity, I may escape Thy anger which I have de- 
45erved, and may dwell in Thy love, and be Thy son 
and servant for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen, 



FOR SATURDAY. 

A PKATEB AGAINST VTEARINESS IN WELL-DOING. 
I. 

O my God, merciful and gracious, my soul groans 
under Uie loads of its own infirmity, when my spirit is 
vnlling my flesh is weak, my understanding foolish 
and imperfect, my will peevish and listless, my affec- 
tions wandering after strange objects, my fancy wild 
and unfixed, all my senses minister to folly and vanity ; 
and though they -were all made for religion, yet they 
least of all deUght in that. O my God, pity me, and 
hear me when I pray, and make that I may pray ac- 
ceptably ! Give me a love to religion, an unwearied 
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spii-it in the things of God. Let me not relish nor de- 
light in the things of this world, in sensual objects^ 
and transitory possessions ; but make my eyes look- 
up to Thee, my soul be filled with Thee, my spirit 
ravished with Thy love, my understanding employed 
in the meditation ofThy law, all my powers and facul- 
ties of soul and body wholly serving Thee, and delight- 
ing in such holy ministries. 

n. 

O most gracious God, what greater favour is there 
than that I may, and what easier employment can 
there be than to pray to Thee, to be admitted into* 
Thy presence, and to represent our needs, and that we 
have oiu: needs supplied only for asking and desiring 
passionately and humbly ! But we rather quit our 
hopes of Heaven, than buy it at the cheapest rate of 
humble prayer. This, O God, is the greatest infirmity^ 
and infeUcity of man, and hath an intolerable cause, 
and is an insufferable evil. 

III. 

O relieve my spirit with Thy graciousness, take 
from me all tediousness of spirit, and give me a labo- 
riousness that will not be tired, a hope that shall never 
fail, a desire of holiness not to be satisfied till it pos- 
sesses, a charity that will always increase; that I^ 
making religion the business of my whole Ufe, may 
turn all things into religion, doing all to Thy glory,, 
and by the measures of Thy word and of Thy Spirit,, 
that when Thou shalt call me from this deliciousnesa 
of employment, and the holy ministries of grace, I may^ 
pass into the employment of saints and angels, whose 
work it is with eternal joy and thanksgiving to sing 
praises to the mercies of tie great Redeemer of men, 
and Saviour of men and angels, Jesus Christ our 
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Lord : to whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghosts 
he all honour and worship, all service and thanks,, 
all glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A PBATEB TO BE SAID BY A MAIDEN BEFOBE SHE 

ENTSBS INTO THE STATE OF ICABBIAGE. 

I. 

O most glorious God, and my most indulgent Lord 
and gracious Father, who dost bless us by Thy 
boun^, pardon us by Thy mercy, support and guide 
us by Thy grace, and govern us sweetly by Thy pro- 
vidence ; I give Thee most humble and hearty thanks, 
that Thou hast hitherto preserved me in my virgin 
state with innocence and chastity, in a good name, and 
a modest report. It is Thy goodness alone, and the 
blessed emanation of Thy holy Spirit, by which I have 
been preserved ; and to Thee I return all praise and 
thanks, and adore and love Thy goodness infinite. 

II. 

And now, O Lord, since by Thy dispensation and 
over-ruling Providence I am to change my condition, 
and enter into the holy state of marriage, which Thou 
hast sanctified by Thy institution, and blessed by 
Thy word and promises, and raised up to an excellent 
mystery, that it might represent the union of Christ 
and His Church ; be pleased to go along with Thy 
servant in my entering into and passing through this 
state, that it may not be a state of temptation or sor- 
row, by occasion of my sins or infirmities, but of holi- 
ness and comfort, as Thou hast intended it to all that 
love and fear Thy holy Name. 

III. 

Lord, bless and preserve that dear person whom 
Thou hast chosen to be my husband : let his life be 
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long and blessed, comfortable and holy ; and let me 
also become a great blessing and comfort unto him, a 
sharer in all his joys, a refreshment in all his sorrows, 
a meet helper for him in all accidents and chances of 
the world. Make me amiable for ever in his eyes, 
and very dear to him. Unite his heart to me in the 
dearest imion of love arid holiness, and mine to him in 
all sweetness, and charity, and compliance. Keep 
from me all morosity and imgentleness, all sullenness, 
and harshness of disposition, all pride and vanity, all 
discontentedness and imreasonableness of passion and 
humour ; and make me humble and obedient, charita- 
ble and loving, patient and contented, useful and ob- 
seryant ; that we may delight in each other according to 
Thy blessed word and ordinance, and both of us may 
rejoice iu Thee, having our portion in the love and 
service of God for ever and ever. 

IV. 

O blessed Father, never suffer any mistakes or dis- 
content, any distrustfulness or sorrow, any trifling 
arrests of fency or unhandsome accidents, to cause 
any unkindness between us : but let us so dearly love, 
so affectionately observe, so religiously attend to each 
other's good and content, that we may always please 
Thee, and by this learn and practise our duty and 
greatest love to Thee, and become mutual helps to 
each other in the way of godliness ; that when we have 
received the blessings of a married life, the comforts 
of society, the endearments of a holy and great affec- 
tion, and the dowry of blessed children, we may for 
ever dwell together iu the embraces of Thy love and 
glories, feasting in the marriage-supper of the Lamb 
to eternal ages, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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A PRAYER FOR A HOLY AND HAPPY DEATH. 
O eternal and holy Jesus, who by death hast over- 
come death, and by Thy Passion hast taken out its 
sting, and made it to become one of the gates of hea- 
ven, and an entrance to felicity; have mercy upon me 
now and at the hour of my death : let Thy grace ac- 
company me all the days of my life, that I may by a 
holy conversation, and an habitual performance of my 
duty, wait for the coming of our Lord, and be ready 
to enter with Thee at whatsoever hour Thou shalt come. 
Lord, let not my death be in any sense unprovided, 
nor untimely, nor hasty, but after the manner of men» 
having in it nothing extraordinary, but an extraor- 
dinary piety, and the manifestation of a great and 
miraculous mercy. Let my senses and my imder- 
standing be preserved entire till the last of my days,, 
and grant that I may die the death of the righteous, 
free from debt and deadly sin ; having first discharged 
all my obligations of justice, leaving none miserable 
and unprovided in my departure; but be Thou the 
portion of all my friends and relatives, and let Thy 
blessing descend upon their heads, and abide there till 
they shall meet me in the bosom of our Lord. Pre- 
serve me ever in the communion and peace of the 
Church; and bless my death.bed with the oppor- 
tunity of a holy and a spiritual guide, with the assist- 
ance and guard of angels, with the reception of the 
holy Sacrament, with patience and dereliction of my 
own desires, with a strong faith, and a firm and himi- 
ble hope, with just measures of repentance, and great 
treasures of charity to Thee, my God, and to all the 
world, that my soul in the arms of the holy Jesus may 
be deposited with safety and joy, and there to expect 
the revelation of Thy day, then to partake the glories 
of Thy kingdom, O eternal and holy Jesus. Amen, 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



GUIDE FOR THE PENITENT; 

OB, 

A MODEL 

DBAW17 UP POR THE HELP OP A DEVOUT SOUL 
"WOUNDED "WITH SIN. 



Peccator omninm notarnm, 

Et nnlli rei nisi poenitentis natat . TniuB, 



,y Google 



,y Google 



TO THE 

CHRISTIAN READER. 



Among the so troublesome multitude of books, and 
the no less troublesome scarcity of good ones, I have no* 
reason to think this little piece will much increase the 
number of the one, or not serve to balance the trouble 
of the other ; but I rather hope it may be acceptable 
and useful, if either the great eminence of the author, 
or the argument itself, or else the small bulk, which 
are things that used to render works of this kind con- 
tsiderable, be sufficient either to recommend or excuse 
it : for the necessity of the argument may recommend 
it, not to most readers only, but very many writers too. 
And without doubt, many of those who have been 
ambitious to put themselves into the number of authors 
by publishing their abortive labours, will need the 
rules and offices of this manual, when their conscience 
shall cite them to repentance, and to ask God forgive- 
ness for nourishing faction, and sowing the seeds of 
discord, and venting their crude notions to others' 
trouble, and their own shame. For such men in the 
use of this little Enchiridion may find more comfort, 
and do themselves and the age more right, than in that 
small harvest of reputation their own voluminous 
labours could bring in, which are now very fitly pre- 
ferred firom the closet to the more worthy minis&es 
of the shop and kitchen. But the most reverend 
author, to whose learned piety thou owest these follow- 
ing assistances, who in the sweetness and mildness of 
these lines has expressed the features and lineament* 
of his own candid, serene soul, did not address them 
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for his own use in that kind. For that he was of the 
highest order of our Church, he did not owe to his 
interest, which advances some, nor to his money, 
which prefers commonly too many ; but wholly to his 
virtues and his learning, and tJiose other eminent 
graces, that made his example as great in the Church 
us was his dignity. And this little book is a great in- 
stance of his humility and charity, which he does in 
6ome kind still exercise, though he be now gone to re- 
ceive his reward for them : and as he used to look 
into the necessities of indigent persons, to relieve 
them with his hand ; so in this portesse he descends 
to converse with the weaknesses and solitariness of 
humble penitents, directing and improving their devo- 
tions, and instigating their repentance, and preparing 
a constant storehouse of relief for them by his pen. 
And now, if a person so eminent in grace, so innocent 
in life, needed such exercises as this, (for what thou 
receivest here, know, courteous reader, it comes from 
his counsel, and from his daily experience and prac- 
tice too,) consider whether thou thyself art not con- 
cerned to bring thy actions and life to as severe a 
scrutiny, and a repentance as operative. If thou join- 
est with me in opinion, here is a directory ready at 
hand ; but if not, thou needest it so much the more. 
For our sins, the less impression they make on our 
memory, the deeper they make on our conscience ; 
and he is in some cases the most guilty, who presumes 
he is wholly innocent. Retract therefore that con- 
ceit, and betake thyself to thy closet and the practice 
of this book ; and God bless it to thy benefit, and 
His own glory. 
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EEMEMBRANCES CONCERNING THE EXAMINATION OJT 
TOXTB CONSCIENCE. 

I. 

YoTi are to consider the necessity of this duty 
For if we take care that the rooms which we eat or 
sleep in should be kept clean, you cannot but think 
that the cleansing of the soul is a concernment infi- 
nitely beyond it ; and for doing this there is no other 
way left but to search out every corner of it, and to 
cast out every sin, with every unclean thought that 
hath defiled it. 

II. 

You are to remember, that there is a great measure 
of discretion to be used in the performance of this; 
so that you may neither omit it, when your own heart 
may tell you that there is something amiss in you 
which must be looked after ; nor, on the other side, 
over-scrupulously pursue it, when you are not con- 
scious to yourself of any notable faUings, but such as 
are incident to human frailty : for if you do not wil- 
fully pass over any of your greater offences, but con- 
fess particularly, and repent seriously of them, God 
will more easily pass by your lesser infirmities, being 
such as the holy prophet despaired of finding out, 
when he so sadly complained, Who can tell how oft he 
offendeth f 
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III. 

That though it may not only seem, out be impossi- 
ble to you to recollect every failing, and that your 
scrupulous endeavouring of it may rather prove a tor- 
ture to the conscience than an ease to it ; yet you are 
so far to exercise an inquisition upon yourself, as by 
observing these lesser particulars (though it be but in 
gross) you may the better discover what the corrup- 
tion of your nature sways you to ; and having dis- 
covered it, you are bound to strive to subdue it by 
degrees ; and what you cannot for the present over- 
come, humbly to ask pardon for. 

IV. 

That though it be the duty of every day not to let 
the sun go down upon any sin that you have commit- 
ted, without examining of the merits of it ; yet there 
are times when this ought to be more punctually and 
solemnly done, especially at such times as you set 
apart for humbling your soul with fasting, or for pre- 
paring yourself for the devout receiving of the Sacra- 
ment. 

V. 

For the manner of ordering this examination, seve- 
ral methods have been prescribed, some by dividing 
the subject-matter of it into thoughts, words, and 
deeds ; others as sins are differenced by their several 
objects, either as being inmiediately sins against God* 
or against your neighbour, or against youi* own souL 
Others advise to set God's holy commandments be- 
fore you, and to examine by that rule what you have 
done amiss. But in the choice of this you may free 
yourself from all perplexity, by taking his advice whom 
you shall choose to be your spiritual guide. And the 
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duly itself being once resolved upon, the mode of 
doing may easily be found out. 



APYICE CONCEBNING CONFESSION. 
I. 

That besides this examination of your conscience, 
(which may be done in secret between God and your 
own soul,) there is great use of holy confession ; which 
though it be not generally in all cases, and perempto- 
rily commanded, as if without it no salvation could 
possibly be had ; yet you are advised by the Church, 
under whose discipline you live, that before you are 
to receive the holy Sacrament, or when you are visited 
with any dangerous sickness, if you find any one par- 
ticular sin, or more, that lies heavy upon you, to dis- 
burden yourself of it into the bosom of your corifessor, 
who not only stands between God and you to pray for 
you, but hath the power of the keys committed to him, 
upon your true repentance, to absolve you in Christ^s 
Name from those sins which you have confessed ta 
Him. 

n. 

You are to remember, that you bring along wita 
you to confession not only unfeigned sorrow and re- 
morse of conscience for sins past, but settled resolu* 
tions for the time to come never to offend in the same 
kind again : for without this, confession is but a mere 
pageant, and rather a mockery of God, than any ejBTec- 
tual means to reconcile you to Him. 

ni. 

That having made choice of such a confessor who 
is every way qualified that you may trust your soul 
with him, you are advised plainly and sincerely to open 

E 
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jronr heart to him; and that, laying aside all consider- 
ation of any personal weakness in him, you are to look 
upon him only as he is a trustee firom God, and com- 
missioned by Him as His ministerial deputy, to hear, 
and judge, and absolve you. 

IV. 

That the manner of your confession be in an humble 
posture on your knees, as being made to God rather 
than man : and for the matter of it, let it be severe 
and serious ; but yet so as it may be without any in- 
ordinate anxiety and unnecessary scruples, which 
serve only to entangle the soul, and instead of setting 
you free, (which is the benefit to be looked for by c<m- 
.fession,) perplex you the more. 



That for the frequency of doing this, you are to con- 
sult with your own necessities ; and as your physician 
is not sent for upon every small distemper, which your 
.own care may rectify ; so neither are you obliged upon 
every failing to be over-scrupulous, or to think it a 
point of necessity presently to confess it : for the con- 
fessor cannot be tdways present, but your God is, to 
whom if you apply yourself with prayers and peni- 
tence, confessing in His ears alone whatever you have 
done amiss, and stedfastly believing that through the 
merits of your Saviour they shall never be imputed to 
•you, you may be confident that your absolution is at 
.that time sealed in heaven, but the comfortable decla- 
ration of it you are to look for from the priest. 
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ADTICE CONCERNING DEVOUT EECEIVING THE HOLT 
AND BLESSED SACBAHENT. 

I. 

You axe first to consider seriously the infinite love 
,of your Saviour, who not only offered Himself for 
. jou as a sacrifice upon the Cross, but that this might 
, never be forgotten by you, left the blessed memory of 
it in His holy Sacrament, v^hich as often as you de- 
voutly and faithfully receive, you are effectually made 
partaker of all the merits of His precious Death and 
Passion. 

n. 

That for the frequency of doing this, (if your own 
conscience doth not speak home to you,) you refer 
yourself to your spiritual guide, who, knowing the 
temper of your soul, and how you stand disposed, may 
best direct you. Only I shall add this, that the oftener 
you apply yourself to do it, your life will be the purer, 
your heart the cheerfuller, and the better armed against 
all temptations. 

m. 

That three times in the year at least, especially on 
those solemn .festivals observed by all Christians who 
have not utterly cast off obedience to the Church, and 
order in their devotions, you lay aside all excuses, and 
every sin that then besets you, and seriously prepare 
yourself for so great a blessing. 

IV. 

That as soon as you wake that morning, (and the 
sooner you awake, the better sign it is that your mind 
18 set upon it,) you rouse yourself up with a fervent 
expectation of receiving that day the Bread that came 
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from Heaven. whTchwhosoeTcr is righdv partaker of 
shaU not pensh, but have life everiaatingf *^^ " 

V, 

the^«£i,S"'.i^"^'°* 1'^ of preparation, howmany 
toey should be, or how they would be employed, yoi 

you not to be over-scrupulous of the time ffor &^ 
pnnutive Christians communicated e^^vZl'VZT^f 

rahon need not be long. Only be sure you bS.?^ 
you faith and charily, cleai hands ^d a^S 

vn. 

yoJ'atSLtt?t':J:r'^^^^ «'«=«--'• 

When he breX Z w5 • '' -""^ ^^ "-^^ P"««t. 
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Cross : and, last of all, when he that consecrates shall 
stand bef(Hre you, ready in particular to apply it, you 
may then think that you see Christ Himself reaching 
out His own Body and Blood to you, to feed your soul 
unto eternal life. 

vin. 

That, farther, you are really to belieye the words as 
they are spoken. This is My hody^ This is My Blood; 
and not to doubt, but diat it is effectually made good 
to you in the receiving, without any dispute at all, or 
scrupulous enquiring into the manner of it, wbich 
neither Christ hath revealed, and neither men nor 
angels are able to pry into. 

IX. 

That the celebration of these holy mysteries being 
ended, you are to retire with all thankfulness of heart 
for having been admitted to that heavenly feast, wherein 
your Saviour, who gave Himself for you on the Cross, 
hath now more particularly given B^self to you in 
the Sacrament, never to depart from you, unless you 
again wilfully offend Him ; which you are the more 
earnestly to beware, lest by frequent relapses the Sa- 
crament itself*prove not only useless, but dangerous 
to you, and your latter end prove worse than your 
beginning. 



ADTICB COVCEJBOSnSQ FJLSTIKa. 

I. 

You are to consider fasting either as a duty enjoined 
by the Church, or as a voluntary undertaking of your 
own. Your obedience is required to the former in 
every particular, as far as it is enjoined, unless the 
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want of health or some other accidents may miavoid* 
ably hmder you, wherein not only the Bishop may 
dispense with you, but he that hath the charge of 
your soul, especially if the necessity be eyident. 

IL 

Besides the ordinary fasts prescribed by the Church, 
you are advised to set aside some day, either weekly 
or (at least) monthly, wherein you may mourn in pri- 
vate, not only for your own sins and personal calami- 
ties, but for those public judgments now fallen on the 
whole Church and nation, and those crying sins which 
have occasioned them; offering up your earnest pray- 
ers to God for the removing of them, which, when they 
come from a mortified body and a contrite heart, are 
such a sacrifice, that God, (who deceives no man,) 
being true to His promises, cannot possibly despise. 

m. 

That the fast for the time designed be such as may 
in some measure be afflictive to you, abstaining totally 
that day from all manner of food, if the condition of 
your health will bear it ; or if that cannot be, that you 
be so moderate in your feeding, that 4t may appear 
that you rather serve your necessities in eating thaa 
satisfy your appetite. 

IV. 

That you employ this day (or such a part of it, at 
least, as you may keep free to yourself) as a retreat 
from the world, tiie business and the pleasures of it, 
that so you may with the more freedom make up the 
accoimts between God and your own soul, and by 
prayer and penitence reconcile yourself to Him ; for 
without this, fasting is of no use. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



A GUIDE rOB THE FEKITENT. 95 

EXPKESSIONS OF HTTMILIATION PKEPAEATORY TO . 
THE FOLLOWING DEVOTIONS. 

Kighteousness, O Lord, belongs unto Thee; but 
unto me confusion of face, the vainest, the vilest, the 
sinfuUest of all the children of men. 

Lord, I am vile in mine own eyes, and I will be yet 
more vile, because my sins have made me vile in 
Thine. 

I am not worthy of the air I breathe, of the earth I 
tread upon, or of the sun that shines upon me ; much 
less worthy to lift up either hands or eyes to Heaven. 

For Thou hast said that no unclean thing shall come 
within Thy sight : and how then shall I appear, who 
am so miserably defiled ? 

If the man according to Thine own heart could say 
that he was a worm, and no man ; O what am I ! 

If Abraham, who had the honour to be called Thy 
friend, could say that he was but dust and ashes; O' 
what am I ! 

O my God, Thou madest me of nothing; and Thou 
seest how I have spoiled this work of Thine, for I have 
made myself worse than nothing. 

For I am still in my sins, and what to do I know not. 



ACTS OF BESOLUTION TO SECOND THIS HUMILIATION. 

But this I will do : 

I will confess my wickedness, and be sorry for my 
Bins. 

I will stand aloof with the publican, and smite my 
breast, and say. Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. 

I will return vrith the prodigal, and say. Father, I 
am not worthy to be called Thy child ; make me as 
one of Thine hired servants. 

I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine eye-. 
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lids to slumber, till I have by the mediation of Thy 
dear Son obtained my pardon. 

And what shall I say more ? I "will pour out my 
prayers in the bitterness of my spirit ; and if my dry 
eyes want tears, I will call unto my heart for tears of 
blood, wherewith I may supply them« 

And therefore now. Lord, call my sins to my re- 
membrance : and when Thou hast done so, blot them 
out of Thy remembrance, and pardon me. 



A LITANY OF CONFESSION, 

TO BE MADE USE OF BT THE PENITEKT SOUL THAT 
FINDS ITSELF BUSDENED WITH A TBUE SENSE 
OF SIN. 



Woe, woe unto me, O Grod, that, being a creature 
of Thine, and made by Thee capable of enjojdng 
everlastii^ felicity, I have lived so wickedly and 
lewdly, that, unless Thy mercy prevent it, I shall 
utterly forfeit the very end of my creation. 

But I repent, O my God, I repent. 

I am utterly ashamed of it. 

Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 



Woe, woe unto me, O God, that I have trifled away 
so many of my yoimgest days without knowing Thee, 
or taking any notice of those strict duties which I did 
owe unto Thee; that I was so long a child in all things, 
excepting innocence, and that only by an overhasty 
spring of early wickedness I was more than a child. 
But I repent^ O my God, I repent, 
I accuse, and judge, and condemn myself for it. 
Lord, he Thou merci/iU tome a sinner. 
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in. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, as I grew up, the 

• seeds of corrupticm, which I brought with me into the 

• worid, grew up along with me, and bj insensible de- 
grees, (which I observed not,) pride and folly and lust 
took possession of me, and sin hath reigned in iny 
mortal body. 

But I repenty my God, I repent. 
I am infinitely confotmded at it, 

Lordy he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

IV. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, being washed in 
the waters of Baptism from the guilt of that original 
corruption which I brought with me into the world, I 
have since that time so many ways actually defiled 
myself, that I can no longer pretend, by any former 
contract with Thee, that I am either a cluld of Thine, 
a member of Thy Christ, or an heir of the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

But I repent, my God, I rqpent. 

I am utterly confounded at it. 

Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 



Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having been re- 
cdved into the bosom of Thy Church, (which so many 
millions of souls have not had the happiness to be,) I 
have ungratefully dishonoured Thy hdy faith by an 
unholy Itfe; and, having so often confessed Thee with 
my tongue, I have denied Thee in my life and actions. 

But J repent, O my God, I repent. 

I accuse, and Judge, and condemn myself for it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

£2 
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VI. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having abjured 
the devil and all his works, and given up my name to 
Christ, to fight imder the banner of His cross, I have, 
on the contrary, treacherously complied with His 
«nemy in many things, and shall be found (I fear) to 
have been more dihgent in serving him, than I have 
been in serving Thee. 

But I repent^ my God, I repent 

J am cotifounded and astonished at it. 

Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner, 

VII. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, being obliged by 
that high calling of being a Christian to renounce the 
pomps and vanities of the world, I have so infinitely 
failed in this, that I have doated on nothing more : 
for those very vanities have been my idols, and my 
seduced heart hath gone a whoring after them. 

But I repent, O my God, I repent, 

I am ashamed and confounded at it. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

vin. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, being farther 
bound by that most solemn vow utterly to forsake the 
sinful lusts of the flesh, I have, instead of forsaking 
them, pursued and hunted after them, and when other 
temptations have failed, have been apt enough to kin- 
dle my own fire, and to be a tempter to myself. 
But I repent, my God, I repent, 
I hate^ and loathe, and abhor my self for it. 
Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 
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IX. 

Woe, woe unto me, O Gbd, that, ' knowing Thy 
revealed will to be the law to which I was bound in 
all obedience to submit myself, I like an insolent rebel 
have not only set up my own will in opposition to 
Thine, but many times preferred it before Thine, and 
have listened more to the false oracles of flesh and 
blood, than to all Thy holy commandments. 
But I repent, O my God, I repent 
I accuse^ and judge, and condemn my self for it, 
Lordy he Thou merciful to me a sinner, 

X. 

Woe, woe imto me, O God, that, being made accord- 
ing to Thine Image, (the greatest honour that could 
be done Thy creature,) I have dashed so many blurs 
and spots and foul sins upon it, so defaced all the lines 
and features of it, that, unless the Holy Spirit please 
to renew that Image in me again, I tremble to think 
what I must one day hear, Depart from Me, I know 
you not. 

But I repent, my God, I repent, 

I am ashamed and confounded at it. 

Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

XI. 
Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having received a 
rational soul from Thee, to be a moral ^ht and guide 
unto my actions, I have been so brutrfc as to follow 
my sensual appetite instead of it, and *have made no 
fu^er use of reason than to find out vain excuses to 
cozen my own soul into all the by-ways of sin and 
error. 

But I repent, my God, I repent, 
I accuse, and judge, and condemn myself for it. 
Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 
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xn. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, being endued with 
memory to serve as a magazine to treasure up Thy 
precepts and holy counsels in, I have stuffed it so 
miserably full with the idea* of former vanities, and 
sin, that I have left no room for Thee at alL 

But I repent, O my God, I repent, 

linfinitely condemn myself for it, 

Lordy he Thou merciful tome a sinner, 

xm. 

Woe, woe imto me, O God, that, having received a 
heart from Thee to be the seat of dean and holy affec- 
tions, and the only temple for Thy Holy Spirit to 
dweU in, I have so unworthily abused and altered the 
property of it, that it is now become a den of thieves, 
and an unhandsome receptacle of all uncleanness. 
But I repent, O my God, I repent, 
I hate^ and loathe, and abhor myself for it. 
Lord, he Thou merctftd to me a sinner, 

XIV. 

Woe, woe imto me, O God, that my wretched 
heart being corrupted, my imagination hath nm wildly 
after, with a swarm of vain and sinful thoughts, which, 
like importunate flies, being driven away, light again 
and again upon my distracted soul, and intermingle 
with the best of my devotions. 

But I repent, O my God, I repent. 

J am infinitely troubled and grieved for it. 
Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner, 

XV. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that none eyes, being 
greedy after vanity, have been upon all occasions as 
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Open windows to let in sin ; but when by the same 

way they should have issued out penitential tears, to 

wash away the stains those sins had made, there hath 

been no passage found for them. 

But I repent, my God, I repent, 

I am inwardly grieved and deplore myself for it. 

Lord, he Thou meroiful to me a sinnei\ 

XVI. 

Woe, woe unto me, O my God, that, for the enter- 
taimng of vain conversation, I have leil mine ears too 
often open to light and vain and sinful discourses, and 
in all my inquiries have hearkened more to what the 
world saith abroad, than to what Thy Holy Spirit and 
my own conscience saith within me. 
But I repent, O my God, I repent, 
I accuse, and judge, and condemn myself for it. 
Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner, 

XVII. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that I have not resolved, 
"with Thy servant David, to take care of my ways that 
I offend not in my tongue, but have many times vainly 
and inconsiderately let it loose, and, either to please 
the company or myself, I have spoken words which 
might unhappily prove occasions of sin both to them 
and me, without regard, or remembering how great 
flames such little sparks might kindle. 

But I repent, my God, I repent, 

I do infinitely condemn myself for it. 

Lord, he Thou merctful to me a sinner. 

xvni. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that all the parts and 
faculties of my soul and body have been abused, and 
have not served the laws of their Creator, but have so 
£3 
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eagerly and constantly pursued the cormpt desires of 
a seduced heart, ^t I haye cause to fear that either 
Bsy whole life may be looked upon as one continued 
sin, 01 at least as having admitted so few inccmsider* 
able pauses, that if Thou shouldest enter into strict 
Judgment with me, I should not have the confidence 
to say when, or where, or wherein I have been inno- 
•cent. 

But I repent, O my God, I repent. 

I am confounded and astonished at ii. 

Lord, be Thou merciful to me a sinner, 

XIX. 

Woe, woe imto me, O God, that 1 harve wretchedly 
failed even in my best endeavours, that I have been 
cold in my devotions, weary of my prayers, inconstant 
to good purposes, dull and heavy in Uie way to Hea- 
ven, but quick and active in all the way* oi sin, having 
made it the whole business of my life, rather to seem 
to be religious, than really to be so. 
But I repent, O my God, I repent, 
I accuse, and judge, and condemn mf^setffor it. 
Lord, he Thou merctfid to me a sinner. 

XX. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that I hare net wsttiied 
mine hands in nmocency when I have gone unfo^ 
Thine altar, nor made mine heart ready to receive the 
Bread that came from Heaven, but have failed in My 
preparations, and have not sufficiently considered 
either mine own unwortiiiness, or the hig^ secrets of 
so great a mystery. 

But I repent, O my God, I repent. 

I am grieved and troubled at it. 

Lord, he Thou m^ciful to me a sinner. 
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XXI. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having so often 
received those inestimable pledges of Thy love, the 
precious Body and Blood of Thy dear Son in the holy 
Sacrament, I have been so unwary as to admit my 
former sins under the same roof with Thee, and have 
unhappily done what lay in me to drive Thee from me. 

Btit I repent, O my God, I repent, 

I am infinitely ashamed at it. 

Lord, he Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

XXII. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, tliat my repentance, 
the only plank left me in the shipwreck of my soul, 
hath been so weak, so slight, and so unsteady, that 
every small blast of a new temptation hath beeu able 
to drive me from it, and by frequent relapses into sin, 
^ves me cause enough to repent, even of my vain 
repentance. 

But I repent again, O Grod, again I repent, 
J hate, and loathe, and abhor myself for it 
Lord, be Thou merciftd tome a sinner. 

xxm. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having received 
my life and being and preservation from Thee, with 
80 many advantages to have made me happy in this 
world and bless^ in the next, I have been so abo- 
minably imthanldul, that I have cast all these Thy 
blessings behind me, and returned Thee nothing back 
for all Thy favours, but aflronts, and injuries, and sins. 
. But I repent, O my God, I repent. 
I am confounded and astonished at it. 

Lord, be Thou merciftd to me a sinner. 
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XXIV. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, being redeemed 
by the Death and Passion of Thy dear and only Son, 
I have not laid His bitter agonies to heart, nor made 
right use of the precious ransom which was laid down 
for me ; that I have not yet sued out my pardon with 
such penitent tears as Thou requirest, nor laid hold 
of the benefits of it by a lively faith ; but have chosen 
rather stupidly to continue in my sins, and to neglect 
the blood of the covenant as an unholy thing. 
Bt^ I repent, my God, I repent 
I hate, and loathe, and abhor my self for it. 
Lord, he Thou merciful tome a sinner, 

XXV. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that Thy Holy Spii-it 
I have grieved. Thy counsels I have rejected, Thy 
motions I have quenched, and have entertained the 
lusts and vanities of this life with far more earnest and 
passionate affections than all Thy holy inspirations. 
But I repent, my God, I repent, 
lam utterly ashamed and confounded at it. 
Lord, he Thou merciful tome a sinner, 

XXVI. 

Woe, woe unto me, O God, that, having thus far 
opened my guilty heart before Thee, I have left so 
many sins behind, that I cannot niunber them ; some 
that I have really forgot ; some that I would forget, 
if my conscience would give me leave : sins known, 
that I cannot conceal ; and sins secret, such as I have 
taken so much care to hide from others, that they are 
now become hidden from myself. 

But whatsoever they are, or wheresoever they are 
registered, whether in my own conscience or in any 
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other record, that may be proved against me in the 
day of judgment, 

I call the whole court of Heaven to witness^ 
That I do sadly repent myself of them all; 
That I do abhor my self for them all ; 
That I resolve stedjfastly to renounce them all. 
Lord be Thou merciful to me a sinner. 

Amen. Amen. 



The penitent soul having made this or the lih confes^ 
sion, prepares and stirs up itself to true contrition. 

What shall I say more unto Thee, O Thou that art 
the Judge of the whole earth ? or what shall I do more? 
I have ransacked my breast, and laid it open ; I have 
spread it before Thee, as Hezekiah the blaspheming 
letter of his enemy. I do not desire that there should 
be so much as any fold, or plait, or comer of it, hidden 
from Thee. 

Or if this be not enough to transact this great 
business of my soul between me and Thee alone, and 
that possibly I may flatter myself in the several acts 
of my intended penitence, I am ready to go farther, 
and (to make myself the more ashamed of sinning) 
with all humility to confess these sins of mine to some 
of those servants of Thine, whom Thou hast placed 
between me and Thee, and to whom alone under Thee 
Thou hast so clearly given the power of absolution. 

O deal with me then as Thou didst with Thy servant 
David, who no sooner confessed his sins, but Thou 
forgavest him all his iniquities. 

But are there^^not they who confess their sins, and 
have the impudence to glory in them, or at least pass 
them over without any act of real contrition, or any 
remorse at all ? 

But, O my God, (if my heart deceive me not,) I am 
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nant of those ; for I can neither glory in my shame, 
nor can I be satisfied with myself when I a^>ear with 
<lry eyes before Thee. 

jifter this preparation^ these express acts of contrition 
may follow. 

For I am grieved, O my Grod, I am grieved pas- 
sionately, heartily grieved that ever I ofiended Thee. 

That I, the work of Thy hands, have sinned against 
Thee, my Maker. 

That I, the price of Thy blood, have sinned against 
Thee, my Jesus, who hadst so much love for me as 
to be content to die for me. 

That I, the chosen temple of Thy Holy Spirit, have 
(»nned against Him who sanctified me. 

For this I grieve and mourn, and my heart is 
wounded within me. 

And having done all this, yet I have not done ; for 
still I am grieved : grieved that I can grieve no more, 
that my head is not a continual spring, and mine eyes 
fountains of tears. 

Woe is me, wretch as I am, that I who have been 
80 easy, so forward, so eager to sin, should be so un- 
towara, so heavy, so unable to repent. 

Woe is me, that I should be still so drowsy, so dead 
a:&leep in sin, that I should not be yet awake, and 
sensible of the condition I am in. 

O that I had died before my unworthy soul had 
given way to those first sins, which have drawn so 
foul a train after them. 

But, O my God, though I cannot wait on Thee 
among the innocent, yet deny me not a rocnn among 
the penitent. 

Eemember, O nrf God, that though Ahab had sold 
himself to work wickedness, yet because he prayed, 
4£nA fasted, and humbled himself before Thee, Thou 
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hadst 80 much regard even of this outward penitence 
of his, as to promise not to bring the evil upon him in 
Ms days. 

But, Lwd, if my heart deceives me not, I do not 
only outwardly and seemingly, but really and cor* 
dially repent. 

And fiierefore for the evil that I have deserved, O 
my God, rather let the punishment light upon me in 
thk worid than in the n^xt. 

Bather let me perform the penance of my tears 
licre, than reserve it for that sad time, When a whole 
dea of tears will do no good. 

And having said all this, if my repentance be yet 
imperfect, (as I know it cannot but want many grains 
if weighed in this just balance,) let the bitter sufferings 
of Thy dear Son Jesus be cast into the scale, and then 
I shall not fear if Thou enter into judgment with me. 

But of myself, O God, I am utterly unable, and 
which way to satisfy Thee I know not. 

I dare not say so much as the servant in the Gospel 
did. Master, have patience with me, and I toiU pay 
Thee aU, But rather, Master, have patknce with me, 
&T I can pay Thee nothing at all, iimlesB Thy bounty 
\a so great as to give it to me to pay Thee. 

I can fast from a meal sometimes, (though it be 
with much ado,) and I ean pray, though coldly 
enough ; and if the fit and qualm of my devotion holds 
out longer, I can strain for a tear or two to sprii^le 
upon my dry devotions. 

But should I fast myself into anr and emptiness, and 
weep myself into water ; should I tear the skin from 
this sinful flesh of mine^ I should never be able to 
solisfy im the least of those miUions of millions of sins, 
which, through the several moments of my life, either 
ignOTantly or knowmgly, weakly or wilfully, I have 
sinned i^ainst Thee. 
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What I have transgressed against others, I am not 
only sorry for, but ready, as far as my power will 
reach, to satisfy. But for my sins against Thee, my 
God, I must lay my hand upon my mouth for ever, for 
1 have nothing to return or answer. 

But the comfort is, Tand blessed shall be my soul if 
rightly I lay hold on it,) that it is Thou, O my blessed 
Jesu, who hast satisfied for me, one drop of whose 
Blood is enough to satisfy for the sins of a thousand 
worlds. 

And this being so, will Thy offended Father be so 
rigorous as to require the same payment again? 
Especially will He require it of me, a poor, a broken, 
and a bankrupt sinner ? 

Canst Thou exact the utmost farthing of him who 
hath not a mite of his own to pay Thee ? 



The transition which the Penitent makes from the acts 
of contrition to the acts of resolution for amendment 
of life, without which all sorrow for sin is in vain. 

But because by Thy infinite mercy, O my God, 
Thou hast satisfied for me already, euiall I therefore 
fold my arms, and sit down and do nothing towards 
it ? Or, which is worse, shall I go on ? Shall I con- 
tinue in my sins that grace may abound ? 

No, God forbid. 

No : I here resolve rather to die the death, than 
ever wilfully to sin against Thee more. 

I do here resolve utterly to avoid the temptations 
and approaches towards those former sins which have 
hitherto so miserably betrayed me. 

I do here resolve (Thy holy Spirit assisting me) 
upon all the duties of a new life; to be hereafter more 
wary in my ways, and more constant to good resolu- 
tions : to love Thee above all the pleasures and in- 
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terests of this Hfe, and sadly to consider what an infi* 
nite loser I should be, if to gain all that my corrupt, 
heart desires I should lose Thee. 

If after all this I should be so miserably forgetful 
both of myself and Thee, ajs shamefully to relapse into 
any of those sins which I have now repented of: 

I do here once more resolve to abhor and loathe 
myself for it, and not to let my conscience sleep or 
admit of any rest, till I have, with' bitter tears and a 
sharp reiterated repentance, obtained my pardon. 



Having thus far made his resolution^ the Penitent 
betakes himself to prat/er. 

And now, O Thou great Searcher of all hearte, who 
seest that I am of myself weak and mutable, and no 
better than a reed shaken with the wind ; O shew Thy 
strength in my weakness: fasten and confirm me ia 
these 90od purposes, and so bind them with cords 
unto "[flune altar, that I may never start from Thee 
more, or be any longer of that herd, whose good reso- 
lutions are as a dream in the night ; or if they last 
longer, they are but as the next morning dew, and 
as soon vanish away. 

give me the resolution of Thy servant Joshua : 
I and my house will serve the Lord. 

give me the heart of Thy servant David, who so 

passionately makes his protestation : 

1 will take no wicked thing in hand, I hate the sins 
of unfaithfulness, there shall no such cleave imto me. 

I will walk in my house with a perfect heart. 

I have sworn, and am stedfastly purposed, to keep 
Thy righteous judgmente. 

Lord, I am not' able to think one of these good 
thoughts without Thee, much less to resolve upon them.' 
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But I, wbo widKmt Thee am Me to do nodiiiig, 
nuj ventare to saj, as Thine i^poedes dk^ that in 
Thee I am able to do all diingB. 

Lord, gire me the strength to do what Thou reqmr- 
est, and then require of me what Thoa^easest Amen. 



After tJuse retokUumt, the FemimU p r^pa r t t hhudf 
with a kumbie sonl and bended kneet to beg pardon. 

O the God of my Hfe, and die miexhansted Fomi- 
tain of mercy which can never he drawn dry, I have 
now, by the assistance of Thy Hoty Spirit, gone 
through (though with weak and trembling steps J the 
wliole exercise of repentance: for I have confessed 
my sins, and Thou ha^st promised (upon my confession 
of them) not to impute them to me. I have gone one 
step farther, for I have repented of my sins, and Thou 
hast promised again, that upon my repentance Thou 
wilt remember them no more ; and because Thy holy 
word hath taught me, that a new life is the oiJy life 
of a true repentance, I have this day in Thy sight, 
and in the presence of all the holy Angels that attend 
Thee in the conversion of a sinner, made my firm 
resolution never to fall again into the sins which I 
have repented of. 

And now what remains for a poor Penitent to do 
more, but humbly and earnestly to beg Thy pardon ? 

The Penitenfs Prayer. 

O God the Father, who canst not be thought so 
cruel as to make me only as to destroy me, 
Have mercy on me. 
O God the Son, who knowing Thy Father's will, 
didst make it Thy business to come into the world to 
save me, 

Have mercy on me. 
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O God the Holy Ghost, who to the same end didst 
sanctify me in my baptism, and hast so often since 
breathed holy thoughts and motions on me, 
Have mercy on me, 

O holy and blessed and glorious Trinity, whom in. 
Three Persons I adore as my One and only true God» 
Have m^cy on m^. 

Hear me, O Lord. 
• Help me, Lord, 

Save 7ne, or else I perish. 

Lord, carest Thou not that I perish ? Thou that. 
wouldest have all men saved? Thou who wouldest 
have none to perish ? 

And wilt Thou now shew Thine anger against a 
worm, against a leaf, against a vapour that vanisheth 
before Thee ? 

O remember how short my time is, and deliver not 
my soul into the power of hell. 

For, alas! what profit is there in my blood? or 
who shall ever give Thee thanks in that bottomless 
pit? 

No, let me live in Thy sight : let me live, O my 
God, that my soul may praise Thee. 

Forget me as I have been disobedient, provoking 
Thee to anger; and regard me as I am distressed^ 
ciying out to Thee for help. 

Look not upon me as I am a sinner ; but consider 
me as I am Thy creature. 

A sinner I am, I confess, a sinner of no ordinary 
strain ; but let not this hinder Thee, O my God, for 
upon such sinners Thou gettest the greatest glory. 

O remember for whose sake it was that Thou 
camest from the bosom of Thy Father, and didst let 
Thyself down so low as to be content to be bom of 
Thine own humble handmaid. 

Remember for whom it was that Thy tender Body 
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"Was torn, and scourged, and crucified, and Thy pre* 
ciotts Blood shed. 

Was it not for the sins of the whole world ? and 
shall I be so narrow-hearted to mj own soul, or so 
injurious to Thy glory, as to think that in all this 
• crowd Thou hast particularly excepted me ? 

Or, which is as great a dishonour to Thee, csm I 
possibly imagine that Thou diedst only for sinners 
of a lower kind, and leftest such as I am without 
remedy ? 

What had become then of him who filled Jerusa- 
lem with blood ? What of the noted woman, who had 
lived in a trade of sin ? Nay, what had become of 
Thine own disciple, who with oaths and curses thrice 
denied Thee ? 

how easy is it for Thee to forgive ! for it is Thy 
nature. 

How proper is it for Thee to save ! for it is Thy Name. 

How suitable is it to Thy holy end of coming into 
the world ! for it is Thy business. 

And when I consider that I am the chief of sinners, 
may I not urge the Father, and say. Shall the very 
chief of Thy business be left undone ? 

Mercy, mercy, good Lord. 

1 ask not of Thee any longer the things of this 
world : neither power, nor honours, nor riches, nor 
pleasures. No, my (Jod ; dispose of them to whom 
Thou pleasest, so that Thou givest me mercy. 

O that I could hear Thee once say, as Thou didst 
to him in the Gospel, My son, be of good cheer, thy 
sins are forgiven thee. 

How would my drooping spirits revive at such a 
fiound ! and my now wounded soul break forth into 
hymns and praises and hallelujahs for a mercy so 
utterly undeserved of me, and which the angels that 
ieH could never hear of I 
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But, O my weak soul, what dost thou fear? or what 
dost thou scruple at ? For thou art not yet in such a 
desperate condition, but thou mayest expect that what 
was said to him may possibly be said to thee. 

Nay, be confident (though it be with a mixture of 
fear and trembling) that if thou dost not act the part 
of a hypocrite all this while, thy Saviour stands ready 
at the very doors of thy heart, to breathe at the very 
same words in a heavenly whisper to thee, Be of good 
cheer ^ thy sins are forgiven thee. 

Return then unto thy rest, O my soul, for thy sins 
are forgiven thee. 

Only take this coimsel along with thee, Sin no more, 
lest a worse thing fall unto thee, 

O that I could never sin against Thee more ; never 
purposely, deUberately, wilfully sin against Thee 
more ! 

And for those sins of daily incursion, those over- 
familiar corruptions of my natm-e, which Thou hast 
not yet given m^ strength enough to conquer ; Lord, 
either subdue them to me by degrees, or lay them not 
to my charge. 

But wherein soever my conscience most accuseth 
me, therein, O my God, be Thou most merciful imto 
me. 

Save me, O God, as a brand snatched out of the fire. 

Receive me, my Jesu, as a sheep that hath wan* 
dered, hut is now returned to the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of my soul. 



The jubilee of the penitent soul, after the sense of 

pardon obtained. 
Rejoice over me, O God the Father, that this Thy 
child was lost, but is found; was dead, but is alive 
again. 
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Rejoice over me, O God the Son, that Thy loud 
cries and tears, and bitter agonies ^hich for my sake 
Thou enduredst upon the cross, were not so unhappily 
lost, as to be cast away in vain upon me. 

Rejoice over me, O God the Holy Ghost, that Thy 
so many secret and powerful touches have at last got 
the upper hand of me. 

Rejoice over me, O ye holy Angels a great part of 
whose ministry it is to rejoice at the conversion of a 
sinner. 

Rejoice over thyself, O my soul, that thou hast re- 
ceived so much grace from Heaven this day, as sadly 
to confess thy sins, seriously to repent of them, and 
stedfastly to resolve never to be guilty more of so much 
brutishness, as to be likened to the dog that returns to 
his vomit, or to the swine wallowing in the mire. 



Hie penitent chseth all with this short prayer. 

Let this day, O my God, be noted m Thy book. 

Do not Thou forget my prayers, nor suffer me to 
forget my resolutions. 

For though I am weak, though I am unworthy, 
though I am unprofitable, yet I am Thy servant. 

And here upon my bended knees I humbly beg of 
Thee, that I may live and die so. 

Lord, hear my prayers, and let my cry come imto 
Thee. 

Lord, pardon my prayers, and let not my coldness 
and wanderings, and infinite unworthiness, turn them 
into sin. 

Lord, hear my prayers, and let my cry come unto 
Thee. 

Amen, Amen. 
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FESTIVAL HYMNS, 

CELEBBATINa THE 

MYSTERIES AND CHIEF FESTIVALS 
OF THE YEAR. 

lautortiing ta ^e manner »( ^ ISMzxa C^urcf). 



HYMNS FOR ADVENT, 

OB THE WEEKS IMHEPIATELT BEFOBE THE BIBTH 
OF OUB BLESSED SAYIOUB. 

When, Lord, O when shall we 
Our dear Salvation see ? 
Arise, arise: 
Our fainting eyes 
Have long'd all night, and 'twas a long one too» 
Man never yet could say 
He saw more than one day, 

One day of Eden's seven ; 
The guilty hours there blasted with the breath 
Of sin and death. 
Hath ever since worn a nocturnal hue. 
But Thou hast given us hopes that we 
At length another day shall see. 

Wherein each vile neglected place. 
Gilt with the aspect of Thy face, 
Shall be like that, the porch and gate of Heaven. 
How long, dear God, how long ! 
See how the nations throng: 
All human kind. 
Knit and combin'd 
Into one body, look for Thee their Head. 
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Pity our multitude, 
Lord, we are vile and rude, 
Heedless and senseless without Thee, 
Of all things but the want of Thy blessed face. 

O haste apace ; 
And Thy bright self to this our body wed. 
That, through the influx of Thy power. 
Each part that erst confusion wore 
May put on order, and appear 
Spruce as the childhood of the year. 
When Thou to it shalt so united be« Amen. 

THE SECOND HYMN FOR ADVENT, 
oB chbist's coKDra to jxbusalbk m tbiukph. 

Lord, come away. 
Why dost Thou stay? 
Thy road is ready, and Thy paths made straight ; 

Widi longing expectation wait 
The consecration of Thy beauteous feet 
Ride on triumphantly ; behold we lay 
Our lusts and proud wills in Thy way. 
Hosanna / welcome to our hearts. Lord, here 
Thou hast a temple too, and full as dear 
As that of Sion, and as full of sin. 
Nothing but thieves and robbers dwell therein. 
Enter, and chase them forth, and cleanse the floor ; 
Crucify them, that they may never more 
Profane that holy place, 
Where Thou hast chose to set Thy face. 
And then, if oiu: stiff tongues shall be 
Mute in the praises of Thy Deity, 
The stones out of the temple wall 
Shall cry aloud, and call 
Hosanna ! and Thy glorious footsteps greet 

Amen, 
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HYMNS FOR CHRISTMAS-DAY. 

1. 

Mysterious truth ! that the self-same should be 
A Lamb, a Shepherd, and a Lion too ! 

Yet such was He 
Whom first the shepherds knew. 
When they themseWes became 
Sheep to tiie Shepherd-Lamb. 
Shepherd of men and angels ! Lamb of God ! 
Lion of Jmdah ! — ^by these titles keep 
The wolf from Thy endanger'd sheep. 
Bring all the world imto Thy fold ; 

Let Jews and Gentiles hither come 
Li numbers great, that can't be told. 

And call Thy lambs, that wander, home. 
Glory be to God on high, 
All glories be to th' glorious Deity. 

THE SECOND HYMN; 

BEUra A DIALOaUB BETWEEN THBEE SHEPHERDS. 
1. 

Where is this blessed Babe 

That hath made 
All the world so full of joy 

And expectation ; 
That glorious Boy 
That crowns each nation 
With a triiunphant wreath of blessedness ? 

2. 

Where should He be but in the throng. 

And among 
His angel-ministers, that sing. 

And take wing. 
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Just as may echo to His voice, 
And rejoice. 
When wing, and tongue, and all 
May so procure their happiness ? 

3. 

But He hath other waiters now, 
A poor cow. 
An ox and mule stand and hehold. 

And wonder. 
That a stahle should enfold , 
Him that can thunder. 

dujfua, 
O what a gracious God have we !» 
How good ! how great ! even as our misery. 

THE THIRD HYMN; 
OF Christ's bibth ux an inn. 

The Blessed Virgin travail'd without pain. 
And lodged in an inn, 
A glorious star the sign. 
But of a greater Guest than ever came that way. 
For there He lay 
That is the God of night and day, 
And over all the pow'rs of heaven doth reign. 
It was the time of great Augustus' tax ; 
And then He comes 
That pays all sums. 
Even the whole price of lost humanity : 
And sets us free 
From the ungodly empiry 
Of sin, and Satan, and of death. 
O make our hearts, bless'd God, Thy lodging-place. 
And in our breast 
Be pleased to rest ; 
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For Thou lov'st temples better than an inn : 

And cause that sin 
May not profane the Deity within, 
And sully o'er the ornaments of grace. Amen, 

A HYMN FOR CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Awake, my soul, and come away ; 

Put on thy best array, 

Lest if thou longer stay. 
Thou lose some minutes of so bless*d a day. 
Go, run, and bid good-morrow to the sun ; 
Welcome his safe return to Capricorn, 

And that great mom. 

Wherein a God was bom ; 

Whose story none can tell, 
But He whose every word's a miracle. 

To-day, Almightiness grew weak ; 
The world itself was mute, 
And could not speak. 

That Jacob's Star that made the sim 
To dazzle, if He durst look on. 
Now mantled o'er in Bethlehem's night, 
Borrow'd a star to shew Him light. 
He that begirt each zone. 
To whom both poles are one ; 
Who grasp'd the zodiac in's hand. 
And made it move or stand. 
Is now by nature Man ; 
By stature but a span ; 
Eternity is now grown short, 
A King is bom without a court : 
The water thirsts, the fountain's dry. 
And life, being born, made apt to die. 
r 
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Chorus, Then let us praises emulate and vie 
With His humility : 
Since He's exil*d from skies 
That we might rise 
From low estate of men. 
Let's sing Him up again. 
Each man wind up's heart 
To bear a part 

In that angelic choir ; and shew 
His glory high as He was low. 
Let's sing towards men good- will and charity. 
Peace upon earth, glory to God on high. 

Hcdlelufah ! HalUlujah ! 

A HYMN UPON ST. JOHN'S DAY. 

This day 
We sing 
The friend of our eternal King, 
Who in His bosom lay. 
And kept the keys 
Of His profound and glorious mysteries : 
Which to the world dispensed by His hand, 

Made it stand 
Fix'd in amazement to behold that light. 

Which came 
From the throne of the Lamb, 

To invite 
Our wretched eyes (which nothing else could see 
But fire and sword, hunger and misery :) 
T' anticipate by their ravish'd sight 
The beauty of celestial delight. 
Mysterious God ! regard me when I pray : 
And when this load of clay 
Shall fall away. 
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O let Thy gracious hand conduct me up, 
Where on the Lamb's rich viands I may sup : 

And in this last supper I 
May, with Thy friend, in Thy sweet bosom lie 

For ever in eternity. 

Hallelii^ah, 

UPON THE DAY OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS. 

Mournful Judah shrieks and cries. 
At the obsequies 
Of their babes, that cry 
More that they lose the paps, than that they die. 
He that came with life to all, 
Brings the babes a funeral. 
To redeem from slaughter Him 
Who did redeem us all from sin. 
They, like Himself, went spotless hence, 
A sacrifice to innocence. 

Which now does ride. 
Trampling upon Herod's pride : 
Passing from their fontanels of clay 
To heaven, a milky and a bloody way. 
All their tears and groans are dead. 
And they to rest and glory fled. 
Lord, who wert pleased so many babes should fall, 
While each sword hop'd, that every of the all 
Was the desired King, make us to be 
In innocence like them, in glory Thee. 

Amen. 

XJFO^ THE EPIPHANY, 

jlXJ> thb thbbb wise men of the bast oomino to 
wobship jesus. 

A comet, dangling in the air, 
Presag'd the ruin both of death and sin 
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And told the wise men of a King, 
The King of Glory, and the Sun 
Of Righteousness, who then begun 
To draw towards that blessed hemisphere. 
They from the farthest east this new 
And unknown light pursue, 
Till they appear 
In this blest Infant-King's propitious eye» 
And pay their homage to His royalty. 
Persia might then the rising Sun adore. 
It was idolatry no more. 
Great God ! they gave to Thee 
Myrrh, frankincense, and gold : 
But, LcH'd, with what shall we 
Present ourselves before Thy Ms^esty, 
Whom Thou redeem'dst when we were sold ? 
\V*have nothing but oursehres, and scarce that neither ; 
Vile dirt and clay : 
Yet it is soft, and may 
Impression take. 
Accept it, Lord, and say, this Thou hadst rather; 
Stamp it, and on this sordid metal make 
Thy holy image, and it shall outshine 
The beauty of the golden mine. Amen, 



A MEDITATION OF THB FOUB LAST THINGS, 

DEATH, JUDGMENT, HEAVEN, HELL. 

For the time of Lent especially. 



OP DEATH. 

Death, the old serpent's son, 
Thou hadst a sting once like thy sire. 
That cariied hell and ever-burning fire : 

But those black days are done ; 
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Thy foolish spite buried thy sting 
In the profound and wide 
Wound of our Saviour's side. 
And now thou art become a tame and harmless thing, 
A thing we dare not fear. 
Since we hear 
That our triumphant God, to punish thee 
For the aflfront thou didst Him on the tree. 
Hath snatch'd the keys of hell out of thy hand. 

And made thee stand 
A porter to the gate of life, thy mortal enemy. 
O Thou who art that gate, command that he 
May, when we die. 
And thither flee, 
Let us into the courts of Heaven through Thee. 

Hallelujah, 

THE PRAYER. 

My soul doth pant tow'rds Thee, 
My God ! source of eternal life ! 

Flesh fights with me ; 

O end the strife, 
And part us, that in peace I may 

Unclay 
My wearied spirit, and take 
My flight to Thy eternal spring. 

Where, for His sake 

Who is my Bang, ' 

I may wash all my tears away 
That day. 

Thou Conqueror of death. 
Glorious Triumpher o'er the grave. 

Whose holy breath 

Was spent to save 
Lost mankind, make me to be stvl'd 
Thy child : 
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And take me when I die, 
And go unto my dust, my soul 

Above the sky 

With saints enrol, 
That in Thy arms for ever I 

May lie. Amm. 



OF THE DAY OP JUDGMENT. 

Great Judge of all, how we vile wretches quake t 
Our guilty bones do ache, 
Our marrow freezes, when we think 
Of the consuming fire 
Of Thine ire : 
And horrid phials Thou shalt make 
The wicked drink. 
When Thou the winepress of Thy wrath shalt treac) 

With feet of lead. 
Sinful, rebellious clay! what unknown place 
Shall hide it from Thy face ! 
When earth shall vanish from Thy sight. 
The heavens that never err*d, 
But observ'd 
Thy laws, shall from Thy presence take their flight, 
And, kiird with glory, their bright eyes, stark dead. 
Start from their head : 
Lord, how shall we, 
Thy enemies, endure to see 
So bright, so killing Majesty ? 
Mercy, dear Saviour : Thy judgment-seat 
We dare not, Lord, entreat ; 
We are condemn'd already there. 
Mercy : vouchsafe one look 
Of life. Lord, we can read Thy Saving Jesus here. 
And in His name our own salvation see. 
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Lord, set us free ; 
The book of sin 
Is crossed within, 
Our debts are paid bj Thee. 

Mercy. 

OP HEAYEN. 

O Beauteous God ! uncircumscribed Treasure 
Of an eternal pleasure, 
Thy throne is seated far 
Above the highest star. 
Where Thou prepar'st a glorious place 
Within the brightness of Thy face 
For every spuit 
To inherit 
That builds his hopes on Thy merit. 
And loves Thee with a holy charity. 
What ravish'd heart, seraphic tongue, or eyes. 
Clear as the morning's rise, 
Can speak, or think, or see 
That bright eternity. 
Where the great King's transparent throne 
Is of an entire jasper-stone ! 
There the eye 
Of th' chrysolite, 
And a sky 
Of diamonds, rubies, chrysoprase ; 
And, above all, Thy holy face. 
Makes an eternal clarity. 
When Thou Thy jewels up dost bind, that day 
Remember us, we pray ; 
That where the beryl lies. 
And the crystal 'hove the skies. 
There Thou may'st appoint us place. 
Within the brightness of Thy face, 
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And our soul 

In the scroll 
Of life and blissfulness enrol, 
That we may praise Thee to eternity. 

HaXlelujaK 

OP HELL. 

Horrid darkness, sad and sore, 

And an eternal night, 
Groans and shrieks, and thousands more 
In the want of glorious light 
Every comer hath a snake 
In the accursed lake. 
Seas of fire, beds of snow, 
Are the best delights below : 
A viper from the fire 
Is his hire, 
That knows not moments from eternity. 
Glorious God of day and night, 
Spring of eternal light, 
Hallelujalis, hymns, and psalms. 
And coronets of palms 
Fill Thy temple evermore. 

O mighty God, 
Let not Thy bruising rod 
Crush our loins with an eternal pressure ; 
O let Thy mercy be the measure : 
For if Thou keepest wrath in store, 
We all shall die. 
And none be left to glorify 
Thy Name, and tell 
How Thou hast sav'd our souls from hell. 

Mercy. 
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ON THE COlfOlRSION OP ST. PAUL. 

Full of wrath, his threatening breath 
Belching nought but chains and death, 
Saul was arrested in his way, 

By a voice and a light. 
That if a thousand days 

Should join rays 
To beautify one day, 
It would not shew so glorious and so bright. 
On his amazed eyes it night did fling. 
That day might break within ; 
And by those beams of faith 
Make him, of a child of wrath. 
Become a vessel full of glory. 
Lord, curb us in our dark and sinful way 
We humbly pray. 
When we down horrid precipices run, 
With feet that thirst to be undone. 
That this may be our story. 

Hallelujah. 

ON THE PURIFICATION OP THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN. 

Pure and spotless was the maid 
That to the temple came ; 
A pair of turtle-doves she paid. 

Although she brought the Lamb. 
Pure and spotless though she were. 
Her body chaste, and her soul fair. 
She to the temple went 
To be purified, 
And tried 
That she was spotless and obedient. 
O make us follow so blest precedent. 
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And purify our souls, for we 
Are cloth'd with sin and misery : 

For our conception 

One imperfection. 
And a continued state of sin, 
Hath sullied all our faculties within. 

We present our souls to Thee* 

Full of need and misery ; 
And for redemption a Lamh, 
The purest, whitest, that e'er came 

A sacrifice to Thee ; 
Even He that bled upon the tree. 

ON GOOD-FRIDAY. 

The Lamb is eaten, and is yet again 

Preparing to be slain. 

The cup is full, and mix'd, 

And must be drunk : 

Wormwood and gall 
To this are draughts to beguile care withal : 

Yet the decree is fix'd : 
Doubled knees, and groans and cries, 
Prayers and sighs, and flowing eyes 

Could not entreat. 

His sad soul sunk 
Under the heavy pressure of our sin ; 

The pains of death and hell 

About Him dwell. 
His Father's burning wrath did make 
His very heart, like melting wax, to sweat 
Rivers of blood 
Through the pure strainer of His skin : 

His boiling body stood 
Bubbling all o'er, 
As if the wretched whole were but one door 
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To let in pain and grief, 
And turn out all relief. 
O Thou, who for our sake 
Didst drink up 
This hitter cup, 
Rememher us, we pray. 
In Thy day, 
When down 
The struggling throats of wicked men 
The dregs of Thy just fury *8hall be thrown : 

O then 
Let Thy unbounded mercy think 

On us, for whom 
Thou underwent'st this heavy doom ; 
And give us the well of life to drink. 

Amen. 



ON THE ANNUNCIATION TO THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN. 

A winged harbinger from bright Heaven flown. 
Bespeaks a lodging-room 
For the mighty Kmg of love, 
The spotless structure of a virgin- womb, 
O*ershadow'd with the wings of the bless'd Dove : 
For He was travelling to earth, 
But did desire to lay 
By the way. 
That He might shift His clothes, and be 
A perfect man as well as we. 
How good a God have we ! Who for our sake. 

To save us from the burning lake. 
Did change the order of creation : 

At first He made 
Man like Himself, in His own image ; now. 
In the more blessed reparation. 
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The heavens bow ; 
Eternity took the measure of a span, 

And said. 
Let Us make Ourself like man, 

And not from man the woman take. 
But from the woman, man. 
Hallelujah : we adore 
His Name whose goodness hath no store. 

Halkltifah, 

EASTER DAY. 

What glorious light ! 
How bright a sun after so sad a night 
Does now begin to dawn ! Bless'd were those eyes 
That did behold 
This Sun, when He did first unfold 
His glorious beams, and now begin to rise. 
It was the holy tender sex 
That saw the first ray : 
Saint Peter and the other had the reflex, 

The second glimpse o' th' day. 
Innocence had the first, and he 
That fled, and then did penance, next did see 
The glorious Sun of Righteousness 
In His new dress 
Of triumph, immortality, and bliss. 
O dearest God, preserve our souls 
In holy innocence : 
Or, if we do amiss, 
Make us to rise again to th' life of grace. 
That we may live with Thee, and see Thy glorious face. 
The crown of holy penitence. 

Halieltifah. 
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ON THE DAY OP ASCENSION. 

He is risen higher, not set : 
Indeed a cloud 
Did with His leave make bold to shroud 
The Sun of Glory from mount Olivet, 
At Pentecost He'll shew Himself again. 

When ev'ry ray shall be a tongue 
To speak all comforts, and inspire 
Our souls with their celestial fire ; 
That we the saints among 
May sing, and love, and reign. 

Amen, 

ON THE FEAST OP PENTECOST, OR 
WHIT-SUNDAY. 

Tongues of fire from Heaven descend 
With a mighty rushing wind. 
To blow it up, and make 
A living fire 

Of heavenly charity, and pure desire. 

Where they their residence should take. 

On the Apostles' sacred heads they sit. 

Who now, like beacons, do proclaim and teJI 

Th' invasion of the host of hell. 

And give men warning to defend 

Themselves from the enraged bnmt of it. 

Lord, let the flames of holy charity. 
And all her gifts and graces, slide 
Into our hearts, and there abide ; 

That, thus refined, we may soar above 

With it, unto the element of love. 
Even unto Thee, dear Spirit, 

And there eternal peace and rest inherit. 

Amen. 
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PENITENTIAL HYMNR 

I. 

"I^iord, I have sinn'd, and the black number swells 

To such a dismal sum. 
That should my stony heart and eyes. 
And this whole sinful trunk, a flood become. 
And run to tears, their drops could not suffice 
To count my score, 
Much less to pay : 
But Thou, my God, haUi blood in store. 
And art the Patron of the poor. 
Yet since the balsam of Thy blood, 
Although it can, will do no good, 
Unless the wounds be cleans'd with tears before ; 
Thou, in whose sweet but pensive face 
Laughter could never steal a place. 
Teach but my heart and eyes 
To melt away, 
And then one drop of balsam wjpil suffice. 

II. . 

Great God, and just ! how canst Thou see, 
Dear God, our misery, 
And not in mercy set us free } 
Poor miserable man ! how wert thou bom ! 
Weak as the dewy jewels of the mom, 
Wrapp'd up in tender dust, 
Guarded with sins and lust. 
Who, like court flatterers, wait 
To serve themselves in thy unhappy fate 
Wealth is a snare, and poverty brings in 
Inlets for theft, paving the way for sin : 
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Each perfum'd vanity doth gently breathe 
Sin in thy soul, and whispers it to death. 
Our faults, like ulcerated sores, do go 
O'er the sound flesh, and do corrupt that too. 
Lord, we are sick, spotted with sin 
Thick as a crusty leper's skin. 
Like Naaman, bid us wash ; yet let it be 
In streams 6f blood that flow from Thee. 

Then will we sing, 
Touch'd by the heavenly Dove's bright wing. 
Hallelujah, psalms and praise. 
To God, the Lord of night and days ; 
Ever good, and ever just, 
Ever high, who ever must 
Thus be sung, is still the same : 
Eternal praises crown His Name. 

Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR CHARITY. 

Full of mercy, full of love, 

Look upon us from above ; 

Thou who taught'st the blind man's night 

To entertain a double light, 

Thine and the day's, (and that Thine too :) 

The lame away his crutches threw : 

The parched crust of leprosy 

Retum'd unto its infancy : 

The dumb amazed was to hear 

His own unchain'd tongue strike his ear : 

Thy powerful mercy did even chase 

The devil from his usurp'd place, 

Where Thou Thyself should'st dwell, not ho : 

O let Thy love our pattern be ; 

Let Thy mercy teach one brother 

To forgive and love another, 

G 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



136 FEBTIVAL UTUXS. 

That, copying Tby mercy here, 
Thy goodness naay hereaher rear 
Our souk unto Thy glory, when 
Onx dust shall -oease to be -with men. 
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SELECTION FEOM THE OFFICES 

AND 

FORMS OF PRAYER 

En Cases ^rXrinats anXr lExtraorlirinarc ; 

TAKEN OUT OP 

THE SCEIPTURES AND THE ANCIENT LITTJEGIES OF SETEEAL 
CHUECHES, ESPECIALLY THE GEEEK. 
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ADVEETISEMENT. 

Foe the offices themselves, I pray God bless them 
to all those ends whither they are designed, and to 
which in their own nature they can minister ; and 
as I humbly recommend them to God's blessing, so 
I do submit them to the judgment of my afflicted 
mother the Church of England, and particularly to 
the censure of my spiritual superiors ; and I desire 
that these prayers may no longer be used in any 
public place, than my lor^ds the bishops upon prudent 
enquiries and grave considerations shall perceive 
them apt to minister to God's glory, and useful to 
the present or future necessities of the sons and 
daughters of the Church of England. 
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MORNING PRAYER 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 



Say one or more of these Sentences, 

He that coveretli his sins shall not prosper : but 
lie that confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. — Prov. xxviii. 13. . 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and for- 
givenesses, though we have rebelled against Him; 
neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our 
God to walk in His laws which He hath set before 
us by His servants the prophets. — Dan. ix. 10. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us ; but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. — 
1 John i. 8, 9. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 
despise. — Psalm li. 17. 

Cast away from you all your transgressions where- 
by ye have transgressed, and make you a new heart, 
and a new spirit ; for why will ye die ? I have no 
pleasure in XhQ death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God; wherefore turn yourselves and live ye. 
— Ezek. xviii. 31, 32. 

After which say, 

Draw nigh therefore unto God, and He will draw 
nigh unto you. Cleanse your hands and purify 
jrour hearts. Humble yourselves in the sigtt of the 
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Lord, and make a confession of your sins nnto Him, 
with a hearty sorrow and a humble hope, begging 
for pardon at the throne of grace. 

Let ii% pray. 
The Conpessiok. 

I. O Ahnighty God, great Lord of heaven and 
earth, we miserable sinners with fear and shame 
cast ourselves down before Thee, humbly confessing 
our manifold sins and unsufferable wickednesses, by 
which we have deserved Thy wrath, and that we 
should be separated from the sweetest comforts of 
Thy presence iot ever. 

II. We confess, O great God, we have sinned 
against Thee by knowledge and by ignorance, by 
folly and by surprise, by word and deed, by anger 
and desires, by night and by day, in private and in 
public, by the lusts of the flesh, and the vanity and 
pride of our spirits : our sins of omission are in- 
finite, and the sins of our tongue cannot be num- 
bered ; O God, Thy words and laws are holy, and 
Thy judgments are terrible; but we have broken 
all Thy righteous laws and commandments, and we 
have great cause to be afraid of Thy severest judg- 
ments, and where shall we appear when Thoa art 
angry with us ? 

III. But Thou shalt answer for us, O Lord our 
God : Thou art our Judge, but Thou art our Be- 
deemer; we have sinned, but Thou, O blessed 
Jesus, art our Advocate. Have mercy upon ns^ 
have mercy upon us, most miserable sinners ; enter 
not into judgment with iis lest we die, let not Thine 
anger arise lest we be consumed ; but spare us» 
gracious Lord ; spare Thy servants whom Thou hast 
redeemed with Thy most precious blood ; O reserve 
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not evil in store for \ss againsfc the day of rengeance^ 
but filiew Thy goodness in us, and let Thy mercies- 
be magnified upon us ; deliver us, O Lord, from the 
power of sin, and preserve us from the punishments 
of it, through Jesoa Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Deprecation to he used upon Solemn DatfSf or at 
iJie discretion of him that ministers. 

I. O Lord our God, whose power is infinite^ 
whose glory is supreme, whose mercy is without 
measure, whose goodness is unspeakable, despise 
not Thy returning servants who earnestly beg for 
pardon and to be reconciled to Thee : sanctify, Q 
God, our bodies and souls, search out our spirits^ 
and cast out all iniquity from within us; all weak 
principles and false arguings, every impure lust and 
filthy desire, all pride and envy, all hypocrisy and 
lying, aH inordinate love of this woria, and base 
covetousness ; all hardness of heart, and unrelenting 
diopositionsy all peevishness and hasty anger, all 
mindfulness of injuries and revengefulness» all blas- 
phemy and irreligion; and every motion of soul 
and body which can withdraw us from Thee, and is- 
i^ainst Thy will and commandment. 

n. Gracious Father, give us perfect pardon for 
what is past, and a perfect repentance of all our 
evils, that for the time to come we may with pure 
spirits, with broken and contrite hearts, with sanc- 
lafied lips and holy desires, serve Thee religiously,, 
walk humbly with our God, converse jusdy and 
charitably with men, and possess our souls in pa- 
tience and holiness, and our bodies in sanctifica- 
tioii and honour, through Jesus Christ our Lord.. 
Amen. 
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The Prayer of Absolution to he said hy the MiniHer 
alone according to his piety and discretion when he 
sees cause, {not frequently). 

Our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus, tlie great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, that Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the world, who 
promised Paradise to the repenting thief, and gave 
pardon to the woman taken in adultery, He pardon 
and forgive all your sins known and unknown. 

blessed Jesus, in whatsoever Thy servants as 
men bearing flesh about them, and inhabiting this 
world, or deceived by the devil, have sinned, whe- 
ther in word or deed, whether in thought or desire, 
whether by omission or commission, let it be for- 
given unto them by Thy Word and by Thy Spirit ; 
and for ever preserve Thy servants from sinning 
against Thee, and from suflfering Thine eternal 
anger, for Thy promise sake, and for Thy glorious 
Name's sake, O blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus. 
Amen. 

Then devoutly and distinctly say the Lord^s Prayer. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for 
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen, 

The Doxoeogt 

Glory be to the Father of mercies, the Father of 
men and angels, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Glory be to the most holy and eternal Son of 
God, the blessed Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world, the Advocate of sinners, the Prince of peace, 
the Head of the Church, and the mighty Deliverer 
of all them that call upon Him. 

Glory be to the holy and eternal Spirit of God, 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter, the sanctifying and 
life-giving Spirit. 

All glory and thanks, all honour and power, all 
love and obedience, be to the blessed and undivided 
Trinity, one God eternal. 

The heavens declare Thy glory, the earth con- 
fesses Thy providence, the sea manifests Thy power ; 
and every spirit, and every understanding creature 
celebrates Thy greatness for ever and ever. All 
^ory and majesty, all praises and dominion be unto 
Thee, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Then a/rising from their knees let the Psalter he read 
in order, as shall he judged convenient: that is to 
say, the ordinary portions for every day, Morning 
and Evening Prayer: and Psalms pc^ticulm'ly 
chosen for special days of festivity or of humiliation 
respectively. 

After the Psalms, ending with, 'Glory be to the 
. Father,' &c., read a chapter in the Old Testament : 
ike chapter out of the Old Testament is to he read 
on Sundays and Festivals, and not omitted without 
great occasion ; hut on ordinary days it may suffice 
after the Psalms immediately to read the Lesson out 
of the New Testament. 

^fter which recite this Hymn to the honour of Gody 
saying the verses interchangeahly. 

Eejoice in the Lord, ye righteous, for praise is 
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•comely for the upright-^The word of the Lord is 
true, and all His works are futhful. 

He loveth righteousness and judgment ; the earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord. — By the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the 
host of them by the breath of His mouth. 

He gatheretii the waters of the sea together ai 
an heap, He layeth up the depth in store-houses.— 
Let all Uie earth fear the Loid, let all the inhabit- 
ants of the world stand in awe of Him. 

Behold the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy. — -To 
deliver their souls from death, and to keep them 
alive in the time of famine. 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous* but the 
Lord deUvereth him out of all. — ^Evil shall slay 
the wicked, and they that hate the righteous shau 
be desolate. 

Licline not my heart to any evil thing, to prac- 
tise wicked works with men that w<n:k iniquity, 
and let me not eat of their dainties. — Cause me to 
hear Thy loving-kindness in the morning, for in 
Thee do I trust ; cause me to know the way wherein 
I should walk, for I lift up my soul unto Thee. 

Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art ray God ; 
Thy Spirit is good, lead me into the land of upright- 
ness. — Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my 
life with bloody men. 

The poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles. — O taste and 
see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man that 
trusteth in Him. 

O how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast 
laid up for them that fear Thee, which Thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in Thee, before the 
sons of men. — ^Thou shaft hide them in the secret 
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of Thy presence from the pride of man. Thou shalt 
keep them secretly in a payilion from the strife ot 
tongues. 

O love the Lord all ye His saints, for the Lord 
preserveth the Mthfril, and plentifully rewardeth 
Ae proud doer. — ^Be of good courage and He shall 
strengthen your heart, all you ti^t hope in the 
Lord. # 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Or thii. 

Sing praises unto God, sing praises ; sii^ praises 
unto our King, sing praises. For God is the King 
of all the earth, sing ye praises with imderstanding. 
— Gt)d reigneth over the nations, God sitteth upon 
the throne of His holiness. 

He is our refuge and strength, a Tery present 
help lA trouble. — Many, O Lord our God, are Thy 
wonderful works which Thou hast done, and Thy 
thoughts which are towards us; they cannot be 
reckoned in order. 

For God is my King of old, working salmtioa in 
&e midst of the earth. — Thou didst deave the 
fountain and the flood. Thou driest up mighty 
nvers. 

The day is Thine, the night also is Thine ; Thou 
hast prepared the light and the sun. — Thou hast 
set all m& borders of the earth, Thou hast made 
aummer and winter. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His 
Name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
-~The Tcnee of the Lord is upon the waters, the 
God of glory thundereth, the Lord is upcm many 
waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful, the voice of 
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the Lord is full of majesty. — The voice of the Lord 
maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the 
forests ; and in His temple doth every man speak 
of His glory. 

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous ; 
and shout for joy all ye that are upright in heart. — 
For this God is our God for ever and ever, He will 
be our guide imto dgath. 

Glory be to the Fatlier, &c. 

Then read a Lesson out of one of the Four Gospels^ 
or the Acts of the Soly Apostles : in order, or hy 
choice upon extraordinary occasions. 

After which recite one of these following Psalms. 

The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, 
and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto 
the going down thereof. — Out of Sion, the perfec- 
tion of beauty, God hath shined. 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence : 
a fire shall devour before Him, and it shaU be very 
tempestuous round about Him. — ^He shall call to 
the heavens from above, and to the earth that He 
may judge His people. 

And ^Q heavens shall declare His righteousness, 
for God is judge Himself. — ^His Name shall endure 
for ever ; His Name shall be continued as long as 
the sun, and men shall be blessed in Him; all 
nations shall call Him blessed. . 

Blessed be the Lord God the God of Israel, who 
only doth wondrous things. — ^And blessed be His 
glorious Name for ever, and let the whole earth be 
filled with His glory. Amen. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 
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Or thit, to he^ said espeoiaUf on Communion days. 
Psalm zxiii. 

The Loxd is my ShepKerd, I shall nat want.— 
He maketk xae ta lie dawn m. green, pasture, He 
lea^eth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul ; He leadeth me ia the 
paths of righteousness, for His frame's sake* — 'Yea 
thcmgb I walk through the vaUer of the shadow of 
death, I wiU fear bo evil; for Thou art with me» 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort xba. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
ol mine enemies^ Thou anointest my head with oil, 
my cnp ruimeth over.— Surely goodness and mercy 
«1mU follow me all the days o£ my life, wd I wiu 
dweU in the house of the £ord for ever. 

<JlQ(cy b€» to the Father, *c. 

T%m say the Apostles^ Creed^ or tJi4 Nieene Creed if 
it 1$ a great Festival of the Church. 

I belioTe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heayen and earth: and in Jesus (Sirist His only 
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Hofy 
Ghost, bom of the Virg^ Mary, sufltered under 
Pontius Pikte, was crucified, dead, and buried, He 
descended into hell ; the third day He rose again 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy Catholic 
Church ; the communion of saints : the forgiveness 
of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
•Ttrlasting. Amen. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



148 MOBNIKO PEA.TES 

The Nicene Creeds to he said upon the great 
Solemnities of the Year. 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible : and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only- 
begotten Son of Gt)d, begotten of His Father before 
fdl worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
Tery God, begotten, not made, being of one sub- 
stance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made : who for us men, and for our salvation came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered, and was buried, and the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father. And He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead : whose kingdom 
shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
who spake by the prophets. And I believe one 
Catholic and Apostolic Church ; I acknowledge one 
baptism for the remission of sins, and I look iox the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

After the Creed, 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 
People. And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
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in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead ua 
not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for 
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 
€ver and ever. Amen. 

I. great King of heaven and earth, the Lord 
and Patron of all ages, receive Thy servants ap- 
proaching to the throne of grace in the Name of 
Jesus Christ; give unto every one of us what i» 
best for us, cast out all evil from within us, work 
in us a fulness of holiness, of wisdom and spiritual 
imderstanding, that we increasing in the knowledge 
of God may be fruitful in every good work, through. 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IL The Collect for the Morning, 

Almighty Father, great God of all the worlds 
who dwellest in the light to which no man can. 
approach, in Thy presence there is no night, in the 
light of Thy countenance there is perpetual dayr 
we Thy servants whom Thou hast preserved this, 
night, who bless and glorify Thee this day, who live 
by Thy power, who desire to walk by Thy laws, ta 
be blessed by Thy providence, to be defended by 
Thy almighty hand, humbly pray unto Thee that 
this day and all the days of our life may be holy 
and peaceable ; send Thy Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
peace, to be the guide of our way, the guard of our 
souls and bodies. Grant that all the chances and 
accidents of this day may be healthful to our bodies 
and profitable to our souls, and that we may spend 
the remaining portion of our life in blessing, and 
peace, and holiness. Make Thou the latter end of 
our days to be Christian, without shame and witt* 
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oat torment : said wkcn we shall ftppear* before Thy 
dreadful seat of judgment, grant that we maj not 
be confounded, Inxt maj staiid upright m the eon* 
gregation of the saints, acquitted by the death of 
Christy justified bj His resunreetion, pardoned hv 
His sentence, saved by His mercy, tliat we lo&y 
refoice in His salvattooy and sing Thy pormsea for 
ever and eiper. Ameo. 

III^ A Prmfer against Thnptationa- 

O God and Father of omr Lord Jesus Christy Thy 
Name is ^reat, Thy o ss cmc e is infinite. Thy good- 
ness is eternal, and Thy po^ver hath no Umit; Tl^eu 
art the God and Lprd of all, blessed foe evtirmMre. 
Look down in mercy and compassion from Thy 
dwelling, hear our prayers and supphcations, and 
deliver us from all temptations of the world, the 
£esh, and the devil. Take not Thy grace from us,, 
let us never want Thy help in our needs, nor Thy 
comfort in the day of our danger and calasaitj. 
Never try us beyond our strengths, nor afflict us 
beyond our patience, n(Nr smite us but with a lather'a 
rod. We have no strengths of our own. Thou «rt 
outr confidence, our rock, and our strong salvation. 
Save us, O God, from the miseries of this world, 
and never let us suffer the intolerable calamities' of 
the next. Rescue us fVom the evils we have done, 
and preserve ns from the evils we have deserved, 
tiiat we living- before Thee with clean hearts, and 
undefiled bodies, and sanctified spirits, may at the 
day of judgment be presented pure and spotless by 
the blood of the Lamb, that we may sing eternal 
AUebiiahs in heavenly places to the honour of God 
our Saviour, who hath redeemed our souls from 
^teath, our eyes from tears, and our feet from felling 
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Grant this in the richness of Thy mercy through. 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall he added^ upon all Sundays and Festivals 
of the year, this following Prayer ; and upon other 
days, 08 opportunity is to he had, all or some por-- 
tions. 

L The Prayer of Intercession for all States of Men 
and Women in the Catholic Church. 

Save us, defend and keep us in Thy fear and 
love, Thou God of mercy and grace ; give unto 
us the light of Thy countenance, pardon of our sins^ 
health of our body, sanctification of our spirits^ 
peace from heaven, and salvation of our souls ia 
the day of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

IL For the Catholic Church. 

Hear our prayers for Thy holy Church Catholic 
which Thou hast redeemed with Thy blood, sealed 
and sanctified with Thy Spirit : extirpate all heresies 
and false doctrines, unite all her divisions, let her 
be prosperous under Thy favour, and the protection, 
of kings and princes and the whole secular arm; 
that she may daily celebrate Thy Name with strict 
obedience, and pure spiritual sacrifices, that she 
may be accepted and prevail in her daily and 
nightly prayers, and that the gates of hell may 
never prevaU. against her : let her live in the Spirit, 
and reign in Thy glory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Ill, For the Supreme Power. 

"We pray unto Thee, great King of heaven and 
earth, for all Christian kings, princes, governors^ 
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and states: crown them witb justice and peace, and 
-with the love of God, and the love of their people : 
let holiness be the ornament of their heads ; invest 
them with the armour of righteousness, and let the 
unointing from above make them saored and vener- 
able, wise and holy; that being servants of the 
King of kings, friends of religion, ministers of jus- 
tice and patrons oi the poor» they ipay at last 
inherit a porticm in the kingdom of our L^^ Jesus. 

IF. For the State Scclma$tical 

Bemember all them that do the Lord's work in 
tbe ministry and conduct of souls. Give them great 
gifts and great holiness, that wisely and charit- 
ably, diligently and zealously, prudently and ac- 
ceptably, they may be guides to the blind, com- 
forters to the sad and weary, that they may strengthen 
the weok and confirm the strong, separate the vile 
from the precious, boldly rebuke sin, patiently suffer 
for the truth, and be exemplary in their lives, 
that in all their actioM and sermons, in their dis* 
fiipline and ministrations, they may advance the 
good of souls, and the honour of our X^ord Jesus. 
Amen. 

r. For dl Orders tmd Stoics of Mm, dpc 

O blessed God, who art rich in mercy and com- 
passion, take cajre of all states of men and women 
in the Christian Church, the nobility and gentry, 
magistrates and judges, advocates and physicians, 
merchants and artificers, husbandmen and trades- 
men, the labourers and the hirelings: give them 
grace in their several callings to glorify Thee, and 
to keep a good conscience both towards Gt>d and 
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towards man, that they may find eternal comfort in 
the glorious day of our Lord Jesus. 

FT. For the Miserable and Afflicted. 

In mercy remember the poor and needy, the 
widows and fatherless, the stranger and the friend- 
less, the oppressed and the grieved, the decrepit 
and sickly, the young men and the tempted, the 
weak of heart and the weak in body, them that 
languish and them that are dying; relieve their 
necessities, comfort their sorrows, sanctify their 
<5alamities, strengthen their weaknesses, and suffer 
not the devil to prevail over them in the days of 
their sorrow and disadvantage : and in Thy due 
time deliver them firom their sad bondage into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God, through Jes«ui 
Christ our Lord. 

Vn. Be a guide to the travellers, a star and 
A port to mariners, the comfort and strength of 
miners and galley-slaves. Pity, good GcS, all 
gentlemen that are fallen into poverty and sad mis- 
fortunes, strengthen and deliver all Women that are 
in sharp and dangerous labour, all them that roar 
and groan with intolerable pains and noisome dis^ 
eases: have mercy and compassion upon all that 
are aflfliicted with musion of the night and frightful 
i^paritions, that are haunted or possessed with 
evil spirits, or troubled with despairing or amazed 
consciences, with the stone and with the gout, with 
violent colics and grievous ulcers : give them pity 
and give them patience, a speedy deliverance from 
their calamity, and a sanctified use of the rod of 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

VIII. We pray unto Thee, O blessed Father, in 
behalf of all that are in banishment and captivity, 
in fetters or hard services, in want or extreme 
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poverty, in great fear or in any great passion. Keep 
them from sinning against Thee, and from being 
swallowed by too great a sorrow. Let the ac- 
cidents of their lives be under the command of 
reason, and of Thy Holy Spirit, and end in holiness 
and comfort, in peace and joys eternal, through the 
mercies of our God in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

iX For Preservation from Danger and JEviL 

Keep us, God, from famine and pestilence, 
from earthquakes and inundations, from fire and 
sword, from invasion by foreign enemies and from 
civil wars, from fedse religion and from discounten- 
ancing the true : let every Christian soul find pity 
at the throne of grace : let all our errors and ignor- 
ances find pardon by Christ, and remedy by the 
Holy Spirit of Christ ; hear all our prayers, relieve 
all our necessities, sanctify all the events of Thy pro- 
vidence, and the changes of our life, that we may 
for ever love and for ever fear thee, and all things 
may work together for our good, unto Thy glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of Gtod, and the communication of the Holy Spirit 
of God, be with us, and with all our relatives, and 
ivith all the servants of God, this day and for ever- 
more. Amen. 

The end of Morning Frayer, 
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Say one or more of these Sentences. 

LoBD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake Thee 
shall he ashamed, because they have forsaken the 
lord, the fountain of living waters. 

Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, 
have mercy upon us for Thy Name's sake : for our 
backsUdings are many, we have sinned against 
Thee. 

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon 
Him when He is near. 

There is no peace, saith my GU)d, to the wicked. 

Who is a God like imto Thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the remnant of the trans- 
gression of His heritage ? He retaineth not His 
anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy. 

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 

Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to renew the hearts of them that are contrite. 

After which add this short Exhortation. 

1 beseech you that are present to join with me 
in an humble confession of sins to Almighty God, 
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casting yourselves down with all humility before 
the throne of grace. 

The CoNFESsioir. 

I. Almighty God, powerful and merciful, Thou 
art a jealous God against persevering sinners, but 
a gracious Father to the penitent ; let Thy merciful 
ears be opened to the petitions of Thy servants 
who with sorrow and shame confess their sins imto 
Thee. 

II. We have loved the worid, noi Thee: we 
have obeyed the desires of our own hearts, mot 
Thy holy laws and commandments : we have often 
left our duty undone, but cease not to please our 
senses and to feed greedily upon vanity : Thou hast 
commanded us to love our brethren, and instead of 
loving them we have slandered and reproached, 
injured and tempted them, envied their good and 
rejoiced in their calamity. 

III. O blessed God, we are ashamed when we 
remember our own follies, our violent passions, our 
peevishness and pride, our vain thoughts and un- 
profitable words, our uncharitable and useless con- 
versation : we spend our days in idleness and folly, 
our nights in the images and causes of death ; and 
though our sins are so many that we cannot num- 
ber them, yet we so little apprehend our own 
dangers, that we neither leave them utterly nor 
heartily deplore them. 

IV. But O God, thou God of pity and compas- 
STOD, have mercy upon us : for Thou art our Father, 
merciful and gracious, and Thou hast revealed to 
mankind an infinite mercy in Jesus Christ. For 
His sake be pleased to give us repentance and to 
give us pardon, and grant that our souls being 
washed in the blood of the holy Lamb and the 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



THEOTJGHOrT THE YEAB. 157 

baptism of repentance we may live a gracious^ 
a holy, rnd a blessed life, in all godliness, and 
hone^ty, and sobriety, and may die in the love of 
God, in tie charity of our neighbours, in the com- 
mimion of the Church, and in a sure and certain 
hope of life eternal, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

2Jie Prayer nf AUolution is io he said hy the Minister 
alone, aceprding to his piety and discretion, when 
he sees ca/use. 

Our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesns, the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, that Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the world, who 
promised Paradise to the repenting thief, and gave 
pardon to the woman taken in adultery, He pardon 
and forgive all your sins known and imknown. 
O blessed Jesus, in whatsoever Thy servants a& 
men bearing flesh about them, and inhabiting this 
world, or deceived by the devil, have sinned whe- 
ther in word or deed, whetJier in thought or desire, 
whether by omission or commission, let it be for- 
given unto them by Thy Word and by Thy Spirit ;^ 
and for ever preserve Thy servants from sinning 
i^ainst Thee, and from suffering Thine eternal 
anger, for Thy promise sake, and for Thy glorious^ 
Name's 8ake» O bles^ Lord and Saviour Jesus. 
Amen* 

Jlien devotiily and distinctly say the Lord^s Prayer. 

Om Father, which art in heaven^ hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will he done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil t 
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for Thine is the kingdom, the power, and th 
gloiy, for ever. Amen. 

The Doxolooy. 

Glory be to the Father of mercies, the Father of 
men and angels, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Glory be to the most holy and eternal Son of 
God, the blessed Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world, the Advocate of sinners, the Prince of peace, 
the Head of the Church, and the mighty DeUverer 
of all them that call upon Him. 

GloiT be to the holy and eternal Spirit of God, 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the sanctifying and 
life-giving Spirit. 

AU glory and thanks, all honour and power, all 
love and obedience, be to the blessed and undivided 
Trinity, one God eternal. 

The heavens declare Thy glory, the earth con- 
fesses Thy providence, the sea manifests Thy power, 
and every spirit and every understanding creature 
celebrates Thy greatness for aver and ever. All 
gloiy and majesty, all praises and dominion, be 
unto Thee. O God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then arising from their knees, let the Psalms he said 
in order, unless some extraordinary occasion do 
intervene : in which case let Psalms he selected ae^ 
cording to the occasion, or as is afterwards described^ 
concluding with. Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Then read u^on all Sundays and Festivals of the year 
a chapter in the Old Testament, either in order or 
hy choice. 

After the Lesson recite this Hymn. 

I will remember the works of the Lord, surely I 
will remember the wonders of old : I will meditate 
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of all Thy works, and talk of Thy doings.— Thy 
way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who is so great 
a God as our God ? 

Thou art the God that doest wonders, Thou hast 
declared Thy strength among the people. — Thou, 
even Thou art to be feared, and who may stand in 
Thy sight when Thou art angry ? 

For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and 
the wine is red; it is full of mixture, and He 
poureth out of the same : but the dregs thereof^ 
all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out 
and drink them. — But I will declare for ever, I 
will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

For Thou art my hope, O Lord (Jod, Thou art 
my trust from my youth. — By Thee have I been 
holden up from the womb ; Thou art He that took 
me out of my mother's bowels, my praise shall be 
continually of Thee. 

For the Lord is a sun and a shield; the Lord 
will give grace and glory, and no good thing will 
He withhold from them that live a godly fife. — 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that putteth 
his trust in Thee. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Or this, 

God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of 
the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are about Him. — Thou rulest the raging of 
the sea, when the waves thereof arise Thou stillest 
them. 

The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine ; 
as for the world and the fulness thereof, Thou hast 
founded them. — Justice and judgment are the habit- 
ation of Thy throne, mercy and truth shall go 
before Thy face. 
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Por lo Thine enemies, O Lord, lo Thine enemies 
ehall perish ; all the workers of iniquity shall be 
scattered. — The righteous shall flourish like a palm» 
tree, he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Those that be planted in the house of the Lord* 
ehall flourish in the courts of our God. — They shall 
still bring forth fruit in their old age, they shall be 
fat and flourishing : to shew that the Lord is up- 
right ; He is our rock, and there is no unrighteous*- 
ness in Him. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Then read a Lesson out of the Epistle of SL Paul or 
any of tJie Canonical Epistles ; in order^ or selected 
upon special occasions. 

After the Lesson^ say this Psalm, 

Give ear, Lord, unto my prayer, and attend to 
the voice of my supplications. Turn us, O God of 
our salvation, and cause Thine anger towards us 
to cease. 

For Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive, 
and plenteous in mercy to all them that call upon 
Thee. — O remember not against us former iniqui- 
ties, let Thy tender mercies speedily prevent us. 

Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory of 
Thy Name : deliver us and purge away our sins, for 
Thy Name's sake. — Teach us Tby way, O God, and 
we will walk in Thy truth : unite our hearts to fear 
Thy Name. 

satisfy us early with Thy mercy, that we may 
rejoice and be glad all our days. — 8o we Thy 
people and sheep of Thy pasture will give Thee 
thanks for ever : we will shew forth Thy praise 
from generation to generation. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
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Or this. 

In Thee, Lord, do I put my trust, let me never 
be ashamed; deliver me in Thy righteousness. — 
Into Thy hand I commend my spirit; Thou hast 
redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 

Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servants ; save 
us for Thy mercies' sake. — For great is Thy good- 
ness which Thou hast laid up for them that fear 
Thee, which Thou hast wrought for them that trust 
in Thee, before the sons of men. 

The angel of the Lord encamped round about 
them that fear Him, and delivereth them.— ^Thou 
art my hiding-place, Thou shalt preserve me from 
trouble ; Thou shalt compass me about with songs 
of deliverance. 

Thou makest darkness and it is night, wherein all 
the beasts of the forest do creep forth. — Lord, 
how manifold are Thy works ! in wisdom hast Thou 
made them all : the earth is full of Thy riches. 

The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever ; the 
Lord shall rejoice in His works. — He appointed 
the moon for certain seasons, and the sun knoweth 
his going down. 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live, I will 
sing praise unto my God while I have my being : 
my meditation of Him shall be sweet, I will rejoice 
in the Lord, — I will both lay me down in peace, 
and sleep; for Thou, Lord, makest me dwell in 
safety. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Or dse say Psalm lOSrd, or the Ght, or the 12l8t 
TJien shall follow the Apostles' Creed, 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
beaven and earth: and in Jesns Christ His only 
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Son our Lord, which was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, bom of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, H^ 
descended into hell, the third day He rose again 
fix>m the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
fix>m thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic 
Church ; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness 
of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Minister. The Lord be with you, 

Feople. And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
foi^ve them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then follows the first Collect as at Morning Frayer. 

I. O great King of heaven and earth, the Lord and 
Patron of all ages, receive Thy servants approach- 
ing to the throne of grace in the Name of Jesus 
Christ. Give unto every one of us what is best for 
us, cast out all evil from within us, work in us 
a fulness of holiness, of wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing, that we, increasing in the knowledge of 
God, may be fruitful in every good work, through 
Jesiis Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Or this. 

Save U8, defend and keep us in Thy fear and 
love, O Thou God of mercy and grace. Give unto 
us the light of Thy countenance, pardon of our sina^ 
health of body, sanctification of our spirits, peace 
from heaven, and salvation of our souls in the day 
of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

/. For jRepentance and a JELoly Life. 

Almighty God, the fountain of holiness and 
fSelicity, who by Thy "Word and Thy Spirit dost 
conduct all Thy servants in the ways of peace and 
sanctity, inviting them by promises, and winning 
them by love, endearing them by necessities, and 
obliging them by the perpetual testimonies of Thy 
loving-kindness, grant unto us so truly to repent us 
rf our sins, so carefully to reform our errors, so 
diligently to watch over all our actions, so in- 
dustriously to do all our duty, that we may never 
transgress Thy holy laws willingly; but that it 
may be the work of our lives to obey Thee, the joy 
of our souls to please Thee, the satisfaction of all 
our hopes, and the perfection of our desires to live 
with Thee in the holiness of Thy kingdom of graee 
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IL For Peace. 

O Almighty and most gracious Father, who art 
the Fountain of peace and the Father of unions, we 
pray unto Thee for peace, for love, and for Thy 
salvation. Let a holy peace for ever dwell in our 
consciences. Let peace and holiness, and Qod*n 
blessing, for ever adorn, support and 
<^^}!^1>Z enlarge this family*. Let there be 
monweaith. peace and union of minds in all Chris- 
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tian assemblies, one heart and one voice, the same 
^th and au eternal charity. Make wara to cease 
in all the world, that the peace and the d^sigp^ ol 
the Gospel may be advanced, the hnm of the holjf 
Jesus may be obeyed, and Sis Name be imi^fflififtfJi 
in all t&e world for ener and. ever. Am&a^ 

IIL For aU Christian Princes, and the Eccle- 
siatUeaL SiaU,, 

Almig^ffF God, whO' miesi in the' kiogdoma^ of 
»en and in all the etvcuDilM of the would, defaui 
^Kise with Thy m^sey whomt Thou hast addsncKb 
wkhi Thy pc^er, lift ii^ the bom, advanoe the JMfe 
JRiereats of all Chtistiaa. kingS) princimr and. statei^ 
1^ the power of Thy* iK9«rabk> and life*gijriiigp 
il^assiottw. 

Give, nnto all them wko secve Thee in the mioiao^ 
tues of religion wisdom and holinesa^ the Uessingab 
o^ peace aad ^eftt.abililiM to minist^ prosperGsu^ 
to the good of soulsi by the powen and aids- of Th}^ 
Holy Spirit of wisdom. 

rV. ]Pardo& all our simK take, away onr iniqpiKties. 
&em us aU^ and presecvv: ua from aU danger andt 
tf[^uble>, from need and perseeutson, i^emi tbe tenap^ 
t^lLonai of the devily &oiai the violenee aud &»id q£ 
all our enemies. Keep us, O God, from sinning 
against Thee, and iram suffering Thy wrath; 
through Jesua Christ our Lord. Amen- 

FT T7ie Colhcffor the Mening^ 

' O Almiflity Eather,^ who ginest ^ sun finr li 
light by dfty,. and tbe offdinanees of the qmooi aosA 
of the abacsr f^r a li^t b^ night,, vouchsafe to re- 
^ve nfl thia nighi: and ever into Thy fa^vour and 
juratection^ de fen d i ng no. fiiott aU sad casualties' ani 



yGoOgl 



e 



THBorc3aaorT the teak. 165 

evil aoddentS; rnling and governing «« with Thy 
Holy Spirit, that all darkness and hurtful ignoraQee, 
all infidelity and weakness of heart, all inordinate 
fear and carnal affections may be removed far from 
us, that we, being justified by the mercies of God 
in our Lord Jesus, may be sanctified by Thy Spirit, 
and glorified by Thy infinite mercies in the day of 
the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

VI, For a Blessed Death, 

O most gracious and most holy Redeemer, who 
by dying for us becamest the Author of life unto 
us, and hai^ subdued all the powers of hell and the 
grave, taking away the sting of death, and breaking 
in pieces the powers of darkness ; hav« mercy upon 
MA now and at the hour of our death : let Thy Holy 
Spirit govern all our words aad action*, our thoughts 
and designs, our civil intercourse, and th« duties of 
i^igion ; and grant to us so perfectly to obey His 
eosmiiandments and attend His motions all the daj^ 
of oin: life, that we may by holy habits and a eoiv 
stant performanee of our duty wait for the <iODung 
of our Lord, and be ready to ent^ with Him at 
whatsoever hour He shall come« 

VIL O be merciful unto us in the 43ay of our 
calamity* and of Thy visitation: strengthen Oior 
&ith in the day of our sieknet^ea and trial, when 
the cloud is thick and the storm is great \ that w0 
may rely upon Thy graoe, invocate Thy mereiefl» 
hope in Thy goodness, and receive the end of our 
hopes, the salvation of our aouls. let us never 
descend into the dwellings of the wicJ^^d* nor into 
the place of them that know not God; but he 
pleaded hero to guide us with Thy ooimsel, and 
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after that receive us with Thy glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Or this. 

O eternal God, Thou Fountain of life and pardon, 
there is no number of Thy days nor of Thy mercies ; 
be merciful unto us now and at the hour of our 
death ; let not Thy servants be arrested with sudden 
death, that we be neither imready in our accounts, 
nor snatched hence with an imperfect duty, nor 
surprised in an act of sin, nor called upon when our 
lamps are untrimmed ; let it be neither violent nor 
untimely, hasty nor imblessed, but after the ordinary 
visitation of men, having in it an excellent patience 
and an exemplar piety, and the greatest senses and 
demonstrations of Thy eternal mercies. Preserve, 
O God, our reason and religion, our faith and our 
hope, our sense and our speech, perfect and useful 
till the last of our days, and grant that we may die 
the death of the righteous, and let our last end be 
like to his, free from debt and deadly sin, having 
first discharged all our obligations of justice, and 
made competent provision for our relatives, that 
none of ours be left miserable and improvided in 
our departure ; but grant that being blessed by 
Thy providence, and sanctified with Thy Spirit, 
they may for ever be servants of the Lord Jesus. 

II. Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of <mr 
hearts: ^hut not up Thy merciful eyes and ears 
unto our prayers, but spare us, O Lord most holy, 
O God most mighty, holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not at 
our last hour for any pains of death to fall from 
Thee ; but strengthen us with a mighty grace, and 
support us with an infinite mercy, giving us per- 
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feet measures of repentance and great treasures of 
charity, that at the general resurrection in the last 
day we may be found acceptable in Thy sight, and 
receive that blessing which Thy well-beloved Son 
shall then pronounce to all them that love and fear 
Thee, saying, Come ye blessed children of My 
rather, receive the kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world. This mercy, most 
merciful Father, vouchsafe to give imto us and all. 
Thy servants, through Jesus Christ our Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen. 

Mere moAj he inserted any of the portions of the 
Frayer of Intercession which is at the end of Morn* 
ing Frayer, 

The Blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious 
unto you ; the Lord lift up the light of His counten- 
ance upon you, and give you peace. 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, be amongst you and abide with 
you, and be your portion for ever and ever. Amen. 

TJie end of Evening Prayer, 



To he added to the foregoing Offices upon Special Occa^ 
sions immediately hefore the Blessing at Morning or 
Evening Frayer. 

A Frayer befobe Seehon. 

O Lord God, fountain of life, giver of all good 
things, who givest to men the blessed hope of 
'eternal life by our Lord Jesus Christ, and hast pro- 
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mised Thy Holy Spirit to tliem that ask Wm ; be 

present witk vs in the cliq)eiisation of Thy holy 

Word [and Sacrsnnents * ;] grant 

• TMi eteoM iliat we Deinff preserved from afl erfl 

ii to bt omitted • ^-« j ..j. ^ 

ff there be no by Thy power, and among the di- 
f^ament ttat rersities of opiniong and judgments 
in this world from all errors and fake 
doctrines, aind led into all truth by the condnct rf 
Thy Holy Spirit, may for ever obey Thy heaven^ 
calKttg : that we may not be only bearers of the 
"Word of Life, but doers also of good work^ keep* 
ing faith and a good conscience, living an im- 
JUinable life, usefully and charitably, religiously 
and prudently, in all godliness and honesty, before 
Thee our God, and before all the world, that at the 
end of our mortal Kfe- we may enter into the light 
and life of God, to sing praises and eternal hymns 
to the glory of Thy Name in eternal ages, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In whose Name let us pray in the words which 
Himself commanded, saying. 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy I^ame. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And foi^vB us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead u& 
not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : for 
Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving after Sermon, if it he 
convenient hf reoion of the time or other circum- 
stances^ 

I. Almighty God, our glory and our hope, our 
Lord aad Master, the Father of marcy and tLe God 
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oTnil eontfiorty ^we JnmAJy prossnt to Thoe \tiie Bfexsrir 
fee of a tbankful «pdrit, i& a jojfol adcaewledgaient 
«f tkoee JBtfinite ^vootB iiy ^wkioh Tbou ^baet Mip« 
ported Dur state, cDriohed ear spirits, oomforted our ' 
BBfrreiu, r^e^teil 'onr secessidea, Messed s and de* 
fended our persons, instructed our ignoranoes, and 
pvoiDDted our etemal Interest We praise Tby^ 
Kame 4ot ikwt portion a^ Thj holy WokI cf <vrkich 
SHMaluBstuBade ois parti^Brs ^is day; ^gca&t that 
it may bring forth fruit unto Thee and luito holi- 
ness in our whole life, to the glory of Thy holy 
Name^ tiie e^naiion^ our brethren, .and ihe eter- 
nal comfort of j«ur «oiil8 ia l&e day of our Lord 
Jesus. 

n. HaTe mercy upon all Idtat ile»e, and upoi^ 
lA that need our prayers. Sase the fnasm «f iStiB 
nek, support the spirrt o€ lAne cBseonsdiate, bfeor the 
tries of -orphanB and -widows m their cakanky, and 
restore all that are oppressed to their rights, and 
sanctify to them all tneir wrongs. Pity the fblly^ 
and pity Ihe calamities of poor maiddnd : in mercy 
remembering those that ture appointed to die, eem«- 
fort and support their spirits, perfect and accept 
l&ceir repentance, and receive the eouls returning 
tnrto Thee, whom Thou hast redeemed ^wiA Thy 
most precious blood. 

III. Lord, pity and pardon, direct asid bleso^ 
sanctify and save us all. Give repentance to all 
tbat live ia sin, and perseveranee to all Thy soii»- 
amd servants-; for His «dce who is Thy beloveds 
tmd the foundation of aH our hopes, our blessed 
Ijord and Saviour Jesus, to whom witii the Father 
and the H[<ily Spirit 'be all honour and glory, praise 
and adoratdon^ love and obedienee, now wad for 
evermore. Amen. 
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If thii whole Office he said at Morning or EvmUng 
Ftayer respectively^ the CoUeet before Sermon here 
fut down may he used instead of the usual Prayer 
hefore Sermon; ending with the Lord* s Prayer: 
and the Sermon to hegin immediately hefore the 
Blessing, 

The Sermon being ended; the Prayer of Thanksgiving 
vMy he saidf and the Congregation dismissed with 
the Blessing set down at the end of Evening Prayer . 



A Prayer when a Sick Person desires to he 
. puhliely prayed for. 

I» O Almighty and most gracious Father, who 
art the fountain of life and health and pardon, hear 
the prayers of Thy servants in behalf of our brother 

5 or sister,] the miserable for the afflicted, of sinners 
or him [or her] whom Thou hast smitten. Lord, 
lay no more upon him than Thou shalt enable him 
to bear, but give him patience; and do Thou Thy- 
aeif open a door for his escape, even by a holy and 
ft reformed life, and a speedy recovery, or else by 
ft. blessed death, as Thou in Thy infinite loving- 
kindness shalt choose for Thy glory and his eternal 
interest. 

II. Lord, give unto Thy servant a perfect re- 
pentance and a perfect pardon of all his sins. 
Eemember not the errors of his youth, the weak- 
ness of his spirit, the surprises of his life, and the 
crimes of his choice : but join his present sufferings 
to the Passion, his prayers to the intercession, and 
his repentance to the merits of our dearest Saviour 
Jesus, that he may be pardoned and pitied, com- 
forted and supported, sanctified and saved in the 
day of recompenses. 
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III. Blessed Jesiis, who hast overcome all the 
powers of sin, hell, and the grave, take from Thy 
servant all inordinate fear of death, give him a per- 
fect resignation of his will and conformity to Thine ; 
restrain the power of the enemy, that he may not 
prevail against the soul which Thou hast re- 
deemed : if it be Thy will, give him a speedy resti- 
tution of his health, and a holy use of the affliction : 
or if Thou hast otherwise decreed, preserve him in 
Thy fear and favour, and receive his soul to mercy, 
to pardon, and eternal Efe, through Thy mercies 
and for Thy compassion sake, O blessed Saviour 
and Redeemer Jesus. Amen. 

Ihr Seasonable Weather in time of Droughty immo- 
derate Rain, or Scarcity , or Death of Cattle, 8fc, 

I. O Lord God, whose providence is universal 
and sufferest nothing to happen in vain, have mercy 
upon Thy servants who have deserved Thy wrath 
and to suffer Thy indignation in every expression 
by which Thou art pleased to signify it. Thou, 
O God, coverest the heaven with clouds, and pre- 
parest rain for the earth ; Thou makest the grass 
to grow upon the moimtains, and herb for the use 
of men: Thou givest fodder unto the cattle, and 
feedest the young ravens that call upon Thee ; hear 
us, O God, who are Thy servants, and the sheep of 
Thy pasture; we have indeed wandered and gone 
astray, but do Thou be merciful unto us, and bring 
us home to Thee : take away Thine anger from us ; 
bless the labours of the husbandman and the fruits 
of the field, refresh the weary earth 
to the^r^Sent ^^^ seasonable showers [or, season- 
need of rain or able weather * ;] for Thou hast the 
S^SISly.^ "' l^ey of rain, and the key of providence. 
Thou didst bind up the heavens wit> 
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ribs of iron, and Thou didst open again the sluices 
of water at the prayer of Thy servant I3yah, and 
Thy hand it not shortened, and Thy niiercies hwie 
no limit. 

II. Open Thy hand, O God, and fiU us with Thy 
loving-kindness, that the mower may fill his htad, 
and he that bindeth up the sheaves his bosom; 
that our gamers may be fiill with all manner (^ 
store; that our sheep may bring forth tiiousands 
and ten thousands in our streets: that our oxen 
may be strong to labour, that there be no breaking 
in or going out, that our hearts may be replenished 
with food and gladness, that there be no comphun- 
ing in our streets. Give us sufficient for this life; 
food and raiment, the light of Thy countenance, 
and contented spirits ; and Thy grace to seek the 
kingdom of heaven and the righteousness thereof 
in the first place, and then we are sure all these 
things shall be' added unto us. Grant the desh^s 
and hear the prayer of Thy servants, fw: Jesus 
Christ His sake, our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

Or this upim the same oceasion, cr in the tim$ of 
any other Jwdgment. 

Almighty Pather, Lord of heaven and earth, we 
have sinned and Thou hast smitten us, and all our 
evils that we suffer are drawn upon our heads by 
our own impious hands ; let Thy threatenings and 
Thy judgments, Thy love and Thy fear. Thy pro- 
mises and Thy precepts, work in Thy servants an. 
excellent repentance, and let our repentance obtain. 
Thy favour, and Thy fevour remove the present 
evil [of drought, of immoderate rain, of murrain, of 
plague, of war, of sickness] from us according to 
the present occasion; sanctify unto us Thy rod. 
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and support us with Thy staff, and restore us to 
those comforts which we need and which Thou hast 
jHTomised to give to them that love and fear Thee, 
that lepent ot' their sins, and beg for pardon through. 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A SHOETER FORM OF MORNING PRATER 
FOR A FAMILY. 



A more Private Office for the Family to he said he^ 
times in the morning on Sunduys^ or at any hour of 
the Wyoming upon the other days of the week. 

In the Name of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus. 

Our Father, &c. 

The Moening Hymn. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my Eing, and 
my God, for unto Thee will I pray. — My voice 
shalt Thou hear in the morning. O Lord, in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and 
will look up. 

Great is our Lord, and greatly to be praised ; 
His eyes are ever upon the righteous, and His ears 
are open unto their cry. — Thy mercy, Lord, is ia 
the heavens, and Thy faithfulness reacheth unto 
the clouds. 

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains, 
Thy judgments are a great deep ; O Lord, Thou 
preservest both pian and beast. — How excellent is 
Thy loving-kindness, O Lord ! therefore the children 
of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy 
wings. 

For with Thee is the fountain of life ; in Thy 
light we shall see light. — According to Thy Name, 
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O God, SO is Thj praise to the encls of the earth ; 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

The Lord, the Lord God is merciful and gracious,. 
hmg-BJMff&nngj and abundant in goodness and truth « 
keeping mercf Hor thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
tcansgression and sin, and that will by no means 
. dear tiiie guilty. 

What IS man that lliou shouldest magnify him, 
and that Thou shouldest set Thy heart upon him : 
— ^And that 'Skon shouldest Tisit him ev^ry mom- 
ing asid try him every moment ? 

If thou wouldest seek imto God betimes!, smd 
make thy suf^ication to the Almighty :-~If thou 
wert pure and upright, surely now JSe would awake 
lor thee, and. mc^e the habitation of thy righteous- 
ness prosperous. 

O Lord be gradous imto v» ; we hare waited for 
Thee, be Thou our arm every morning, our salva- 
tion also in the time of trouble. — O send out Thy 
light and Thy truth, let them lead me, let them 
bnng me to 'oiy holy hill, tmto Thy dwelHng. 

put your trust in the Lord, for with tl^ Lord 
there is mercy, and with Him is plenteons redemp- 
tion ; Bje shall redeem His people from their sins. 
— ^Then riiall their light break forth as the nK>m- 
ing, and Iheir health «hall spring forth speedily;. 
iisr the glory of the Lord shall be Sieir rer e w a rd.. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, a&# to 
the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
^mll be, world without ^ad. Amen. 

If there he timt and eatmemeney, let a chapter he read 
out of ^ Sapiential Booh in order, viz. the JPra- 
verhs of Solomon, JScoleaiastee, He Wiadom of Sok- 
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Then shall follow the Creed; to he saidhy all 
together. 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ His only- 
Son our Lord, which was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, bom of the Yirgin Mary, suffered unto 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again 
from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy Catholic 
Church ; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness 
of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Minister. The Lord be with you. 
People, And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
I. eternal and most blessed Saviour Jesus, 
Thou art the bright morning star, and the sun of 
righteousness ; Thou dost enlighten our eyes with 
Thy beauties, and our hearts with Thy comfort and 
with the joys of God; Thou art the fountain of 
health and life, of peace and truth, of rest and holi- 
ness ; Thou givest to them that want, Thou com- 
fortest them that suffer, Thou forgivest them that 
repent, and hearest the prayers of all them that caU 
upon Thee ; we adore Thee and praise Thy glories, 
and rejoice in Thy salvation, and give Thee thanks 
for Thy blessing and defending us this night, from. 
all the evil which we have deserved every day, and 
from all the violences and snares by which the 
enemy of mankind would have hurt us, or de- 
stroyed us, unless he had been restrained by Thy 
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eternal goodness and Thy almighty power. Blessed 
be God. 

II. We acknowledge O God and Father of our 
life, that we are less than the least of all Thy 
mercies, and our iniquity is greater than we can 
bear : our thoughts are vain, our words are foolish 
And useless, injurious and uncharitable, our actions 
criminal and hateful; our devotion cold, our pas- 
sions violent and unreasonable ; our duties im- 
perfect, our repentance little, our holiness none at 
aU. God our Judge, we confess before Thee 
that we neither know Thee as we ought, nor have 
taken care that we might ; we live in the world to 
ourselves, but without just regards of Thee and of 
leligion; we daily receive Thy blessings, and yet 
we provoke Thee every day ; we tremble not at 
Thy judgments though we have deserved them, nor 
fear till the evil day comes upou us ; we are greedy 
of doing evil, but impatient of suffering any : in 
prosperity we forget Thy severity and justice; 
in afflictions we are timorous and amazed, and dare 
not rely upon Thy goodness, nor with confidence 
and love expect the effects of Thy mercies and for- 
giveness. Everything can tempt us to sin, and we 
fall infallibly ; but by all the arts of Thy Spirit and 
the methods of Thy mercy we are not brought to 
obey Thee as we ought : our state is sad, our con- 
dition is sinful, .our hopes are broken, and we often 
forget ourselves, and still neglect and despise our 
own danger. 

in. But, O God our Father, merciful and gracious, 
liave mercy upon us. Be pleased to admit Thy 
servants to a full pardon of all our sins, let us not 
persevere in any one sin, nor pass from one sin to 
another. Smite us not, O God, in Thine anger, 
and let not Thy wrath descend upon our guilty 
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fccftds. Thy mnger, O God, is msmiferalftfe, ^thf 
vengeance is the portion of accursed soi^, ami 
ThovL hvit prepared the ev«i4ai^ting 'fire for the 
4Bte%il tmd iiis angels for ever. O Lord^ Thoa Fa^ier 
trf onr life and love* of sonls, let us never haive oar 
portion in tte bottomless piTt, in the lake that bom- 
efh wi^ fire and brimstone ibr ever : bat let xmt 
portion be ia Ifce trcrtions of repentance, tn tbe ser- 
vice of God, in the aids and comforts xjtTby Spirft, 
in duty and lidliness, in the Kgirt; «f Thy eounten- 
'snee, mxA. in1^ iikeness and in the inheritance «f 
'Our liord Jesns. O God, let not Thine 'aivows 
iinn*te ns, iwor Thy judgments consume us ; keep tis 
from aH expressions of Thy ^rrratti, and kft iw Te- 
joice m Tiry mercies and loving-fcindnesses totever 
and ever. Amen. 

IV. And that 1%y servants may reasoBcably and 
Irambly bope for Tby final mercies and deliveranwee, 
be pleased to 'give us aH tbat 'we need in order 
to the peifformance of our duty, and -work fdl fkat 
in XBB by ^vhicfti we may please Thee, instrtirt; us 
in Thy trul3i, and prepare tSie means tctf salvaftimL 
for us, providing for the necessilaes, and ^complying 
witb the capac^ies of every one ctf us. Tafce froan 
us all blindness of beart fmd carekssnees *of spit^^ 
aU wdigion, and 'wilful ignorance. <Ureate in 'vlb 
fi lov« of boly tbings, and open our hearts that we 
'may perceive, and love, and retain the thmgs of 
<5od -with ^dffigencc, ttnd bimiility, and industry. 
O God our Father, pity our weaknesses and tempta- 
laons, our avocations and unavoidable fiivertise- 
ments, tbe prejudicee imd evil contingencies hap- 
pening in the state of our Eves*: enable us 'witb 
sulfficieiit and active graces to do whatsoever Tbmi. 
Tequirest of us severally. Bequire no more of way 
"One of us than Thou hast or shalt give imto ^a. 
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jMitiier 4b Xktm estati til iSt^; ibr w« aU oMifess 
•Iff weaknessee 'vnd 4e£aofeB, «iir ertsaafle impeHfec- 
itMBW asd iB£X0U6aUe wanderiiigi and 'Ommieiig : 
bat he pleased to ^upe aU •ur vickau iaelMiatioaa ; 
4MLd taLe tsase to Teowve firaoa tts ali thoee jten^^* 
tians, irhicli ^witboeat Tk]f migbtj ig^Eace are not to 
he jntoided, «ikd if tkef ^oeaae Are bf aor nwaksaases 
■ofc ta be^Tereome. £ee^ las, O (ffod« from ^tttery 
and irreligion, from yicious compliances, a^d evil 
leuBtoms, and lert not iibe vevevoice <€ anj man 
eanse na to aiA jigauist Tttoe; keep iw i^r^jht in 
eur iid%if» jnd vosBliifpin^ -of Thee, ajid ^ «a 
4^nnge •«£ the woiid engage ^» n a tffaate K>f life 
J^gftiaiBt our dafy, far Jeans C^iziat His sake ««r 
•dearest Lord and BaYimir. 

Y. Keep na, O <God* bf Thy JHJoly Spirit of paace 
from aU the sins of idleneaas and ii^mperaffaee» irsm 
is^ustiee and Aensu^ty, &am the iust of the flesh 
And the Inst-of £he ej/nsB, foam the prida .of life and 
Tanity of ^init, from fbeii^ •eareless of our «l«ty, or 
Jetbe in our truat, fnom &each of promise at xe> 
proaehinl lafngnnge, r&Goa islaEiideiing or itiBdttoii^g 
any man, fpom i^se aocosation and false vitneas,. 
£sHn iMtioot 4uad fflH^^ ^a^t ns Thy .^race that we 
jnay l>e diligent m eur hnsinesSs juat in oar daasrffeey. 
^anwident •of our itime;, watehf al in our duty^ earoj^il 
i£eiverj word we .igBeak. O make us to he pleaasd 
in ithe offioes of rel%ion, mse^ to those that eaaplay 
ua, 'dntiful to our istiperiors, lorii^ to each other^ 
canseientious m fMiyate^ humhle in public, patient 
ift ladineTBity, reli^oas ^and thankful in prosperity. 

YI. O blessed "God, take eaoe of our souls, and 
«f our bodies : keep ns from shai:^ and tedious ^ek- 
aesaes ; let ns never &il ii^ want or be unprovided 
ioa: in our a^, and fimrsake ns not, O God, when we 
mm gvey--headed ; ^;cant us great measures of Thy 
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Spirit, that we maj abstain from all appearances of 
evil, and from all occasions of it, and that we may take 
care to do whatsoever is honest and of good report, 
that having laid up a treasure of good works against 
the day of Thy visitation, we may rejoice in the 
day of our death, and find mercy at the day of 
judgment, through the goodness of our GFod, and by 
the grace of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

YII. Bless and sanctify, defend and save all 
Christian kings, princes, governors, and states; 
grant that all powers, civil and ecclesiastical, may 
join together in the promoting the honour of Grod 
and the kingdom of the Lord Jesus, and may find 
the blessings of God, and the rewards of the Lord 
Jesus» in this world and in the world to come. 
Give health and comfort, peace and holiness, long 

TT.^ «««• life and increase of grace to the chief- 
Here name . m .^ » n .-i i-i . .«• t i .1 
vhat relation est of this family [his wife and chil- 
you please. dren], grant that their portion may 
be in religion, and the love of God, keep them from 
all evil by the guard of angels, and lead them into 
all good by the conduct of Thy good Spirit. 

VIII. In mercy and great compassion remember 
all them that are miserable and afflicted, persecuted 
or poor, that have lost their estates or lost their 
liberty, their health or their peace, their innocence 
or their hopes ; restore them, O Lord, to all good, 
and to all useful comforts, and let not the enemy of 
mankind invade Thy portion, or destroy any soul 
for whom Thou hast paid the price of Thy most 
precious blood. Hear us, O God, in mercy, and 
bless all our relations, and prosper all our labours, 
and sanctify all our intentions, and forgive us all 
our sins, and relieve all our necessities, and defend ' 
us from all dangers, and especially from our own 
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selves, from our eyil habits, and foolish customs, 
from our weak principles and sad infirmities, from 
our evil concupiscence and vicious inclinations, from 
the power of the devil, and from Thy wrath, and 
bring us in mercy and truth, in holiness and com* 
fort, in labour and certainty, to a fruition of the 
glories of God, in the inheritance of our blessed 
Saviour. Grant this, O God our Father, for the 
merits and by the redemption and intercession of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communication of the Holy Spirit 
of God, be with us, defend and guide, sanctify and 
save U8, and all our relatives, and all the servants 
of Gody this day and for evermore. Amen. 
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A SHORT FORM OF E\^ENIIfG PRAYER 
FOR A FAMILY. 



In the Ifame of our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus. 

Our Fatlier, &c. 

The Htmk. 

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy IS'ame in 
all the earth ! Thou hast set Thy glory above thfi^ 
heavens. 

When I consider the heavens, the work of Thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast 
ordained. — ^What is man that Thou art mindful of 
him, and the son of man that Thou visitest him ? 

For Thou hast made him little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. — ^Thou madest him to have dominion over 
the works of Thy hands, and hast put all things 
under his feet ; all sheep and oxen, yea, and the 
beasts of the field, the fowl of the air, and the 
fishes of the sea. 

Lord, our governor, how excellent is Thy 
I^ame in all the world ! 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament sheweth His handy- work. — Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world. — To the end 
that my glory may sing praise to Thee, and not be 
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silent; Lord, my God, I will give thanks unto% 
Thee for ever. 

Shew me Thy ways, O Lord, teach me Thy 
paths, lead me in Thy truth, and teach me; for- 
Thou art the God of my salvation, on Thee da 
I wait all the day. 

Eemember, Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy 
loving-kindnesses, for they have been ever of old. — 
Eemember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 
gression ; according to Thy mercy remember Thoa 
me for Thy goodness sake, O Lord. 

For Thy Name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine 
iniquity, for it is very great ; O keep my soul and 
deliver me ; let me not be ashamed, for I put my 
trust in Thee. 

That which I see not, teach Thou me; I have 
done iniquity, but I will do no more. — ^For there i» 
no darkness nor shadow of death where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themselves. 

For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He 
seeth all his goings ; but none saith, Where is God 
my Maker, who giveth songs in the night. — ^But I 
put my trust in Thee, O Lord; I have said, Thou 
art my Q^d. 

Into Thy hand I commend my spirit ; Thou hast 
redeemed me, Lord God of truth. — I will lay me 
down in peace, for Thou, Lord, only makest me 
dwell in safety. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, &c. 

Or this. 

Preserve me, God, for in Thee do I put my 
trust. — O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, 
Thou art my Lord, my goodness extendeth not to 
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Thee; bat to the saints which are in the earth, and 
to the excellent in whom is all my deh^it. 

The Lord ms the porlioa of mine inheritaoaee and 
of my cup ; Thou maintaincst my lot. — ^I will bless 
the Jjord, wha hath giyen me counsel; my reias 
also instruct me in the night-seasons. 

I hare set the Lord always before me ; because 
He is at my r%ht hand, I shall not be moved. — 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoieeth ; 
my flesh ako shall rest in hope. 

For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, nei&er 
wih Thov suffer Thy Holy One to see oorraption. 
**^Thoii wilt shew me the path of life ; in Thy pne* 
aence is the fulness of joy ; at Thy right hand these 
are pleasures for evermore. 

As the hart panteth after the water*brooks^ so 
panteth my soul alter Thee, God. — ^My soul 
ihirsteth lor God, for the living God ; when shall I 
eome and appear in the presence c^ God ? 

The Lord will command His loving-kindness in 
the day-4ime, and in the night His song i^all be 
witii me ; I will make my prayer rn^to t£e Gt>d oi 
my life. — For Thou art the God that doest woasders ; 
Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who is so 
great a god as oar Gk>d ^ 

Surely He shall deliver thee from the s&are of 
the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. Thon 
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor for 
the arrow that flieth fcy day. — For He shall give 
His angels charge over thee to keep thee in all 
thy ways ; they shall bear thee in their hands lest 
thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

I will remember Thee upon my bed, and medi- 
tate on Thee in the night-watch. — For Thou hast 
been my health, therefore in the shadow of Thy 
wings will I rejoice. 
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Blessed be tbe Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with benefits, eve^i the God of our salvation. He 
that is our God is the God of salvation, and unto 
God the Lord belong the issues of death. — Also 
unto Thee, Lord, belongeth mercy, for Thou ren- 
derest to every man according to Jus work. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 

The Lesson, 

1 Thess. V. 2. 

Yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord 80 Cometh as a thief in the night. For when 
they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden de- 
struction Cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child ; and they shall not escape. But 
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
^ould overtake you as a thief. Ye all are children 
<3f the light and children of the day : we are not of 
the night or of darkness. Therefore let us not 
sleep, as do others ; but let us watch and be sober. 
For they thttt sleep, sleep in the night, and they 
-diat be drunken are drunken in the night : but let 
us who are of the day be sober, putting on the 
Ijreast-plate of faith and love, and for an helmet the 
hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed 
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; who died for us, that whether we 
wake or sleep, we i^ould live together with Him. 

Or read a <^MfUr in the Sciential Booh in order ^ 

After the Lesson recite the Creed. 
I beliovB in God the Father Almighty, &c 
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The Lord be with you. 
Am, And with thy spirit. 

LetuBjpray. 

L The Confession of Sins, taken out of the Prayer 
of St, JEphratm the Syrian. 

O Almighty God, who dwellest in the inaccessi- 
ble light, before whom the greatest mountains are 
like the dust of the balance, and in whose sight the 
heavens are not pure, and the angels tremble, and 
the saints are charged with folly, and all the worid 
shall fear in Thy glorious presence ; we confess to 
Thee, Lord, Father of heaven and earth, all those 
sins which we have wrought in private and in 
public; for Thou knowest all things, and nothing 
is hid from Thy righteous eyes. Thou art the God 
of mercy and pity, and Thou wouldest have all, 
even strangers, to be saved ; we fly therefore unto 
Thee, who art the lover and Saviour of all the souls 
of the faithful. Have pity upon us, who have 
many times imbittered and grieved Thy most Holy 
Spirit, to the joy of our enemies, and the sad ruin 
of our pitiable and wounded souls. Behold, O 
God, we have been dead in sins and trespasses, 
and servants to Thy enemy. There is no kind of 
sins but we have committed, or would have com- 
mitted; if it were pleasant, we cared not for the 
foulness, but if we were tempted we did fall; 
and where we did fall, there we did love to 
lie ; we have sinned worse than the adulteress or 
the thief, more than the publican or the prodigal, 
oftener than David or Manasses : we have sinned 
against greater mercies, a more determined con- 
acience, a better law, a clearer revelation, more 
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terrible threatenings, and better, much better pro- 
mises. 

II. We know, God, and tremble at the sad 
remembrance, that all our sins shall be placed be- 
fore our faces at the day of Thy dreadM appear- 
ance ; O look upon us with a mighty pity, let not 
the angel of wrath snatch our precious souls from 
Thy beatific presence ; take not the sweet refresh- 
ments of Thy Spirit from us one hour. dearest 
Lord, Thou lover of souls, take not our lives from us 
while our souls are imprepared and unready, un- 
excused and unpardoned; for Thou knowest the 
abyss of our sins, and Thou knowest what is that 
abyss of flames and anger which is prepared for 
foolish and unwary souls. 

III. Most blessed Saviour Jesus, Thou gavest Thy 
life to redeem us from death; and Thou art the 
judge of those actions for which Thou wert a sacri- 
fice; and to give sentence upon those men for 
whom Thou art an advocate and makest perpetual 
intercession : O suffer us not to fall imder Thine 
eternal anger; destroy the whole body of sin in 
us ; bring our understandings into the obedience of 
Qod, our affections imder the dominion of reason, 
our reason into a perfect subordination to Thy 
Holy Spirit ; that we may love Thee and fear Thee, 
and by repentance and charity may enter into Thy 
favour, and dwell there by a holy perseverance all 
our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Prayers. 

IV. Do Thou open our eyes, that we may see 
our own vilenesses, and forsake them, and our 
foolish errors, that we may amend them, and all 
our infirmities, that we may watch against them^ 
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nd aB onr dnfy , tiuEt we may pamm it iBaaie«% 
and passionately, prudently and entirely, pres^it^ 
asd lor even C^we v» to Tetusn te mv ^^Uty ivdth 
greailer Sermir und ^votion tbin ew&c we hwo 
«ianed nijMnit Thee witii pleasioe a&d ideAighjt, and 
aBifveliave diriwannred Thee by ^mir vaworthiBttHV 
m grant that we may ^ovify Thee toi itimeB monft, 
^we o| tti >g b i t te r l y for oar sins, wasbehisg ^iaB«t tkem 
Itrietly, liatu^ ikem infinitely, and Ibraaiking tbeai 
tttterj^. O ^rant that we may every day reneiir 
«anr repeotencea imd tows >«£ « better lufe, and msko 
«8 to ^ eveiy day what we pvDHBisey and mk^ 
Is <oiir daty; ao inqrintiBg a holy reli^on and a 
aerere repentance in our «piritB, that we may ooa- 
less our sins with a real and hamUe sanww, and 
heg ifer pardon, beoause we desire k, aad a& for 
lliy lielp, beoause we wiU make use (of il^ aad 
unatber our sina, because we wiil leave likem; not 
nesting in forms of godliness, but living in the 
power «f it, in loire and daty, ia holiness Mod ^edly 
ehoioe, through Jesus Ohrist onr Lord. 

Y« Most graciMs Ood and Father, in^nxKt m 
aar hearts great a^rdbensions of Thy power and 
Thy gloiiea, of Thj judgment and Thy jmermes;; ^of 
our sins and <£ oar change approaehing, of ofur 
fbgstive life and ithe ^y of our death, of omr duty 
and ear danger, and ^ iaextpKessible tensors a£ 
ihe day nf |adgment ; and in pnop^miooi to sudii 
apprehensions teadi ns, Qad, to walk in this 
world with fear and caution, with hope and purity, 
with diligence and devotion, religiously and use- 
fully, himibly and charitably, with love and obedi- 
ence to Thee, with love and justioe to our neigh- 
boors, with sober apirits and ^idiaste bodies, walh 
%empemnoe and peace, witii fEoth and patieaone, 
with healltii aad boliness, in the &vour of God 
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«itd the firkxLclliihesd of our nei^bom, in tbe 
commumion of tbe (^mreh, and in obedience to aU 
good laws; thftt w«, bein^ blessed bj Iky pro- 
Tidence, defended by Thy ministerii^ aiigel% con- 
ducted by Thy good Sj^rit^ instiucted by Thy 
Wordy nourished by the bo^ of Christ, cleansed 
t^ His bloody and elothed wil^ Hk rigkteoumessy 
Biay girow from gmee to grace in the increase ik 
God to the fuhiess of Christ, being subjects of Thy 
kingdom of grace in this wodd, and heirs of the 
kingdom of gloiy in the woarld to* come, tkrooghi 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

YI. Give us pardon, O Thon Grod of mercy and 
peace, for all the errors and follies, the ignonmees- 
and omissions, the rash words and imprudent ac- 
tions of which any of us hath been guilty this day, 
or at any time before. We confess our sins every 
day, and yet every day sin against Thee; and we 
pray imto Thee for all the blessings that we need, 
and Thou givest us all that we pray for and much 
more ; but yet we regard Thee not, but every day 
have new matter of shame and sorrow. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

For if Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what 
is done amiss, we shall not be able to abide or 
stand upright in judgment: Thy mercy is great, 
and Thou hast blessed us this day, and kept us 
from the evils of our inclination, and the evils of 
temptation : and though in the things wherein our 
consciences do not accuse us we are not justified 
but by Thy mercies and loving-kindness in Christ 
Jesus, yet we rejoice in Thy goodness to us, and 
praise Thy bounties and Thy love, and hope in 
Thy mercies, and beg of Thee that Thou wilt 
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pardon us and keep us this night and ever ; sanctify 
and sare us, bless us at home and abroad, in the 
works of our calling and the duties of religion, in 
our persons and relations; make us to do what 
pleaseth Thee, and to be what Thou hast designed 
us to be, and to receive what Thou hast promised, 
and to keep us from aU the evil we have deserved, 
for Jesus Christ His sake, our dearest Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communication of the Holy Spirit 
of God, be with us, and with all our relatives, and 
with all the servants of God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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VARIETIES TO BE ADDED UPON 

THE GREAT FESTIVALS OF THE YEAR. 



Upon Christmaa-day, 

The Psalms appointed at — 

Morning Prayer, Ps. ii., xlv., ex. 
Evening Prayer, Ps. lauutvii., Ixzxix. 

The Hymn for Chrutmas-day, to he said after the 
Second Lesson at Morning and Evening Prayer, 

Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Sion; and 
unto Thee shall the vow be performed. — O Thou 
that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come. 

Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto Thee, that he may dwell 
in Thy courts ; he shall be satisfied with the good- 
ness of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple. 

£y terrible things in righteousness wilt Thoa 
answer us, God of our salvation, who art the 
confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon the sea. — Come and hear, all 
ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath 
done for my soul. 

The people that walked in darkness hath seen 
a great light; and they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
Bhined. — that men would therefore praise the 
liord for His goodness, and declare the wonders 
that He hath done for the children of men ! 
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He tumeth the wilderness into a standing water, 
and dry ground into water-springs. — He maketh 
the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful 
mother of ehildxen. 

For unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is 
given, and the government diall be upon His 
shoulders. — His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end. — ^He shall Mi upom tjbe <^ne 
o£ David to order His kingdom, tmd to establish it 
with judgment. cmd justice for ever aod ever. 

that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
His goodnees, and dedare Um wonders that He 
bath done for the children of meai 

Minister, Glory be to God on high. 

Answer, And on earth peace, good- will towards 
fnen. 

Umister, Amen. 

Amwer. Amen. 

Tkm proceed to the Nioene Critei, 

'The Celleet to he inserted after the first Collect of the 
Morning and Evening Prayer; and may he said 
during the iwehe days, 

Almighly God, who hwt $0 bved the wcffld, that 
for our redemption from sin and misery Tlum 
gav^st Thy Son, that He taking upon Him our 
nature, anjd h^m% born of a virgin, might perform 
to Thee tju9 obedience whieh mankind owed, and 
pay tin? piice m. which we were indebted, and 
jteaQh us what Thou would&at have us to do, and 
►convey to us all tJw good which Thou didet design 
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far ii»; oveaisliadow^ in wit^ Thy TL<^ Spich <£ 
^ace^ tiiat. we ma]r eonceire. Cbrist in our beasts 
hj fioAh^relj^ vpan Him m a holy hope, and expareas 
Ifiin in su cxcrlknt ehariiiy ;. that a& He vaa pkasotl 
te take npm Him our nature, so we may he barm 
«gfda and be partakers €£ the Divme natsre^ tiiat 
G^ocmki^ toi Hie ionge^ fbUoivring Hi» examplev 
amd beio^ fillsd w^ His Spivit, we may grow 
in the knowledge and love* ef God^ and H^e iiOL 
righteousness ; that being Thy sons by a holy adop- 
tion, we may partake of the inheritance of Thy 
well-beloved Son, the First-bpm of all the crea- 
tures, our Lord and S^aviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Upon Good Friday, 

Instead of the Pfealms of Uie day, read* at — 
Morning Pmyer, Ps. xxii., xxv., li. 
Even. Prayer, Ps, Ixxzi*^ Ixxxv., Ixxxvi.^ bcpcviiL 
oc any thj:ee of them« 

The CoItecU 

O BiDBt blessed* most graeioita^ Savi^mr Jesus^ 
wIk) by Thy obe<^a^ isnto. di^th^ evea the. deatkk 
of the cross, didst become the sacrifice of the world, 
tiuat great. exa«^e o< patience, tbe Lord of life, the 
Good Sicj^rd laying dowa Thy life for Thy sheep, 
and the Mediator between, (^od and mau ; \^ Thy 
wiiuiids likeal^. Thy blood oleanae. Thy d^ath maka 
x» t)Or UYe> and Thy Spktt mak^ ua^ to work nghte>< 
ousness all our days ; that we may by Thy aid a^fll 
h^ Thy example oiwy aiur heayenjy Forf^hw with all 
oxx powers 9od all owr faculties, widsi our ?«aaoq 
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bodies, with our time and with our estate, in 
prosperity and adversity; that we may bear our 
cross patiently, and do Thy work cheerfully, and be 
ready to benefit mankind with great charity and 
great industry, that being followers of Thy life, 
and partakers of Thy death, we may receive a part 
in the resurrection of the just to the joys of God 
in Thy inheritance, most blessed, most graqous 
Saviour Jesus. Amen. 



For Easter-day. 

The Psalms appointed for— - 

Morning Prayer, Ps. xxx., xlv., xlvii. 
Evening Prayer, Ps. Ivii., Ixvi., Ixxii. 

The Hymn to he said after the Second Lesson at 
Morning and Evening Frayer. 

In Thee, Lord, I have put my trust, let me 
never be put to confusion, but rid me and deliver 
me in Thy righteousness; incline Thine ear unto 
me and save me. — Be Thou my stronghold where- 
unto I may alway resort; Thou hast promised to 
help me, for Thou art my house of defence, and my 
castle. 

For Thou, Lord God, art the thing that I long 
for; Thou art my hope even from my youth. — 
Through Thee have I been holden up ever since I 
was bom; Thou art He that took me out of my 
mother's womb; my praises shall be always of 
Thee. 

O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, that 
I may sing of Thy glory and honour all the day 
long.— Thy righteousness, God, is very high, and 
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gi-eat tbings are they which Thou hast done; 
O God, who is like unto Thee ? 

O what great troubles and adversities hast Thou 
shewed me; and yet didst Thou turn and refresh 
me, yea, and brougbtest me from the deep of the 
earth again. Thou hast brought to me great 
honour, and comforted me on every side. 

Therefore will I praise Thee and Thy faithful- 
ness, God, playing upon an instrument of music ; 
unto Thee will I sing upon the harp, O Thou Holy 
Oae of Israel. — ^My lips will be fain when I sing 
unto Thee, and so will my soul whom Thou hast 
delivered. 

Blessed be the Lord God, even the God of Israel, 
which only doth wondrous things. — And blessed be 
the name of His majesty for ever, and all the earth 
shall be filled with His majesty. Amen. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 

The Collect. 

most holy, most glorious Saviour and Eedeemer 
Jesu, who for our sakes didst descend from the 
glories of God to the pains and labours of the earth, 
and didst pass from a painful life to an ignominious 
death, from the bitterness of death to the darkness 
of the grave, and by Thy divine power didst raise 
Thyself from death to life again ; we give Thee 
thanks for Thy infinite love to us and all mankind ; 
we acknowledge Thee to be our Lord and confess 
Thee to be our God, we adore Thy majesty, and 
rejoice in Thy mercies ; we humbly pray Thee to 
enable us with Thy Spirit, to believe all Thy doc- 
trines and to obey all Thy commandments, that 
after a holy and religious life spent in doing honour 
I 
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to Thy holy Name, we may be partakefii of Hiy 
holy resurrection, passiiig from death to life, from 
•the darknesses of the grave to the Hght of hearen, 
from an imperfect duty to the perfecdboa of holi- 
ness, in the fruition of the joys of God in Thy 
eternal kingdom, O most holy, moat gionous 8a?i- 
our and Eedeemer Jesu. Amen* 



Instead of the Psalms of ttie day, read at — 
Morning Prayer, Ps. xv., xxi., xxir. 
Evening Prayer, Ps. xeii., xcri., xcvu 

The CoO&et. 

O blessed High-priest, holy Jesus, King of the 
world and Head of the CJhurch, who, when Thou 
hadst taken upon Thee our nature and our sin, and 
appeased Thy Father's wrath, and performed all 
His will, and overcome death, and rescued all 
ohediebt ;souls from tiie haad of idie enemy, didst 
asoend to Thy eternal iFather, and op^i tb^ king* 
dom of hea?:ea to aU believers; Thou Jbaat espoMsed 
Thy Chureh uato Thyself with tiie tttecnal cireks 
of Thy pnotrid^oe, with Thy Jove Aod with Thy 
^are, wiA Thy W«rd and with Thy S|^t, Thy 
promises and Tby boljr intercessioa ; Thou hadsit 
a leelii^ d, oar iafirmitifis, And art our mereifol 
High-prie#tb making inilteiy^ession lior 4is ibr )ever^ 
O he pktased to represent and iupply ^1 our waat^ 
excuse aU «oui* iji&rmities, piiy 4^1 our cfl3amitifPtfl» 
pardon our sins, a/od send down Thy Bkdy Spuit i^ 
grace into iHir hearts, ihtX though we walk upom 
the eaifth, yet our 0€aive]f6a4iic» may be ^ ftieaveiit 
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and there also may be our portion and inheritance 
for ever, through Thy mercies, O most gracious 
fiayiour and Eedeemer Jesus. Amen. 



For Whit-Sunday. 
Psalms for Morning Prayer, Ps. Ixxxvii., Ixxxix. 
„ „ Evening Prayer, Ps. ii., xlv., ex. 

The Hymn to he said after the Second Lesson at 
Morning and Evening Frayer, 

Sing aloud unto God our strength, make a joyful 
noise unto the God of Jacob. — I will remember the 
•works of the Lord ; surely I will remember Thy 
wonders of old, I will meditate of all Thy works, 
and talk of Thy doings. 

Thy way, God, is in the sanctuary ; who is so 
great a God as our God ? Thou art the God that 
doest wonders; Thou hast declared Thy strength 
among the people. — Vow, and pay, unto the Lord, 
jour God ; let all that be round about Him bring 
presents unto Him that ought to be feared. 

He shall cut off the spirit of princes. He is terri- 
ble to the kings of the earth. — Sav unto God, How 
terrible art Thou in Thy works ! through the great- 
ness of Thy power shall Thine enemies submit 
themselves unto Thee. 

Sion heard and was glad, and the daughters of 
Judah rejoiced, because of Thy judgments, O Lord. 
— Por Thou, Lord, art high abo/e all the earth, 
Thou art exalted far above all gods. 

Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
the upright in heart.— ^-Rejoice in the Lord ye 
righteous, and give thanks at the remembrance of 
His holiness. 
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The Lord hath made known His salvation, His 
righteousness hath He openly shewed in the sight 
of the heathen. — He hath remembered His mercy 
and truth toward the house of Israel, all the ends 
of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lord glory and strength. — ^For He 
Cometh, for He cometh to judge the earth, He shall 
judge the world with righteousness, and the people 
with His truth. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 

The Collect. . 

O eternal God, the great Father of spirits, the 
great Lover of souls, who didst send Thy Holy Spirit 
upon Thy Church in the day of Pentecost, and 
hast promised that He shall abide with Thy Church 
for ever, let Thy Holy Spirit lead us into all truth, 
defend us from all sin, enrich us with His gifts, 
refresh us with His comforts, rule in our hearts for 
ever, conduct us with His truth, and lead us in the 
way everlasting, that we living by Thy Spirit, and 
walking in Him, may by Him be sealed up to the 
day of our redemption. let Thy Spirit witness 
to our spirits that we are the children of God, and 
make us to be so for ever, through Jesus our Lord ; 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity 
of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

Ujpon Trinity Sunday, 

O blessed, ineffable and most mysterious Trinity, 
how admirable are Thy beauties, how incomparable 
are Thy perfections, how incomprehensible are 
those relations of the three most blessed Persons, 
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wbicli we believe and admire and adore, but under- 
stand not! The angels are amazed in the un- 
imaginable beauties of that glorious Presence, and 
are swallowed up with the ocean of Thy infinity. 
How then can we, who are in the lowest order of 
understanding creatures, and have removed our« 
selves further from Thee and the participation of 
Thy excellencies by a sinful life, praise Thee either 
according to our duty, or Thy glories ! Yet be 
pleased to accept the humblest adorations, and with 
a favourable and a gracious eye behold the lowest 
worshippings and duty of Thy servants. We con- 
fess and glory in Thy omnipotency, Thy immensity. 
Thy goodness, Thy uncircumscribed nature. Thy 
truth, Thy mercy, Thy omniscience. O let us also 
receive Thy blessings and gracious influences, that 
we may adore Thee with all our powers and possi- 
bilities for ever, love Thee with all our affections 
for ever, serve with our best and earliest, and all 
our industry:* that being here wholly inebriated 
with love, and busied in Thy service and the duties 
of a holy obedience, we may to all eternity rejoice 
in the beholding of those glories which are above 
all capacities, above all heavens, above all angels, 
even those glories which stream forth from the 
throne of the eternal God, the Eather, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, to whom be glory and dominion, 
honour and adoration, eternally confessed due, and 
humbly paid, by all men and dil angels, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

A Collect to he used upon any of the Festivals or 
Commemoration of the Apostles. 

Almighty God, who hast built Thy holy Church 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophet" 
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Jesus Christ Himself being tbe chief comer-stone, 
we bless and magnify Thy Name, Thy holy and 
ever glorious Name, for l?hy great graces which 
Thou garest to Thy Apostles, and Prophets, and 
Martyrs, in the days of their flesh ; and this day 
we have Thy servant (St. Paul, St Peter, St. James, 
&c., here name the Apostle^ Sec.) in remembrance; 
praising Thee for the benents which the Church 
hath received by his ministry and example ; we 
pray unto Thee to give us Thy grace, that we 
fobeying Thy doctrine which he taught and pub- 
lished, and] following his example as he followed 
Christ, we also may with stfety and holiness pass 
though this valley of tears ; that serving Thee in 
our generation, advancing Thy honour, and obeying 
Thy laws, we may in the society and communion of 
saints and angdb sing eternal halleluiahs to the 
honour of Thy mercy and of Thy mi^esty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Frayer ta he emd if a Nino-Married Wife enfermtf 
inU a Family. 

L O BiESNAL Grod, tb^ Eather of wiidom umi 
mercy, Thou hast been my guide and mj defence 
all my days. Thou didst take me from my mother's, 
womb^ and didst conduct me through the yanetka 
of m^ life with much mercy, and the issues of 
a loving and wise proTrd^aee. I bless Thy Name^ 
O Lordy for all Thy dispensatiooa ; Thou ^st don« 
all thingpk with infinite goodness and infinite* wis- 
dom^ Thott hast kept m* from the efiBeets ol Thy 
wratby and tlie evils of soy own infirmities ; Thou 
d^dst defend me from evila by the g;iiard of angekv 
aad didst kad me inta good by the conduct of Thy 
Holy Bpiril : Tho« hast always heard my prayer^ 
ever being naore ready to bles» me liian I to ask it : 
Thou hast said unto me, I will never leave thee nor 
fioaake thee; be tiieref<»e graciously pleased U> 
Lear the prayer ol Thy handmaid, that I may have 
tlie aid» of an. exceUoit providence and a mi^ty 
grace U> do my duty ia all my rdatiosks, in aU 
varieties and changes of the world, until my great 
diange shall come. 

II. Give Thy blessing to Thy servant my dear 
h usband, give him a long Gfe and a coidixmed 
health; encircle him with blessings^ adorn him with 
Thy grace, nourish him with content, refresh him 
with a perpetual succession of comforts, let the 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



202 FHATEfiS FOB YABIOUS OCCASIONB. 

light of Thj countenance be upon bim in all bis 
actions and the accidents of bis life, and grant tbat 
be may still more and more increase in the love 
and fear of Tby boly Name, tbat despising tbe 
things of tbis world, be may hunger and thirst 
after tbe things of God and of religion, and may 
bave bis portion in tbe gathering togetber of tbe 
saints in the kingdom of grace and glory. 

III. Bless me, even me, O my Father, and grant 
tbat I may in all things do my duty to Thee my 
God : give me a perfect command over all my pas- 
sions and affections, tbat they being subject to my 
will, and my will guided by reason, and my reason 
bv religion, I may never suffer any undecency or 
violent transport, but may pass through all the 
accidents of my life with meekness and a sober 
spirit, with patience and charity, with prudence 
and holiness. be pleased to give Thy servant 
a right judgment in dl things, tbat I may not be 
amazed at trifles, nor discomposed by every con- 
trariety of accidents, nor passionate for tbe things 
of tbe world, nor discontent if Thou sbouldest smite 
me : but tbat I may with an even and a quiet spirit 
do my duty, and comply with every variety of Tby 
providence, and obey my husband, and be amiable 
in bis eyes, and useful and careful for bis children : 
ever desiring to approve myself to Thee in a boly 
and bearty obedience, in piety and devotion, in 
patience and humility, in chastity and purity, in all 
holiness of conversation : and do Thou give Thy 
boly and blessed Spirit to guide and teach me all 
my days, that I may overcome all my inflrmities, 
and comply with and bear the infirmities of others, 
and charitably pardon their errors, and fairly ex- 
pound their actions, and wisely perceive their in- 
tentions, and with a Christian ingenuity deport 
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myself in all things, giving offence to none, but 
doing good to all I can ; that I may receive pardon, 
from Thee for all my sins, and a pity for all my 
infirmities, and Thy blessing upon all my actions,, 
and a sanctification of all my intentions, and wheoi 
my life is done I may have the peace of God, and 
the testimony of a holy conscience to accompany 
me to my grave, and to consign me to a holy and 
a blessed resurrection, to partake of the inheritance 
i?hich Thou hast provided for Thy saints and ser- 
vants. Grant this for Jesus Christ His sake, our 
dearest Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

A Mother* B Prayer for her Children. 

I. Most gracious and eternal God, Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Father of men and angels, Father 
of mercies, and God of all comforts ; Thou hast 
promised to be a Father to a thousand generations- 
of them that Igve and fear Thee ; be Thou a God 
and a Father to me, and the children which Thoa 
hast given me. Enable me, O Lord, to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and 
in the fear of God, to the praise of Thy holy Name. 
O give me Thy grace and favour, that I may in* 
struct them with diligence and meekness, govern 
them with prudence and holiness, provide for them 
useful employments and competent provisions of 
lifb anA comfort, leading them in the paths of 
religion and justice, by example and precepts of 
holiness; never provoking them to wrath, never 
indulging them in their follies, never conniving at 
an unworthy action : and that all my children may 
be Thine, O preserve them in Thy favour, or take 
them away from hence while they are. If Thou 
fdeasest, let them live to a full age, but secure ta 
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^em a fall mearare of piety and hoHuess^ ihtin^li 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

n. To this end give them grace to obey their 
parents, that doing the duty, they may reeeire t^ 
promise : presenre them from sin and shame, from 
youthful foUies, and youthful crimes. Sanctify them 
throughout in their bodies, and souls, and i^irits ; 
that their thoughts may be pure and holy, not dk* 
pleasing or misbecoming the eye of Him who is Hke 
Searchor of hearts : let their words be true, prudent 
and ingenuous, seasoned with grace, and apt to 
minister grace imto the hearers ; let aU theiT actidis 
in their whole life be such as become the servants 
of Jesus, holy and useful, that they may not be 
burdens to the public, or to their family; but 
pleasing Thee, and doing good to others, tiiey may 
increase in the lore of God, and in favour with men, 
and may have the portion of the meek and humble 
in this world, and of the pure and merciful in the 
world to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Widow's Prayer » 

I. O eternal God, most gracious Lord and mj 
most merciftil Father, Hiou art my reftige and 
my hope, my sanctuary and my rock, my gaardian 
and protector all my days. I have ofiisnded Thee 
and Thou hast smitten me, I have deservvd vvf 
mudi evil, and Thou haat conected me uMi die 
gen^ visitation of a fii^iar's rod: and tliou^ Tkf 
band is heavy and Thy rod ptcgsetk me sere \^ 
reason of my own weakness and isifirmitses, jit 
when I considier Impw little I 43uflbr in respect mi 
what I have deserved, I cannot but admre Thef 
goodness, and delight in Thy mercies, and run te 
kelp and oomfot, support and conduct, to that 
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himd trliioh smites me. O my God, give me pa- 
tience raider Thy aflBicting hand; for my impa- 
tience I fear hath provoked Thee to anger, and 
kath doubled my own calamity ; and since my duty 
is my pn^r cure, and will make Thy hand easy 
«nd Thy anger little ; give Thy servant a quiet and 
e resigned, a himible and a meek spirit, that I may 
not b^me my own tormentor, and my sin may not 
be my own punishment. 

II. O my gracious Lord, do to me what eeemeih 
good in Thy own eyes ; I am like clay in the hands 
of the pott^, and what am I that I should repine 
fi^^inst the acts of Thy providence and dispensa- 
tion? Behold, O God, Thy handmaid is but a 
worm before Thee; shall dust and ashes repine 
•gainst God? Thou art just and righteous in all 
Thy ways, and though Thou hast afflicted me sore, 
yet blessed be Thy holy l^ame, I have not lost my 
iiope, and I can yet pray, and I will trust in Thee 
though I die ; only be Thou pleased to let this Thy 
heavy hand e£Sorm in me the effects of grace, and 
conform me to the likeness of the holy Jesus my 
dearest Saviour f that I may so bear the eross that 
I may never displease Him, nor dishonour the ex- 
eeUent name of a Christian by which I am called. 

IIL I am, O my God, by the means of Thy 
heavy hand not only under the discipline of a child,^ 
kit have also obtained a new title to Thy especial 
IBOvidence and protection ; for Thou art the patron 
ef the poor, the helper of the friendless, the ^ther 
<tf the fatherless, and the defender of the widows; 
and if these be the e&QcU of Thy anger, and that 
vlien Thou smitest us Thy very s^*okes are healings 
and Thy displeasure is medicinal, what shall Thy 
aeorvant expect vnll be the effect of Thy pardon and 
loving-kindness P But yet, O my Lord,, help me ir 
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my duty, and though I have failed in all my rela- 
tions hitherto by my impatience and murmur, by 
my careless comportment and undutiful behaviour 
towards Thee ; yet now let my sad state of widow- 
hood be a state of holiness and repentance, of devo- 
tion and a severe religion. Let me recollect my 
years in bitterness, and my soul in sorrow for my 
fiins ; let me have no affections for the things of this 
world ; but let my hope and all my joy, my desires 
and my conversation be in heaven, and all my em- 
ployment and care be how I may enjoy Thee in 
holy and spiritual unions and adherences. 

lY. O Lord, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps : I have often resolved to live innocently, 
and I have often broken all my holy purposes ; and 
I cannot of myself think one good thought as of 
myself, but my sufficiency is of Thee ; Thou art my 
strength : O preserve Thy servant in my single 
Btate of widowhood, that I may never have any 
thought of change till the day of my great change 
fihall come : be Thou, God, a covering of the eyes 
unto Thy handmaid ; let ine have no loves but 
Thine, no affections but for Thy service ; and since 
Thou hast broken in pieces that holy band of con- 
jugal society which Thy holy ordinance did tie be- 
tween my dear [lord and] husband and Thy hand- 
maid, give me Thy grace dearly to preserve his 
memory, to retain tiie impresses and rememlwances 
of that affection, and to entertain no new ones ; 
but wholly employ my time, my estate, and all 
my powers in [bringing up my children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, in making^ 
fair and fitting provisions for them, in giving them 
good example] in bearing the burden of the Lord 
sweetly, in prayers and fastings, in alms and piety. 
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ia vnuHag and aedxtekiiig^ ia qpirkuftl and 

mental eomnouiions, that when, the work of mj lif^ 
it done, I sftaj find paurdon. and favour and aeeep(>» 
attoe at the hani^ of dlj Lord|. and apostioa among: 
Xkj aamls aad servants. 

J^tKere Ze Children afhotM Sexes^ ht tliefilhwtng 
portion Be added, 

V. O my €k)d, now Thy servant ka<& taketr ttpoik 
me Id speak to my Lord, let net my Lord be ffiagry, 
nor rgect the prayer of His servant, inlerceding: 
and praying^ for my <^3dren, the pkdges of aqp 
dear [lord and} bnsbandr preserve them, O 0odL 
in the strietest duty and services te TbyseJf r O be? 
Thou ttkeir Gtod and Father, let Thy providence be- 
tbeir portion, Thy service their empioyment, Thy 
angels thehr guards ,- keep them so by Tkj prevent- 
ing and Thy restraining grace that tliey may no^ 
by titeir own sins provoke Thee te anger and 
jeidoasy, and let not the sins of their fevelbdiers be 
-visited upon them in Thy anger and diie^ileasnre ^ 
Thxm lovest to shew mercy, and Thou de^btest m 
ike affectiona of Thy lovii^'-kittdnees', and Thou art 
^spleased when our vilenesses constrmn Tbee te 
ponr down ^ty j ndgm e nt s on us. O be pleased te 
g;rant that tbey,, living in Iw^y obedience to Tbee» 
may feel a perpetual stream of mercy refire^iing 
and supporting them, and let them not bear an- 
other's burden, for Thoix ait just and mereifol, 
righteous and true, and hast sentenced every one 
to bear tbeir own iaiqittty. 

VI. Great God of mercy, heal all the breaches of 
^is fiimiiy, preserve and increase the remaining 
comforts and advantages of it, support the estate; 
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renew Th^ favour to it, and perpetually pour down 
Thy blessings upon it ; for the light of Thy coun- 
tenance and Thy gracious influence doth preserve 
and bless, support and nourish, honour and ad- 
vance, persons, families^ and kingdoms. Bless my 
eldest son; give him an obedient and a loving 
spirit, a provident and a wise heart, a worthy and 
a pious comportment, a blessed [and an honourable! 
posterity: to my younger sons give health and 
holiness, wisdom and fair fortunes, the love of GU>d 
and good men: to my daughters give Thy per- 
petual grace and favour, that they may live in 
honour and a severe chastity, free from sin and 
shame, from temptation and a snare, and let their 
portion be in the blessing, in the love and service 
of God. Let them live in the favour of God and 
man, useful to others, an honour to their family, 
a comfort to all their relatives and friends, and 
servants to Thy divine majesty. 

YII. Preserve me Thy servant from all evil, lead 
me into all good ; change my sorrows into comforts, 
my infirmity into spiritual strength; take all in- 
iquity from me, and let Thy servant never depart 
horn Thee. I am Thine, O save me ; I am Thine, 
sanctify me and preserve me for ever ; that neither 
life nor death, health nor sickness, prosperity nor 
adversity, weakness within nor cross accidents with- 
out, may ever separate me from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen, blessed Jesus, Amen. 

TJie Fray &r for the Church [in Tme of Persecidion], - 

I. O eternal God, Thou Preserver of men, and 
the. great Lover of souls, have pity and compassion^ 
upon Thine afflicted handmaid, the Church of [Eng-' 
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land.^ Thou bast humbled us for our pride, and 
cbastised us for our want of discipline ; forgive 
us all our sins, by which Thou hast been provoked 
to anger and to jealousy, to despise our sorrows, 
and to arm Thyself against us. 

II. Blessed God, smite us not with a final and 
exterminating judgment; call not the watchmen 
off from their guards, nor the angels from their 
charges ; let us not die by a famine of Thy Word 
and Sacraments : if Thou smitest us with the rod of 
a man, Thou canst sanctify every stroke unto us, 
and canst bring good out of the evil, and delightest 
to do so; but nothing can bring us recompense if 
Thou hatest us, and sufferest the sotds of Thy 
people to perish. 

III. Unite our hearts and tongues, take away the 
spirit of error and division from amongst us, and 
so order all the accidents of Thy providence, that 
religion may increase, and our devotion may be 
great and poptdar, and truth may be encouraged 
and promoted, and Thy Name glorified, and Thy 
servants comforted and instructed ; that Thy Holy 
Spirit may rule, and all interests may stoop and 
obey, pubUsh and advance the honom* of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

For the Superior Clergy, 

most blessed Saviour Jesus, King of heaven 
and earth, the Head and Prince of tiie Catholic 
Church, who hast appointed Thy servants ministers 
and stewards in the house of Thy Father, to give 
bread to the hungry, and drink to them that tMrst 
after the water of life, flowing from the fountains of 
our Saviom: : continue and bless, sanctify and adora 
with Thy gifts and graces, all the spiritual guide*^ 
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«iiA goyencira) whidi Tkon bMt i^pointdL orer us ;. 
tbui they maj eouiiaae in Tky servict to coaiibrt 
the afflieted, ta iiMtruct ^e ignoT««t» te oaoficia 
thA irtrcttg, to defend aad proniote T% truth, ta 
intercede for Thy serya&ts, to open the kingjdom of 
heaven t» all botierars^ and to that up the dh* 
obodient and rebeUioua in evedasting: priscos^ b; 
the keya of the kingdoa, by Thy Word and Sacffap. 
mtsfttty l^ Thy power and by Thy &)mt. Eemove 
noi thft eoodleatxckfroiai uo, Beiihear do Thou ^oeneh. 
the lighi o£ lacael; but krt Thy saf^anta [our bi* 
ahapa and poriestt} be like burning and shining 
li^ta in the tem|de of Giodi by a eoatinuaV never* 
failing, neYer-broken aaeeeMion, oiBsring up the 
■daily sacrifice ; rejoicing in the plenty of peace and 
the enq^flAeiita (^ Thy houeg^ im ho^ offioes, and 
a daily miAiatxatioa;; thai Thou, being for evo: 
pkaaedy. and Hur ever glocifiec^ we ma^ be Thy 
peeulkar peo|ik» a chosen geuesation^ a royal priest- 
hood, d k i thcd with righteousness, and staging with 
joyfulnesa etanial halkkHaha iKi the hoBOur of God,, 
tlvroagh #esBa Qhriai> our Xiord. Amen^ 

For IV949U ami tJm Jk/krmr Cler^^ 

Most blessed and eternal Jesu, who art a priest . 
for ever after the order of Melchisedec, and hast 
a^arated Thy servants to minister to Thee in holy 
offiees» and to convey holy things unto tha people ; 
fflm unto all Thy senmnts, the ministers of Thy 
W Old and Sacraments, the spirit of prudence ana 
^knowledge, of fiuth and charity, of watchfulness- 
and holy zeal; that they, as good helfs in govern* 
npbent, may declare Thy will £itMully to their coo^ 
grc^^ions, aad admimstear the Sacraments purely and 
^Toutly^and by their holy Ufa become an example 
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to Thy little flock, that so they with cheerfidness 
and joy may render an account of their charge* 
and may by Thy mercy obtain the blessing of Thy 
priesthood, and the glories of Thy kingdom, most 
blessed and eternal Saviour, who livest and reignest 
with the Eather and the Holy Spirit, eternal God, 
world without end. Amen. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 

To this Office may he added the Confession of Sins 
taken out of St, JSpkraim the Syrian {in the " Even- 
ing Pra/yer for a Family^^) and said immediately 
before the Collect. 

Or elssy 

Immediately before the Blessing {as opportunity shall 
require or permit) may he said the Litany descrihei 
at the end of these Devotions. 

Any of these Prayers or Psalms may upon any occa- 
sion^ ordinary or extraordinary, he tised in any of 
the other Offices. 

• 

In Time of War, to the foregoing Offices may he added 
these following Prayers, taken out of a Special 
Office published hy the authority of Queen Mizaheth, 
1697, 

A Prayer for an Army or Navy in Time of JFar. 

O Almighty Lord God of Hosts, the Prince of 
peace, and the ererlasting Counsellor, we humbly 
beseech Thee so to conduct, encourage and defend 
our [armies and fleets] with Thy mighty arm, and 
Thy wise providence, that what they shall attempt 
or take in hand for defence of this [Church and 
State] may be prosperous and blessed. Direct and 
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lead iliem all in safety, strengtben their govern(»!» 
and leaders with sound counsel and wise eonduct^ 
the officers and soldiers with ready obedience and 
Taliant resolution : bless their conflicts with signal 
Tietories ; give them blessed opportunities of effect- 
ing the purposes of peace and justice with the least 
bloodshed. Preserve them from contagious diseaseer^ 
from the violence of sword and sickness, from evil 
accidents or crafty designs, from treachery or sur- 
prise, frt>m carelessness of their duty, and from all 
irreligion, frtmi confusion or fear, from mutiny and 
disorder. Give them an happy and an honourable 
return, that we being defended from our enemies. 
Thy servant [our sovereign or supreme] may rejoice 
in Thy mercies, and Thy Church may give Thee 
thanks in the days of peace, and all T^y people 
may worship Thee in a holy religion, giving Thee 
praise, and honour, and glory, for ever in eternal 
ages, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Atnen. 

Or this, 

I. O most mighty Lord God, who reignest over 
all the kingdoms of m^i. Thou hast power in Thy 
l^and to cast down and to raise up, to save Thy ser- 
vants and to rebuke their enemies, and in all ages 
bast given victory to Thy people, effecting by small 
numbers what man cannot do by the multitude of 
an host: Let Thy eai*8 be now open unto our 
prayers, and Thy merciful eyes upon our trouble 
and our danger. Lord, do Thou judge our cause 
in righteousness and merey ; prosper our arms, and 
defend our armies ; estal^ish us in the rights Thou 
liast given us, in our lands and in our goods, in our 
government and in our laws, in our religion^ and in 
all the holy orders which Thou hast appointed lo 
minister to all ^o shall be heirs of s^Tation. 
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II. l^ever let ambition or cruelty, tbiwt ot 
-empire or thirst of blood, tbe greediness of spoOy 
or the pleasures of a victory, make us either to love 
war, or to neglect all the just ways of peace ; and 
grant unto the army such piety and prudence, such, 
nappy circumstances and blessed events, that notie 
of Uiem may do any act misbecoming Christianfl^ 
disciples and servants oi the Prince of peace. Do 
Thou, O God, bless them in all their just actions 
xmd necessary defences, that they may neither do 
wrong, nor suffer any. Let not our enemies hare 
their unjust desires, nor their mischievous imagina- 
tions prosper, lest we become a scorn and deriaion. 
to our oppressors* The raee ia not to the swift^ nor 
the battle to the strpng, and a horse is counted but 
A vain thing to save a man ; but our trust is in the 
l^ame of the Lord our God : He is our strength 
and our defence : for it is Thou, O Lord, who canBt 
indifferently save with many or with few. 

III. Wherefore from Thy holy sanctuary open. 
Thine eyes and behold, stretch forth Thy bund and 
help, defend and save our armies and l^vies^ O 
Thou God of power, from all evil of man, and all 
evil of chanoe. Cover their heads in the day of 
battle and danger ; send Thy fear before Thy ser- 
vants, that our enemies may flee before them : let 
Thy Mth make them valiant in fight, and put to 
flight the armies of [aliens, rebels, &c.] and by this 
shall Thy servants know Thou favourest us, in that 
our enemy doth not triumph over us, and shall 
always confess, to the praise of Thy Kame, that it 
was Thou, Lord, the shield of our hope, and the 
sword of our glory, who hast done great things for 
us; and evermore say, Braised be the Lord that 
hath pleasure in the prosperity of His servants..^ 
H«ar us, O lord, for the glory of Thy Name, fo> 
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Thy loving mercy,*and for Thy truth's sake, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

L The Fray er for all Prisoners. 

Almighty God, the merciful Father of all that 
put their trust in Thee, look down from the beaute- 
ous throne of Thy glory with much mercy and com- 
passion upon us Thy servants, who are children of 
misery, full of sin and full of calamity, whose only 
liope is in the mercies and loving-kindness of the 
Lord. do Thou pardon all our trespasses and 
debts by which we are in arrears to Thee; put 
them upon the accounts of the cross ; for our blessed 
smd most gracious Lord hath paid our price to 
redeem us from the eternal prisons: and be Thou 
pleased to enrich us with Thy Holy Spirit; that 
-we may be strong in faith, abounding in hope, esta- 
blished in a holy patience, and rich in charity ; 
expecting with meekness and submission when the 
times of refreshment shall come from the presence 
of the Lord, our blessed Saviour and Redeemer 
Jesus. Amen. 

IL For Prisoners of Debt. 

Enable us, O God, Thou treasure of all goodness, 
^nd all plenty, and all justice, to do our duty to 
those to whom we are obliged ; let not their kind- 
ness to us be injurious to them, nor our poverty 
become their calamity, but do Thou enable us by 
the miracles of Thy mercy to do what we are bounS. 
to do ; or incline our creditors to accept what we 
can, and make us willing to do according to 
the utmost of our power; and do Thou make it 
«ip in the blessings of plenty and mercy what is 
^Uminished to them by our poverty and infelicity. 
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Bestore us, O God, to the light of Thy countenance, 
to the sense of Thy mercies and refreshments; 
sanctify our present condition; make us humble 
and obedient, quiet and peaceable, temperate and. 
patient : let not our calamities exasperate our spirit, 
nor the present affliction make us to seek for com- 
fort in the creature, much less in vice and the 
stupors of drunkenness, in profane noises and evil 
company. O let our hopes be in Thee, and our joy 
in Thee only, and in Thy service, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

m. For Prisoners of Crime, 

O eternal and most holy Saviour Jesus, who wert 
brighter than an angel, purer than the morning 
star, and yet wert pleased for our redemption to 
take upon Thee our guUt, that suffering our punish- 
ment Thou mightest rescue us from an intolerable 
state of evil : Thou didst for our sakes suffer Thy- 
self to be imprisoned in the house of the High- 
priest, and have Thy holy hands bound with cords, 
that Thou mightest procure to us the liberty of the 
sons of God ; O look upon us with a gracious eye. 
Thou didst suffer and yet wert innocent ; we suffer 
less than we have deserved, and hope in Thy good- 
ness that we never shall suffer so much. O hear 
our cries from the bottom of our prisons, from the 
depths of our sorrows; let this affliction be Thy 
discipline to work contrition and repentance in our 
hearts. Thou art just, God, in all that we suffer, 
and Thou art to be glorified ; and shame and confusion 
of face belongs unto us as it is this day : but never 
let us suffer the confusion of a sad eternity : accept 
our sorrow and repentance, our suffering and our 
shame; that in the blood of the Lamb and the 
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teart of repentaaee our sma being washed, oar souls 
may be {Mresented pore and spotless belbre the 
throne of graee^ through Jesus Christ our Lord* 

IV, If the Prisoners le Condemned to Death, thm 
add this Prayer. 

most merciful Saviour, who didst glorify Thy 
mercy by giving pardon and promising Paradise to 
the repenting thief; Thy mercies have no limit, and 
Thy loving-kindness cannot be measured ;, O hear 
the cries and deepest groanings of miserable perish- 
ing sinners, who eannot look up with any hope, but 
only because Thy glorious mercy is greater than 
can be understood, and by Thy own meaaures Tliou 
doest good to the miserable and caiLamitous. Thofii 
didst add fifteen years to the days of Hezekiab upon 
his prayer;, but be was righteoint. Thou didtt filt 
up the head of Manasses firom tibe dnngecm, «nd 
gavest pardon to him when he cried mightily ;. but 
he was a timefy penitent. O give ner^ to* Thj 
enemies, thai ffun would be reconeikd ta Thee; to 
the impenitent, that Um would be admitted to re- 
pentance; to miserable and undone pefsonSy who 
desire that the infimtenesa of Thy mercy ahould be 
^orified upon those whom nothing can relkre bat 
what is infinite as Thyself. O give pardon, to Thj 
servants, give patience, a coB&rmity ia Tky wiH, 
and a dereliction of their own; let Thy bksscd 
angels stand in circuit round about and rescue tfaii 
miserable company [man, woman, kc.} from all the 
violence and fraud of the spirits of daikuess;,. frxMn 
the weakness of human nature, from the curse and 
power of evil habits, and from eternal danmotion, 
through the mercies of God, and the grace of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ^ Amen, 
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JFbr Priioneri under Oppremon hy Fahe AeewaU&nf 
hy Unjust War^ for a Good Conseieneej or Un* 
reasonable Dealings of Men, hy Vexatioue LaW'- 
imU^ and Violent, Irvjurious Bargains, 

I. O Almightj Qod, most merciful, most gracions 
Father, who hast glorified Thy eternal Son, and 
exalted Him to be ''a covenant for the people, 
a light of the Qentiles, to open the blind eyes, to 
bring ont the prisoners from the prison^ and them 
that sit in darkness out of the prison-house :" Than 
standest at the right hand of the poor to sare his 
soul from unrighteous judges; Thou art a defence 
for the oppressed, and a re^ge in due time, in the 
time of trouble : O look upon Thy servants who 
suffer wrong from the violent and unjust usages of 
our oppressors : if it be Thy will, speedily rescue 
us from our calami^ ; we submit to Thy will and 
pleasure, and adore Thy providence and Thy wisdom 
in every dispensation ; but we b^ of Thee, to- 
gether with the suffering, give us patience and 
a way for us to escape ; and sanctifjr lK>th Th^ jus-» 
tice in our suf^ng, and Thy mercy in our delivery* 
Do Thou judge our cause, O Lord, defend our per- 
sons, give good unto our persecutors and not evil, 
give l£em a love oi justice and repentance, pardon 
and holiness ; send peace, O Lord, in all our days 
and in all our dwellings; let there be no leading 
into captivity, no complaining in the houses of 
bondage; and let not our portion be with per* 
seeutors, but with the poor and the persecuted, with 
the harmless and the innocent, with them that do 
good, and sufPer evil for Jesus Christ His sake, our 
Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 

II. O Gk)d of mercy, extend Thy loving-kindness 
io all Thy servants who are under the same or any 
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other great affliction: deliver tbem, O God, from 
all evil, from their own weakness and their enemies' 
power; bless them with Thy providence, sanctify 
them by Thy grace, pardon them by Thy mercy, 
defend them with Thy power, conduct them by Thy 
8pirit, enrich them with Thy wisdom, and bring 
them to all holy and useful comforts in this world, 
and to never-ceasing glories in the world to come, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of Gk>d, and the communication of the Holy Spirit 
of God, be with us and with all our relatives, and 
with all the servants of God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

I. Prayers at Sea, 

Almighty God, and Father of heaven and earth, 
who settest a bound to the sea, and restrainest 
his waves by a heap of sand, by mountains and by 
rocks, by Thy Word and by Thy Spirit, saying, 
Hither shall thy proud waves pass and no further : 
Look upon us Thy servants, whose lives are in our 
hands, and we dwell in the shadows of death night 
and day ; we know, O Lord, and confess the floods 
and waves of passion do frequently overrun us, and 
we are drowned in the storms and overwhelmed 
with iniquity. Our [oaths, blasphemies, impieties, 
irreligious actions] are louder than the fiercest winds, 
and call aloud upon Thee for vengeance ; and many 
of us in our greatest danger provoke Thee with 
the greatest unreasonableness and violence of im- 
piety. But, O God, our God, be gracious unto Thy 
people, who accuse ourselves, and confess our guilt, 
and acknowledge Thy justice, and beg Thy good- 
ness, and pray to Thee for safety and defence, for 
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deliverance and for pardon, for Thy conduct and 
Thy blessing. Keep us, O God, from storms and 
quicksands, from pirates and rocks, from error and 
impieties, from all evil contingencies and all evil 
actions ; let our voyage be safe to our persons and 
to our goods ; let it be blessed by Thy providence 
and Thy Holy Spirit, that we may return with com- 
fort and with advantages of trade [or success], and 
Thy servants may glorify Thee in the land of the 
living, in the Church of the first-born, the con- 
gregation of Thy redeemed ones, through Jesus 
Chnst our Lord. Amm. 

n. Ina Storm, or Danger of Pirates or Shipwrech 

O eternal and most holy Saviour Jesus, who 
in the days of Thy flesh and Thy infirmity didst 
command the winds and rebuke the seas, and they 
obeyed Thee ; and Thou art now exalted far above 
all principalities and powers, above all heavens and 
all angels, and art the King of the world, and the 
great !Prince of the whole creation ; and Thou hast 
commanded us to come boldly to the throne of 
grace, and hast promised we should find help in 
time of need ; look down upon Thy servants, who 
in the abyss of the seas, and the abyss of our trou- 
ble, invocate the abyss of Thy mercies ; speak peace 
unto our consciences, and command our enemies to 
be in peace with us, or to have no power against 
us; rebuke the winds [restrain the violent and 
injurious] : Thou art our refuge, be Thou therefore 
our defence and our security, and rescue us from 
the present danger: we know, O God, that the 
devil is a great prince, and rules in the air, and in 
the hearts of l^e children of disobedience; but 
Thou art the King and Lord over him and all 
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princes of the worid; Thou art the Prince of 
spirits, and restrainest the spirits of princes; let 
not the enemy of mankind execute his cruel envy 
against us, nor any of the elements, or any of his 
instruments be able to do us any violence. 

III. O refuse not to hear the prayers, and to con- 
sider the cries, and to behold and pity the need of 
them that call upon Thee, that put their trust in 
Thee, that have laid up all their hopes in Thee, and 
Thy infinite and eternal goodness. We have no 
strengths of our own, but Thou art our confidence ; 
be Thou also our portion and our guide, our defence 
and our shield, a star in the night and a covering by 
day. Strengthen our faith, God, and increase our 
hope ; that in the greatest danger we may against 
hope believe in hope, and with faith and love expect 
the salvation of the Lord, and may find Thy goodness 
rescuing us from this present fear, and defending us 
in all our difficulties, and sanctifying every accident, 
and sweetening every event of providence, and con- 
signing us by these blessings to a final delivery 
from all our sins, and from the evils which our sins 
deserve ; to the glory of God, to the salvation of 
our souls in Thy day, in Thy glorious day, O eternal, 
and most holy Saviour and feedeemer Jesus. Amen. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 



A Form of Prayer to le used over him that in the 
Beginning of a Journey^ ly Zand or Sea, legs 
the Pray ere of the Minister of the Church, 

O Almighty God, most gracious and most merci- 
ful, who art a God afor off as well as nigh at hand, 
and hast sent Thy ministering angels to minister 
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good to tbem that shall be heixs of salration ; bo 
Thou pleased to Bend Thy holy aztgel belbre thia 
Thy tervant i^ to defend him £rom the heat of the 
day aoid the cold of the ni^^ fixxn the arrow that 
flies at aooA and the evil spirlte that walk in durk«> 
ness, from errors and falls, from precipiees and 
fraetnre o£ bones, from {pirates and] robbers, from. 
evil intentions and evil aoeidents, from violent wea- 
ther and Tsolent feais, itom all impressions of erii 
men and ernk spints ; let his jovrney be safe and nse- 
M to Thy tsenrant, eomliortabie to his rdadves, h<di- 
ness to the Lord, and giory to Thy l^ame, througli 
Jesus Christ oar LonL 



A Frtuger for Eepmtamee. 

O Almighty Ood, and most merciful Father, who 
delightest not in the death of a sinner, but that he 
be converted from his sin, and Thou be turned from 
Thine anger; give nnto Thy servant a deep con- 
trition for his fher] sins, a perfect hatred of them, 
a timely and an entire dereliction of them ; grace 
to fear Thee, and grace to love Thee; powers to 
serve Thee, and time and grace to finish all the 
work of God which Thy servant ought to do ; that 
the soul of Thy servant being washed white in the 
blood of Jesus, may be justified by Thy mercy* sanc- 
tified by Thy "Spirit, blessed by Thy providence, 
saved by Thy infinite and eternal goodness^ through 
Jesus CSitist our Lord. 

Ibr Pardon, 

O most gracious and eternal Son of God, who 
only hast power to for^ve sins^and to reseue erring 
souls from iiie pow^r of m^ smi from, the wrath of 
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Ood; be gracious to Thy servant who confesses Thy 
justice in his suffering, and begs to feel Thy mercv 
in his pardon, and Thy pify in his ease and resti- 
tution. Contend no longer with the miserable who 
confesses himself guilty ; reject him not that begs 
for remission of his sins, and remission of Thy 
anger; remember not the follies of his childhood, 
nor the vanities of his youth ; the sins of his tongue, 
nor the sins of his anger ; the sins of desire, nor the 
innumerable breaches of charity ; his infinite omis- 
sions of duty, and the inexcusable actions of his 
choice. Thou hast glorified Thyself in all gene« 
rations of the world by giving pardon to the penitent 
and ease to the afOicted, comfort to the comfortless 
and refreshment to the weary : behold, O God, the 
sorrows of Thy servant; and remember his sins no 
more : behold the passion and the pains which our 
blessed Lord suffered for our sins, and let not the 
sins of Thy servants cause Thee to take another for- 
feiture, and produce another and an eternal anger ; 
but spare Thy servant in Thy anger, and remember 
him in Thy mercy, and pity him in Thy infinite 
compassion, and relieve him with mighty grace, and 
deliver him from his sins, and bring him to Thy 
glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If he he in or near the Agoniee of Death. 

O blessed God, Thou lover of souls and the Saviour 
of Thy servants, who gavest Thy Son to die for us, 
that we might live in Him ; look with mercy and 
great compassion upon the soiil of Thy servant for 
whom the Lord Jesus gave His precious blood. 
Now, O God, is that sad period in which he is to 
be consigned over to this final sentence ; now is tiie 
day of his great expense ; his needs of mercy are 
great as his sins^ and great as his dangera, and great 
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as all his enemies ; let him [or her] receive the fruit 
of all his labours, a blessed return of all his prayers 
the grace of Thj promises, and the effect of all the 
sufferings of the holy Jesus ; now, O God, let him 
find the end of his hopes, and a just peace in his 
conscience, a spiritual communion with Christ, and 
the benefit of all His passion, pardon of his sins, and 
the sweetest visitations of Thy Holy Spirit the Com- 
forter. Now let him feel the effect of Thy mighty 
power, and of Thy glorious victory over sin and all 
the powers of darkness : let them have no portion 
in him ; and let Thine anger end in comfort and 
pardon, in the visitation of angels and the glorious 
appearing of Thy Holy Spirit. Now let him feel 
the truth of religion, and the substance of the things 
he hath hoped for ; the verification of Thy promises, 
and the goodness of God; let all the sermons of the 
Gospel pass into real exhibition of Thy loving-kind- 
ness ; and let Thy servant rejoice in the portions of 
the blessed, in the redemption of his soul, in the 
communion of saints, in the society of the spirits of 
just men made perfect, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

After the Soul is departed, the Minister may say this 
Prayer in hehdlf of the Xdving Friends and Mela- 
tvoes of the Bead. 

Almighty GK)d, who govemest all things in heaven 
and earth with infinite wisdom and infinite mercy, 
and bringest good out of evil, comfort out of sorrow, 
and after a gentle visitation dost refresh Thy chil- 
dren with the light of Thy countenance, with the 
blessings of Thy providence, with the returns of Thy 
grace, and the comforts of Thy Holy Spirit ; have 
mercy upon this family, and return to them all with 
Thy loving-kindness, exchanging their present sor- 
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row into the adTantages of holipew and bksraig. 
Be Thou now and ever what Thou glonest in; 
a &ther of the fatherless, a husband to the widow^ 
a Qod of oomfbrt to them that moom in secret. 
Grant that Thy servants may not weep as m^i with- 
out hope, nor murmur at Thy dispensation, nor com* 
plain of anything but themselves, nor desire any- 
thing but that Thy will be done, nor do anything 
but what is agreeable to Thy body word and com* 
mandmeat; and grant that when Thou smitest any 
of us it may increase Thy fear in us, and when Thna 
doest good to any of us in smiting or forbearing, in 
chastising or comforting, it may inorease Thy love 
in us : and let Thy Holy Spirit so prevail over all 
our wills and understandings, our affections and the 
outward nmn, our interests and our hopes, that we 
may live in this world pleasing to Thee, and may go 
out of this world with the peace oi a holy conscience, 
and may have a joyful resurrection in the last day, 
to a participation of the glories of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amm. 



,y Google 



A FORM OF DEVOTION 

TO BE USED Ain> fliJP IS 

THE DAYS OF SORROW AND AITLICTION, 

OP ▲ FAMILY, OB OV PBIVATB FIB80KB. 



Ik the Naioe of the !Fftther, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. 

Our Father, which art m heaven, &e. 
Verside. Go2L, make speed to save us. 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help ua. 
Glory he to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the beginning, &o. 

2%e Psalm. 

Hide not Thy &ce far &om me, Lord, pat not 
Thy servant away in anger : 

Thou hast been my help, leave me not, neither 
lorsake me» Qt>d of my salvation. 

O my God, I cry in the day time, but Thou hear- 
€st not ; and in the night season I am not silent 

Rut Thou art holy, Thou that inhabitest the 
])raise8 of Israel 

Our fathers trusted in Thee, they trusted in Thee, 
and Thou didst deliver them. 

But I am a worm, and no man; smitten of Thee» 
Lord, afflicted, tormented, forsaken. 

Thou hast filled me with bitterness, and hast 
made me drunk with wormwood; Thou hast re* 
moved my sovl fax off from peace, and I have for-^ 
gotten prosperity. 
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Bat, O God, Thou art my God, early will I seek 
Thee; be not Thou far from me, O Lord; my 
strength, haste Thee to help me. 

I acknowledge m^ sin unto Thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid : 

I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

do Thou forgive the iniquity of my sin. 

Thou art my hiding place, Thou shalt preserve 
me from trouble; Thou 8h£dt compass me about 
with songs of deliverance. 

Lord, make me to know my end, and the measure 
of my days, what it is ; that I may know how frail 

1 am. 

Behold Thou hast made my days as an hand- 
breadth, and mine age is nothing before Thee; 
verily every man at his best state is altogether 
vanity. 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? Surely my 
hope is in Thee. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions, remove 
Thy stroke away from me, I am even consumed by 
the blow of Thy hand. 

When Thou with rebukes dost chasten man for 
iniquity. Thou makest his beauty to consume away 
like a moth ; surely every man is vanity. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my 
cry, hold not Thy peace at my tears ; 

For I am a stranger with Thee, and a sojourner^ 
as all my fathers were. 

O spare me a little, that I may recover my 
strength, before I go hence and be no more 
seen. 

Let all those that seek Thee, rejoice and be glad 
in Thee; let such as love Thy salvation say con- 
tinually, The Lord be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord careth 
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for me ; Thou art my help and my deliverer^ make 
no tarrying, O my God. 

Amen, Aniens Amen. 

Then read the second chapter of Ecclesiasticus ; 
or the sixth chapter of S, Matthew's Gospel, 
or the twelfth chapter to the Bomans, 
or the fifth chapter of the second Epistle to 

the Thessalonians, 
or the first of Timothy, the sixth chapter, 
or Hebrews the twelfth, 
or James the fifth ; — these at several times. 

After the Chapter u read, sit still a while, and con- 
aider of such Comforts or Instructions as are in the 
Chapter, fitted to your needs. 

If this Office he said ly a Minister in the company of 
the Afflicted Person, then he may add such useful 
and comfortable Discourses as are occasioned by the 
Chapter, and then say the following Collects, 
After Meditation or Discourse, humbly kneel 
down and pray. 

An Act of Repentance. 
I. my God and Father, in vain do we beg to 
have Thy heavy hand taken from us, so long as the 
cause remains: our sins, God, our sins are so 
great, so numerous, so intolerable, that we must 
needs with shame hide our face, and confess we 
have deserved all the evil that we suffer, and all 
that which Thou hast threatened. We have, 
God, more to give Thee thanks for, than we have 
to deplore. It is Thy infinite mercy that we are 
yet kept from feeling Thy severest judgments : it 
is Thy mercy that we have our senses and our un- 
derstandings, that we have the use of Thy Wor'^ 
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and SacmmeatS; that we have not intolerable pains 
of body, and unsufferable troubles in our mind : it 
is Thy blessing that we have bread, that we have 
many friends, that we have the prayers of Thy 
faithful servants ; that we have faith in Thee^ and 
that we have hope : it is Thy infinite mercy, that 
we are yet kept from the unsufibrable pains of hell, 
and are permitted to pray to Thee, to rely upon 
Thy mercies, to work out our salvation, and to 
expect Thy loting^kindnesB in the land of the 
living. 

n. All the evils that we suflfbr, we have de- 
served, but nothing of this good have we deserved ; 
we are less than the least of all Thy mercies, and 
our sins are greater than the greatest of all our suf- 
ferings. And now, O God, ^ou who hast so mer- 
cifully dealt with Thy servants in taking a less 
fine of lis than in justice Thou mightest have ex- 
acted, be pleased also to proceed in the methods of 
Thy mercy ; and make our present sufferings be in- 
strumental of Thy glory, of the pardon of our sins, 
of the sanctifications of our spirits, of the humilia- 
tion of our souls, that, like silver tried in the fire, 
we may come forth more pure, vessels of honour^ 
pleasing and acceptable to Thee in Jesus Christ. 

IIL An Act ofPdtieneB and JResipiation, 
We know, O God, that Thou art infinitely wiso 
and infinitely good, and Thou disposest all the 
events of Thy creatures to excellent puiposes, and 
delightest to bring good out of evil. Behold, O 
God, we are Thy servants and Thy creatures ; do to^ 
us as seemeth good in Thine eyes, only give us 
patience and a long-suffering spirit, Hiat we may 
not murmur secretly when we complain openly 5 
that we may not make haste in the day of oar 
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calamity, but with a quiet spirit expect and wait 
for the time of our redemption. But make no long' 
tarrying, O Lord ; make haste to help in, O God 
of our salvation; and be pleased to give us a light 
from heayen, that with the eye of fedth we may see 
beyond the cloud, and look for those comforts which 
Thou didst prepare for Thy servants that love 
Thee, and put their trust in Thee, and have laid up 
all their hopes in the bosom of God. 

IF. An Aei ofEbpe. 
O Qod ovr God, Thou hast said unto us, I wil! 
never leave you nor forsake you ; ^ou hast olben 
eased our calamities, and taken off Thy severe 
hand ; Thou hast promised to be with us in time of 
need. Thou delightest to deliver them whose con- 
fidence is in Thy goodness. Thou hast supported 
our spirits in the £ty of our sorrow, and hast given 
UB many intervals and spaces of refreshment, and 
senewest Thy loving-kindness day by day: O let 
lis never have our portion amongst the hopeless 
and desperate. Let us always pray to Thee, and 
hope in Thee, and in every period of our affliction 
let us do some actions of virtue, by which we may 
please Thee, and be accepted so long as we can 
pray. Thou hast commanded us to hope, and we 
do hope that these comforts shall refresh our souls, 
that Thy mercies will support us under our afflic- 
tions, that Thy Spirit shall comfort us in it, and Thy 
ffrace and Thy glorious providence shaE speedily 
deliver us from it. Amen, blessed Jesus, Amen. 

r. The Petition. 
And now, O most merciful Father, give Thy ser- 
-wuits admittance to present our complaint before 
1^ throne of grace, and let our petition enter into 
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Thy presence: Thy arrows stick fast in us, and 
Thy hand presseth us sore ; open Thy heart, the 
treasure and spring of mercy, and thence let com* 
forts and refreshments descend upon Thy servants. 
Put a blessed period to our sorrows, but first put 
a stop to our sins; let us not sin against Thee, 
when for sin Thou art smiting us; let us never 
charge Thee foolishly, nor behave ourselves peev- 
ishly towards others, but use all the means we 
can to ease their sorrows, to lighten their burdens, 
to sweeten their lives, that so we may expect from 
Thy goodness a more plentiful and abundant mea- 
sure of loving-kindness. 

YI. Lord, put a bar and stop unto our passions ; 
make them to be humble ministers of religion [and 
prudent government] ; but never let us suflfer any 
violent transportations in ourselves, never be pro- 
voked to any bitterness, never to be harsh or cruel 
towards any, never to speak anything peevishly 
and undecently, never to put too much upon any 
temporal interest ; in all things let us behold Thy 
providence, and reverence Thy justice, and adore 
Thy majesty, and feel Thy mercy, and obey Thy 
spirit ; and if Thou shalt still persevere to smite us, 
and to try Thy servants, let not Thy punishing us 
ever cause us to sin against Thee. Let not our 
own follies be our scourges, lest we sin against 
Thee, and lose Thy blessing for ever. 

YII. Be pleased, God, to add this &vour unto 
Thy servants, that our trouble may not be doubled 
or increase by our own infirmities ; take from us 
all troublesome fancies and too quick apprehensions 
of our sorrows; blessed be Thy Name, they are 
finite, and they are temporal sorrows, they are less 
than our sins, and they are less than Thy mercies ; 
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give tis grace to despise the world, and all its in- 
terests and possessions, that while we set not our 
affections npon them, we may not be too much 
afflicted when we are crossed in them ; but let our 
great care be to please Thee, our greatest fears lest 
we should sin against Thee; let our duty be our 
employment, Thy providence our portion, Thy 
Spirit our guide, Thy law our rule : that when this 
cloud is passed over, we may see the brightness of 
Tliy face, and perpetual showers of grace and mercy, 
refreshing our sad and weary spirits : so shall Thy 
servants sing praises to the honour of Thy Name, 
when Thou shalt have saved our souls from death^ 
our eyes from tears, and our feet from foiling. 
Qrant these mercies, O blessed God and Father, 
for Jesus Christ His sake, our dearest Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

A Private Prayer to he said hy or for a person (mu- 
tatis mutandis) apt to he aMicted with fea/r of 
death or God's anger^ and the uncertain state of 

. Ms or her soul, 

I. eternal Gk)d, most gracious Father, in much 
mercy and compassion behold me Thy servant 
loaden with my sins, encompassed with infirmity, 
assaulted by enemies without, and apt to be be- 
trayed by my own weaknesses within. If I am 
cheerful, I am apt to be careless of my duty ; if I 
am sad, I am timorous and un'^>afe, too ready to 
distrust Thee, and to sink under the burden of 
those calamities which by my sins I have deserved. 
O God, I confess with sorrow and shame, that I 
resolve often to give myself entirely to Thy service, 
but I am so perpetually beaten with the violent 
tempests and storms of passion, that all my hopes 
and all my fears grow unactive and useless and are 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



:232 A S0BX OP pbatee agaihsz 

^oTereome bj tbeniy and sink undor nrjr own eyil ooA* 
toms and infirmities^ [lust, pride, ambition, ang^ :} 
ao^ nnder tbis state of infelicity I groan and labour^ 
and to Tbee I bumbly make my eompkint; fm 
Tfaou art my bope and my strengtb, my roek toA 
my migbrt^ my Saiiour aad defender, my saj^Kxrl 
•and my deliverer.. O bear tbe saddest cries of Thy 
kumUie and affiicted serranty and give me ease from 
my gveateet. sorrows : give me a cbeex&l beart, and 
a severe spirit ; a love of Tby meveiea, and a trem-* 
Wng at Tby judgments ; an infinite dewre to pkaso 
Tbee, and a great fear to o£Eend Tbee ; and tbougk 
I bnmUy desiie of Tby gloriotis goodness ia seeiii^ 
and promote my eternal inteiest by wbat nstctt#. 
ments Tlum {deasest* yet beeaiiBe Tboa art my 
iFi^fflr and my nereiftil God, I beg o£ Tby inAnite 
goodness to take care of my infirmities,, and t» pi^ 
.my weaknesses ; and make my religion to be to me 
Ibe pleasantest tbing in tbe world; tbat nothing 
may tempt me firom Tbee, and prevail in tbe days 
of my weaknesses and disadvantage. 

II. O blessed God, be pleased to give me a per- 
fect repentance for a^ my sins ; and admit me to 
^ full pardon, and not only so, but, if it be Thy 
gracious will, eonmgn tbis my pardon by sraie teaftii. 
mony from beavai, by a boly and a bumUe bt^pe^ 
by a stiong lutb and a cbeerful ^irit, by joy in 
C^od, and a command oves my passions, by meeknew 
and Clarity, by forgiving ev^ry one tbat tzonl^ba 
me, and ev^ry one tbat ofienda me. O Qod, wiy 
Qodf. give to Tby servant an exceUent religion ana 
a devout spirit, and grant tbat I may ti^e great 
pleasnre in tbe service of God, in obediaice to m^ 
spiritual superiors, in doing tbe works of that dmty 
to wkieb Tbou bast called me in my present state 
•ef life ; and never suffer me ta fall into a despairkig 
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or an amazed conscience, into tlie evils of a tedious^ 
or impatient, a wounded or an afflicted spirit : but 
grant that rejoicing in Thee evermore and delight- 
ing in doing my duty, in mortifying my passions, in 
loving and serving mj dearest relations, I may be 
preserved in Thy fear and Thy favour, and nothing 
may be able to separate me from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. Amm. 

III. O my dearest Saviour, take from Thy ser- 
vant all inordinate fear of death and give me a great 
desire after heaven, and heavenly things : and when 
Thou shalt call me from this world, conduct me by 
tke graoes and comfort of Thy Holy Spirit evenly 
and holily, certainly «nd cheerfully, to the regiona 
of hope and joy, tibat in Thy. arms I may expect 
and long for the day of recompenses and of Thy 
glorious appearing. O Ood, hear the pray^ and 
most passionate desires of Thy servant ; and since- 
^ou hast commanded tis in 1^ time of need to 
come wiUi boldness to the throne of grace, giant 
that I may be accepted by Thy mercies and loving- 
kindness, through the merits and intercession of 
my Lord, in whom I desire to live, and for whom. 
I will not refuse to die, our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus; to whom with Thee blessed 
Father and most Holy ^irit, I humbly give all 
honour, and thanks, and glory, and love, and ser- 
vice ; and desire to do fio for ever. Amen. 
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A 

FORM OF PRAYER 

OP 

THANKSGIVING. 



The Preface to the following Office, 

Since it hath pleased God to hear our prayers 
and to give us the blessing we now feel and rejoice 
in, [the blessing of peace, health, plenty, victory, 
&c.,J let us faithfully and devoutly give thanks 
unto God for His great benefit and grace ; and say, 

Psalms Michartstical or of Thanksgiving, upon Special 
Times of Festivtity : to he added to any ofthefore^ 
going Offices ; or to he said distinctly. 

After a Plentiful Harvest, 

Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 

be joyful in God, all ye lands ; sing praises 
unto the honour of His Name, make His praise to 
be glorious. — O come hither and behold the works 
of God, how wonderful He is in His doing towai'ds 
the children of men. 

Thou visitest the earth and blessest it. Thou 
makest it very plenteous. — Thou waterest her fur- 
rows, Thou seiidest rain into the little valleys 
thereof. Thou makest it soft with the drops of 
Tain, and blessest the increase of it. — Thou crown- 
est the year with Thy goodness, and Thy clouds 
drop fatness. 
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They sliall drop u^on the dwellings of the wilder- 
ness, and the little hills shall rejoice on every side. 
— ^The folds shall be full of sheep; the valleys also 
flhall Btand so thick with com that they shall laugh 
imd sing. 

Ptaiaed be Ood, which hath not cast cot our 
prayer, nor turned His mercy from us. 

Let us now fear the Lord our God, that giveth 
rain, bo^ the former and the latter rain in his 
•eason ; — Bte reserveth unto us the appointed weeks 
6f the harvest. 

Lord, whait is man that Thou hast respect unto 
himi or i^ son of man that Thou so regardest him ? 
— The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O Lord, and 
13um givest them th«^ meat in due 8ea8on.-^Thou 
•petteat Thy hand, and fillest i^l things living with 
^enteottsness. 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy 
in «U His ^otlcs.-^The Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon Him, yea all such as call upon Him 
fiuthiftaiy.— He will fulfil the desire of Uiem that 
ftar Hitt, Ho also will heear their cry and will help 

tJlBBl* 

Tbat owe 0ons may grow up as the young plants^ 
and that our daugnters may be as the polished 
comers of the temple ;'^That our gamers may be 
full and plenteous with all manner ol store, that our 
sheep may bring forth thousands and ten thousands 
in our streets ; 

That our oxen may be i^trong to labour, that 
there be no decay, no leading into captivity, and no 
CMaplainiag in our streets. — Happy are the people 
that be in sucb a case, yea, blessed be the people 
which have the Lord for their Gt>d. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, Ike. 
K 3 
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IL After Reewery of a City, Family, or Singh 
Person from the Plagm, or any great Sickness. 

come hither and hearken, all ye that fear Grody 
and I will tell you what He hath done for my souL 
— ^I called unto TTim with my mouth, and gave 
Him praises with my tongue ; O Lord my God, I 
cried unto Thee, and Thou hast healed me. 

Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of bell. 
Thou hast kept my life from them that go down to 
the pit. — O what great troubles and adversities hast 
Thou shewed me, and yet didst Thou turn and re- 
fresh me, yea and broughtest me from the deep of 
the earth again. 

Sing praises unto the Lord, ye saints of His, 
and give thanks unto Him for the remembrance of 
His holiness. — For His wrath endureth but the 
twinkling of an eye, and in His pleasure is life ; 
heaviness may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning. 

Praised be the Lord daily, even the God which 
helpeth us and poureth His benefits upon us. — ^He 
is our God, even the God of whom cometh salva- 
tion ; God is the Lord by whom we escape death. 

1 will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy, for Thou 
hast considered my trouble, and hast known my 
soul in adversity. — Thou hast not shut me up into 
the hand of the enemy, but hast set my feet in 
a large room. 

Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy. Thou 
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with glad- 
ness. — Therefore shall every good man sing of Thy 
praises without ceasing; O my God, I will give 
thanks unto Thee for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

As it was in the beginning, &c. 
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ZZZ. After a Victory^ or the Prosperous ending 
of a War. • 

Blessed be tlie Lord my strength, which teacheth 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight. — My 
hope and my fortress, my castle and deliverer, my 
defender in whom I trusty which subdueth my peo- 
ple which is imder me. 

When my spirit was in heaviness, Thou knewest 
my path ; in tlie way wherein I walked they privily 
laid a snare for me. — I cried unto the Lord and 
said, Thou art my hope and my portion in the land 
of the living. 

Thou didst send down Thine hand from above ; 
Thou didst deliver me and take me out of the great 
waters, from the hand of strange children. — Thou 
hast given victory unto kings, and hast delivered 
David Thy servant from the peril of the sword. 

Por I know that the Lord is great, and that our 
Lord is above all gods. — Whatsoever the Lord 
pleased, that did He in heaven and in earth, in 
the sea and in all deep places. 

The Lord is on my side, I will not fear what 
man doth unto me. — ^The Lord taketh my part with 
them that help me, therefore shall I see my desire 
upon mine enemies. 

It is better to trust in the Lord than to put any 
confidence in man ; it is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put any confidence in princes. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and is 
become my salvation. — The voice of joy and health 
is in the dwellings of the righteous ; the right hand 
of the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. 

The right hand of the Lord hath the pre-eminence ; 
the right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty things 
to pass. — ^He maketh wars to cease in all the world; 
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He breaketh the bow, and knappetk the spear m 
sunder, and burnetMhe obariots m tbe fire. 

Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, bre- 
thren, to dwell together m unity ; — It is like the^ 
piecious ointment upon the head that mn down 
imto the beard, eten unto Aaron^ beard^ and went 
down to the skirts of his clothing. 

For there the Lord promised His blessing, and 
Hfe for Evermore. — ^The Lord lireth, and Wes^ be 
my strong helper, and praised be the God <rf m;f 
saiTiation. 

Glory be to the Father, «tc. 

As it was in the beginning, &c« 

J/ilm^ U mn^ Uher ^ceaUon^ msUad ^thsse, use. 

After eath of these ^uchanstieaJ Psuhni^ ^U h& 
added 4tB JbUowetk. 

Iffnkier* lift up yonr hearts. 
Anewer. Wt lift ^m op unto the Lord. 
Minister. Let us giire tkanks unto the Lord our 
God. 
Answrn*. It is meet and r%ht so to do. 

Minister. 

I. It is very meet, right, tind our boundea duty 
that we shouM at itlL times and fit all plaoes gire* 
thanks and praise, honour land ttderatio2i> iope and 
duty to Tfcee, O Lord G©d, the Father of nwrcies^ 
und the God of all eomfort; who hast known t>ur 
soul in adrereity, and delivered us from the evil we 
have deserred, and hast giv>eti us good things we 
deserved not : we confess, O God, ^at tre are less 
Aan the least of att Thy mercies ; but lliy immense. 
Thy milimited goodness «x^ loviDg**ktiidness rc^ce» 
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in doing us good, in preserving us from evil, in 
heaping Thy benefits upon us, in giving to us wit- 
ness from heaven [in feeding our hearts with food 
and gladness,] in delivering us from our enemies^ 
£in snatching us from the power of the grave, in 
commanding Thy destroying angel to hurt us not.] 

Holy Jesus, blessed be God ! 

II. We are Thy servants and Thy children ; we 
are all Thine, and have no interest but Thy service ; 
Thou art our God, and all our hopes are laid up in 
Thee ; Thou art gracious when Thou smitest us ;. 
but we cannot express Thy infinite sweetness when 
Thou relievest our necessity, when Thou sustainest 
our sorrows, when Thou dost deliver us from Thy 
wrath, when Thou hearest our prayers, when Thou. 
pourest Thy benefits upon us. give unto Thy 
servants thankful hearts, obedient and loving spirits^ 
carefulness of duty, charity and humility, zeal for 
Thy glory, submission to Thy divine will and plea« 
sure ; that serving Thee with all our powers, loving 
Thee with all our faculties, obeying Thee in all in- 
stances, delighting in Thee in all dispensations, we 
may be conducted through all varieties of provi- 
dence, and defended in all temptations of our ene- 
mies, and relieved in all the necessities of our life, 
and assisted in all particulars of duty ; that so we 
may pass through this valley of tears in peace and 
meekness, in faith and charity, with the confidence 
of a holy hope, and in the strength of Thy rightcoua 
promises, to the fruition of those mercies which are 
the portion of willing and obedient souls, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT PENITENTIAL LITANIES, 

lb he said according to the discretion of Mm tliai 
ministers^ especiallf/ in the time of Zent, and upon 
solemn Tasting Days. 



BLESSED God, Father of mercies, who hast sent 
Thy Son to redeem us from sin and wrath, have 
mercy upon us rebellious and perishing children, 
lost and miserable dinners. 

blessed Saviour Jesus, who wert flie price of 
lost mankind, and gavest Thyself a sacrifice for our 
sins, have mercy upon us miseraUe and lost, but 
sorrowful and returning sinners. 

blessed Spirit of the Father, who iidat come 
into the world to sanctify and to teach, to illuminate 
and to guide it, have mercy upon us ^lish and 
ignorant, lost and miserable sinners. 

O most blessed and mysterious Trinity, God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, have mercy upon lis 
perishing and miserable sinners. 



1. Pardon, O God, the yanities t^ our childhood* 
and the sins of our yonth, our backward and dull 
iterance, our forward and aetrre malice, our early 
sms and slow repentances, our hastiness to all evil, 
send our unwiHingness to do all good thii^ what* 
soever. 

Answer. If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark 
what is done amiss, Lord who may abide it ? 

2. O God of mercy, pardon our want of discipline, 
our averseness to learn good things, our desires of 
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«Ti1, tiie first instimations of sin, our morose delec- 
tation in vain thoughts, our pleasure in evil remem- 
branees, our entraining little images of sin, our 
love ol the temptatxon, our ^^mdness after trifles, 
■our want of love and want of understanding of tke 
things of God. 

Amwer. Cast ns not away £rom Thy presence^ 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit fnnn us. 

3. God of n^rey, jmrdon the infinite number 
of oar foolish thoughts and voh^tuous desires, our 
proud imaginations and phantastic pleasures, our 
secret deliciousness in what Thou hast fcnrbidden, 
our desires to die, our contempt and neglect of life ; 
our foolish contrivances and trifling purposes, our 
ridiculous designs and unreasonable intentions. 

Answer. Turn Thy face from our sins, O Lord, 
and put out all our misdeeds. 

4. O God of mercy, pardon the infinite omissions 
of our duty, our seldom prayers, and frequent wan- 
dering of our bead and heart, our fooUsh arts to 
cozen ourselyes, and to cheat omr souls of duty and 
reward, our wicked rejoicings when we were forced 
to omit our devotions, and our listless manner of 
attending to them, owr dulness in hearing, our dead* 
ness in observing, our excuses and pretences, osr 
weariness of body and tediousness oi spirit, our dul* 
mess and sleepiness, our seldom reading and more 
seldom meditating, our loss of many opportunities 
of reeefring the Holy Communion, and onr making 
iise of all opportunities of pleasure and vanity. 

Anwfsr. But th^!e is mercy with Thee, tharefbre 
shalt Thou be feared. 

6. God of mercy, pardon all the sins of our 
|iroud and prejudicate understandings, our wilM 
Ignorance aiul vohmtary neglect of the instruments 
<K salvation^ the weakness and imperfection of onr 
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iaith, and our trifling notices of things, our distrust 
©f Thee and our confidence in the creatures, our 
superstitious fancies and foolish opinions, our weak 
conjectures and easiness to believe, our suspicions 
and jealousies of Thee, and our wicked sentences 
and evil reportings concerning Thy actions and Thy 
attributes, our relying upon dreams, and our not 
relying upon Thy word, our love of being abused in 
our persuasions, and our believing doctrines for in- 
terest and passion, our weak enquiries and confident 
opinions, our doubtings and trepidations in the day 
of temptations, and our unreasonable confidences, 
boastings and presumptions, when we are prosper- 
ous, easy, and untempted. 

Answer. Lord be merciful to our sins, for they 
are very many. 

6. O God of mercy, pardon the sins of our will ; 
our violent prosecutions of pleasure, and our hatings 
of religion, our unwillingness to please Thee, and 
our fierceness of desire to please ourselves ; our un- 
willingness to submit to Thy laws and to the events 
of Thy providence, our disobedience to revelations, 
to the advices of the wise and the discourses of the 
learned, to the voice of God and the lessons of the 
Spirit, our unreasonable choice and malicious deter- 
minations, our yieldings to the whispers of the flesh, 
and our obstinacy against the motions of illuminated 
reason. 

Answer, give us the comfort of Thy help again, 
and establish us with Thy free spirit. 
^ 7. God of mercy pardon the inordination iand 
irregularity of our affections ; our anger- is hasty and 
quick, unreasonable and immoderate, a perpetual 
storm and a perpetual folly, our desires are passion- 
ate and great, sensual and intemperate ; we fear the 
fears of men, and our hopes are of things that profit 
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not ; we love that which destroys us, and do not 
love that by which we can be made alive ; we re- 
joice in the ways of death, and our sorrow is not 
unto amendment of life; every sad accident of the 
world does amaze us, but we are not afflicted when 
we lose Thy favour, when we do foolish things, and 
enter into tiie portions of Thy displeasure. 

Armoer. Lord, be merciful unto us, for our sins 
are very great. 

8. God of mercy, pardon the hypocrisy of our 
lives, our desires to seem holy, our neglect of being 
so, our being satisfied with shadows and outsides, 
with an unactive £stith, with the faith of devils and 
the hope of hypocrites, with the comforts of the 
presumptuous and the confidences of the proud : we 
have rested in outward works, and have not secured 
the truth of the Spirit ; we confess our sins, and still 
commit them ; we pray against them, and yet we 
love them ; we call Thee Father, and obey Thee not ; 
we say Thou art our Lord, and yet we do not fear 
Thee; we approach Thee with our lips, and our 
hearts are far from Thee ; we bow our heads, and 
lift up our hearts and hands against Thee; we 
humble ourselves in flattery, and mortify our affec- 
tions with deceit ; we pretend religion to serve our 
own worldly ends; resting in forms of godliness, 
but denying the power of it. 

Answer. God, be merciful unto us, for our state 
is very miserable. 

9. God of mercy, pardon our impatience and 
immortification, our secret murmurs and open re- 
bellions; our temptings of God, our provocations 
of Thee to anger, our entering into needless dangers, 
the deferring of our repentance, and the hardening 
of our faces against Thy judgments ; our contempt 
of Thy mercies, and turning Thy grace into wanton- 
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aess, despising Hiy long^snfifermg and Tby goodness, 
and trustiDg bol(Uj where Thou hast given us no 
ground of li^pe or comfort. 

Answir. O Uessed Jesu, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have meroy upon us. 

10. O God of mercy, pardon the innumerable sins 
of our tongue, our Tain and common swearings, our 
bold affirmatives of what we know to be Mse or 
know not to be true, our crafty and ensnaring teSk^ 
our secret and injurious whispeis, our backbiting 
and detraction, our underralmng our brother aim 
easily reporting evil, our bragging and vainglorious 
words, our laying snares fbr praise, our flattering 
some and reproaching others, our clamorous revilings 
and uaeharitable chidings, and in whatsoever we 
have spoken i^ainst Thee or against our brother. 

^ Answer. O Lamb of Ood, mat takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

11. O God of mercy, pardon our abases of Thy 
sacred and venerable Name, our unworthy usages oi 
ourselves upon whom Thjr Name is called, our pro- 
£uiation of Thy word, our irreverent using the Sacra- 
ments, eur di^onouring Thy houses of prayer, our 
curious enquiries into the secrets of God and the 
secrets of men, our wilful angering and provoking 
our neighbours to cun^g and swearmg and all in- 
temperate wrath, our unnecessary troulding them 
and betraying them to foUy and indignation. 

Answer. O remember not our old sins, but have 
mercy upon us, and that speedily. 

12. O God of mercy, pardon our abuse of holy 
times and holy offices, our neglect of assembling 
ourselves together, our vain recreations and foolish 
employments, the prodigality of our precious time 
in idle gaming and useless business, our being idle 
servants oar cruel mastery false in our trost, or «n- 
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jfeasooftble in our connnands, our peerisli negkot of 
the customs of the Church, and our schismatieal 
behaviour in the Congregations of the Lord. 

Answer. Help us, O Gk>d of our salTation, and 
fer the i^ory of Thy Name sare Thj sinful servants. 

13. God of mercy, pardon all our rebellions 
against Thee and against Thy representatives^ our 
lawful superiors ; our irreverence and disobedience, 
oor murmuiB and repinings against them, our rude 
words and perverse disputings, our neglect of tiieir 
persons and desires, our publication <$ their &idta 
and rejoicing in their infinnities, our being ashamed 
of their poverty and condition, our boasting of our 
kindred and eztrac^n, our secret cursix^ or open 
reviling the ministers of justice, our mocking and 
seomii^ old and aged persons* and whatsoever is 
irreverent, irowazd, disobedient, unjust or uncha* 
ritable towards our betters. 

Answer, deliver us, and purge away our sins, 
fur Thy Name's sake. 

14. God ofmercy, pardon all our cruel thoughts, 
and provoking words, and injurious actions ; cleanse 
our hands from vi(^enoe and onr hearts from blood- 
guiltiness, O €h>d; foi^ve as onr undiaritable 
treating of ourselves or others, our lujust wran- 
Iglings ai^ peevish quarrels, our tiding things and 
'Words in an evil sense and to purposes of £scoid 
and dissension, oar threatening and keeping men 
in fears, our not rescuing, or not preserving those 
whom we could and ought to have preserved, our 
^embittering the spirit of oar neigl^ur, our un- 
peaoeable dnpositions, our tempting and betraying, 
tynr wounding and killing our own souls and the 
jouls of our brethren, whom we ought to have 
SMtcbed fiom the £re, and according to our powers- 
Withheld from the everlastix^ burning. 
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Ansiver. take away onr iniquLties from us, and 
remember onr sins no more. 

15. Ood of mercy, pardon our gluttony and 
drunkenness, the disorders of our diet and the dis- 
orders of our passion, our wanton thoughts and 
wandering eyes, our impure desires and all our 
actions of uncleanness, our lascivious dressings and 
idle consumptions of our time, our making pro- 
visions for the flesh to fulfil the lusts of it, the dis- 
honourings of our body and the pollutions of our 
spirit, our making the members of Christ be the 
members of an hsurlot, and defiling the temples of 
the Holy Ghost by unnatural actions and desires, 

' not to be named, and much less to be entertained, 
our softness and effeminacy, our sensualities and 
studies of the flesh, and all the excesses and ir- 
regularities within that state which Thou hast 
blessed and sanctified: but we are unclean^ we 
are unclean ! 

Answer. O cleanse our souls from sin ; take away 
our iniquities and Thou shalt find none. 

16. God of mercy, pardon our injustices and 
rapines, our open invasion and secret underminings 
of the rights of others, our greedy desires and fierce 
pursuances of money, our love of wealth and our 
hastiness to be rich, our arts of unequal bargaining 
and deceitful words, our unjust law-suits and the 
vexatious prosecutions of just or unjust, our de- 
taining the wages of the hireling and our de&Jking 
of his dues, our pressing upon the necessities of the 
poor, and raising prices for their need, our hard 
and oppressive contracts, our rigours of justice and 
varieties of injustice, our want of charity and tena- 
cious retaining our money, our reception or reten- 
tion of unjust purchases ; our sacrilege and simony, 
our entering into the fields of the fatherless, wrong- 
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ing the helpless widow, who is Thy care ; our for- 
wardness to run into debt and our carelessness to 
come out of it : our improvident conduct of our 
estates and our foolish misspendings, our causing 
diminution to the goods of others and the avaricious 
increasing of our own. 

Answer. Wash us throughly jfrom our iniquity, 
and cleanse us from our sin. 

17. God of mercy, forgive us our breach of 
promise to men, and of our holy vows made to 
Thee our God: our wilful or careless lying, our 
false accusation or false witnessing, our perverting 
righteous judgment by bribery or false information, 
and causing the innocent to su£Per ; our leading the 
blind out of his way ; our accusing others and jus- 
tifying ourselves, our false excuses and feigned pre- 
tences, our causeless affirmings and denyings, our 
jealousies and suspicions, and all the iniquity of 
our hearts and tongues. 

Answer, Hide Thy face from our sins, and blot 
out all our transgressions. 

18. O God of mercy, pardon our envy and our 
discontented hearts, our ambitions and curiosities, 
our rejoicings in the evil of our neighbour, and 
our repining and displeasure at his advancement, 
our violent and distracting carefulness for the things 
of this world, our affrightments in every sad acci- 
dent, and all our covetous thoughts and degenerous 
and unworthy practices. 

Answer. Lord Jesu, be merciful to us miserable, 
but penitent and returning sinners. 

O that our head were waters, and our eyes a 
fountain of tears, that we might weep day and 
night till Thou wert reconciled to Thy people. 
Thy congregation is an assembly of adulterous and 
treacherous men. 
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We have bent our tongues like a bow for lies, 
but we are not valiant for the trutk upon earth; 
we have proceeded from evil to evil^ and we have 
not known Thee. 

[[Every one deceives his neighbour, and weary 
themselves to commit iniquity. For these things 
Thou hast visited us in cmger. Thou hast fed us 
with wormwood, and given us water of gall to 
4rink; Thou hast sent the sword upon us to oon^ 
sume us» and the spirit of division to scatter ism 
abroad.] 

But in Thee, O Lord, is our oon^ence and our 
glory; for Thou dost exercise loving-kindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the e^rth, for in 
these things Thou dost delight. 

O Lord, therefore, correct us, but with judg* 
ment; not in Thine anger, lest Thou iNring us to 
nothing. We pray not against sorrow, but pray 
Thee to multiply our penitential sorrows upon us ; 
that we may truly mourn for our off^ices against 
Thee; and may with great caution take care we 
may no more offend Thee; and redeem the time 
which we have spent in vanity; and employ tho 
remaining portion of our days in the ways ci peace 
and righteousness, of wisdom and the fear of Ged i 
that when Thou shalt send Thy angels to gather 
the wheat into Thy granary, we may be bound up 
in the bundle of life, and dwell in the house of 
God for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amea> 
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